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What is Changing? (Floods-Droughts)
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Our Planet is a System of Systems
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World Water Assessment World Water Assessment Programme Programme 

• Established in 2000,
• Considered as the flagship programme of 

UN-Water,
• Works in close cooperation with 25 UN 

Agencies,
• Input is provided by governments, 

prominent NGOs, research institutes, 
universities etc.

• Hosted by UNESCO.
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WWAP is considered as the reporting    WWAP is considered as the reporting    
mechanism of the UN system on the mechanism of the UN system on the 
status of global freshwater resourcesstatus of global freshwater resources

•• Landmarks:Landmarks:
•• WWDR1 launched in 2003WWDR1 launched in 2003
•• WWDR2 launched in 2006WWDR2 launched in 2006
•• WWDR3 to be launched in Istanbul in WWDR3 to be launched in Istanbul in 

2009.2009.

World Water Assessment World Water Assessment ProgrammeProgramme
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•• Unsustainable Consumption PatternsUnsustainable Consumption Patterns
“20% of the world’s population consumes 80% of 
its resources.  If everyone consumed at this 
level, it would take four extra planets to provide 
the necessary resources.  Global marketing of 
this consumer lifestyle is headed for natural 
disaster.” The Ecological Footprint

World Water Assessment World Water Assessment ProgrammeProgramme
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•• Current StatusCurrent Status
Humans have directly or indirectly affected almost every corner of 

the earth through various activities:
– Natural/pristine ecosystems are disappearing, 
– Human-dominated or influenced ecosystems are inevitably and 
increasingly becoming common place.
– Just like any other sector, business also has contributed to this 
degradation

•• Solution: Solution: Integrated ApproachIntegrated Approach
- There is an urgent need to integrate ecology with human 
demography, behaviour and socio-economics in order to 
understand and manage ecological patterns and processes.
- Business community plays an important role in this 
as they shape the consumption patterns.

Prepared by:
World Water Assessment Programme for the 
TBCSD conference; May 2008

World Water Assessment World Water Assessment Programme Programme 
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GLOBAL CHALLENGES
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G8 Hokkaido Toyako Summit
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G8 Hokkaido Toyako Summit
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ICSU’s New Research Programs
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ICSU-Project
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Istanbul (City Development)
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1945
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1968
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2000
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1945-2000
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GEO, the Group on Earth ObservationsGEO, the Group on Earth Observations
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Beijing Congress
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Bejing Declaration
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Future

• “Environmental Monitoring”, 
• “Climate Change”,
• “Global Warming”. 

ISPRS Beijing Congress, 
Closing Ceremony
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Priorities

• “Environmental Monitoring and Sustainable  
Development”,

• “Sustainable Indicators”,
• “Disaster and Risk Management”,
• “Food Security”, 

and through 
• Helping to reach the “Millennium Development Goals”

“Powering a Sustainable Future: Contribute to 
Policies and Measures to make it happen”
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ISPRS Structure
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The role of Societies
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Developments in ISPRS

• Major change with the introduction of 
Commission VIII in 2003

• Two Commissions for:
– Photogrammetry – III and V
– Remote Sensing – VII and VIII
– Spatial Information Sciences – II and IV

• Additional Commissions:
– Data Acquisition – I
– Education and Outreach – VI
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Summary of Observations

Following topics seem to be important for the 
next years

• Human Settlement
• Disasters
• Water
• Ecosystems
• Health
• Climate and Weather
• Land and Forest
• Energy 
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Related Topics and  ISPRS WGs

•• Human SettlementHuman Settlement ► WG VIII/8 
Land (Land Cover, Urban Infrastructure, 
Arid Land and Degradation)

• Disasters
• Water
• Ecosystems
• Health
• Climate and Weather
• Land and Forest
• Energy
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• Human Settlement
•• Disasters Disasters ► WG IV/8 3D Spatial Data 

Integration for Emergency Services
► VIII/1 Disaster

• Water
• Ecosystems
• Health
• Climate and Weather
• Land and Forest
• Energy

Related Topics and  ISPRS WGs
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• Human Settlement
• Disasters
•• WaterWater ► VIII/4Water (Water, Circulation, 

Hydrology, Security, etc)
• Ecosystems
• Health
• Climate and Weather
• Land and Forest
• Energy

Related Topics and  ISPRS WGs
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• Human Settlement
• Disasters
• Water
•• EcosystemsEcosystems ►VIII/6Agriculture 

Ecosystems and Bio-diversity
• Health
• Climate and Weather
• Land and Forest
• Energy

Related Topics and  ISPRS WGs
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• Human Settlement
• Disasters
• Water
• Ecosystems
•• Health Health ►► VIII/2 Health
• Climate and Weather
• Land and Forest
• Energy

Related Topics and  ISPRS WGs



18th UN Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and Pacific Orhan ALTAN

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Human Settlement
• Disasters
• Water
• Ecosystems
• Health 
•• Climate and Weather Climate and Weather ►► VIII/3

Atmosphere, Climate & Weather
• Land and Forest
• Energy 

Related Topics and  ISPRS WGs
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• Human Settlement
• Disasters
• Water
• Ecosystems
• Health
• Climate and Weather 
•• Land and Forest Land and Forest ►► VIII/8 Land; 

VIII/7Forest
• Energy

Related Topics and  ISPRS WGs
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• Human Settlement
• Disasters
• Water
• Ecosystems
• Health 
• Climate and Weather 
• Land and Forest 
•• Energy Energy ►► VIII/5 Energy and Solid Earth 

(Non-renewable and Renewable 
Resources, Geology)

Related Topics and  ISPRS WGs
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Conclusions
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CAS President Presents Chinese Premier "Remote Sensing Atlas of Wenchuan
Earthquake“;

On November 4, member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC 
Central Committee and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao paid a visit to the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences (CAS), where upon Vice Chairman of the NPC Standing Committee 
and CAS President Lu Yongxiang gave a warm welcome to the Premier and presented 
him the "Remote Sensing Atlas of Wenchuan Earthquake" as a souvenir.

Conclusions
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It was recognized that only way;

“The politicians are learning about the importance of geo-
information after an event has happened”

Therefore they have to be aware on the importance  of use of 
geo-information especailly in Disaster Management. 

So it was proposed Publication of
“Booklet on Best Practices of Geo-information on
Risk and Disaster Management”

A joint initiative of JBGIS and UNSPIDER

This booklet will be released by a Press Conference at Vienna in 
July 2010   at UN OOSA (+) 

+(PCGIAP – E/CONF.100/8)
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JBGIS AdHoc Committee on Risk and Disaster Management and 
further - Received ABSTReceived ABSTRARACTSCTS



18th UN Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and Pacific Orhan ALTAN

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

JBGIS the AdHoc Committee on Risk and Disaster Management 
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Founder of ISPRS
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Room for General Assembly-TU Wien
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One of the Rooms for Afternoon Celebration-TU Wien

ISPRS Centenary
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Venue for the 
GALA Dinner:
Wiener-rathaus

Room of 
the Gala 
Dinner

ISPRS Centenary 
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Introduction

Taking ecological considerations into 
account is crucial if we are to avoid longer-
term environmental problems that can 
undermine security and development, and 
lead to further cycles of conflict and 
displacement

Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary-General
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