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Ecosystem Services: Background

Goods and services humans receive from 
ecosystems
•Provisioning

Food, freshwater, fiber, fuelwood, etc.

•Regulating
Erosion regulation, soil quality maintenance, 
pollination, water purification, etc. 

•Cultural
Spiritual values, recreation and tourism, etc.

•Supporting
Primary productivity, nutrient cycling, etc.
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Ecosystem Services: Relevance to FDES

• Ecosystem services: not synonymous with 
ecosystem approach

• Helps mainstream environmental issues
People at center 

• Doesn’t re-invent the wheel
Shares elements with current FDES, DPSIR

• Supports emerging approaches
Ecosystem assessments, valuation, EIAs, 
climate change V&A.
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Economic Valuation
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Classification Fields for Ecosystem 
Services Approach

Ecosystem Services
Ecosystem service category, sub-category (Provisioning, 
regulating, etc.)

Ecosystem function, service, benefit

Ecosystem(s) providing service

Human well-being sector
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Ecosystem Services Indicators 
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http://esindicators.org
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Thank You

For more information:

layke.christian@gmail.com
norbert.henninger@wri.org
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Audiences and Beneficiaries
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Vulnerability and Adaptation
Maintaining Healthy Ecosystems
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Ecosystem Service Frameworks-
A Continuum from Simple to Complex
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