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Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the United Nations Statistics Divisi@iNSD) |
would like to welcome you to this Workshop on Eoviment
Statistics for the Central African region. | wolike to thank the
Economic Commission for Africa, both the officesAiddis Ababa
as well as in Yaoundé, for their overall suppod anoperation in
assisting UNSD with the organization of this Worsgh In
addition, | would like to express our appreciationSSEA for
hosting this Workshop and to the National Sta@dtinstitute of
Cameroon for their underlying support in the pracesinally, |
would like to thank the resource persons from waimstitutions
for taking the time to be with us and for sharihgit knowledge.

It has been almost twenty years ago when the Eanthmit
In Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992 declared thatlting-term
sustainability of economic performance is impaiaad future
economic and social development is impossible witho
environmental sustainability. The Rio Summit alsaldred in its
Agenda 21 that adequate information on the enviemtrfor
decision making is an indispensable tool in acimgw\ustainable
development. In 2000, environmental sustainabiis declared
as an integral part of the Millennium Developmenia{s, more
specifically, Goal 7 focuses on “Ensuring Enviromad
Sustainability”. Recent assessments of climatagband its
possible impacts play a significant role in the ensteinding that
environment and development are intimately linkegkther.



Sound policy and decision making as well as theitaong
of progress are impossible without accessible,ljirard reliable
information on the environment. Environment statssis still
considered to be a relatively new field of statsttompared to
national accounts, trade statistics, etc., andtiemely
challenging and evolving. That having been salmust still try
to collect data on the environment even thouglctreepts,
methods and classifications are not fully establish

Strengthening national statistical systems is aialu
component of environment statistics. Ad hoc dateections
without the countries’ involvement will not providestainable
statistical programmes. To improve monitoringsitmperative to
bring together the various sectors in a unified emardinated
statistical system. This is particularly relevaménvironment
statistics, where the data come from a varietyifbér@nt sources.
Setting up such systems takes time and investranthe payoff
Is great, especially if these systems have a confraomework
with other official statistics, so that meaningiuter-linkages can
be drawn between the society, the economy andnvieoement.

Countries should be encouraged to establish rangst
coherent national strategies for their data neadsn@ironment
statistics. These strategies should be based aothsries’
environmental concerns and the requirements ofnat®nal and
regional commitments. In addition to national &gges, the
development of regional strategies should alsongewaged.

For example, there has been a significant amouwbdf in
environment statistics that has taken place iIrE6G®WAS region.
UNSD collaborated with the ECOWAS Commission, atiéd by a
capacity building project, and which continued witither
assistance to develog-aamework for Strengthening Capacity in
the Development and Institutionalization of Environment Satistics
in the ECOWAS Region, as well as an agreed set of environmental



indicators and accompanying methodology sheetthéor
ECOWAS region. The United Nations Environment Paogme
(UNEP) has also contributed to these efforts. Weuse these
materials to guide our discussions in the workinmug sessions of
this Workshop. Originally, the idea from a UNSD/&ACNEP
Workshop in Addis Ababa in 2007 was to develop &mcAn set
of environmental indicators, but since Africa hasisany Member
States it was impossible to organize such an &ctwvi a large
scale, so as a practical matter, we have workedlyriaghe
ECOWAS region to advance their regional programifieis
current Workshop in Yaoundé will give us the oppoity to
assess whether the ECOWAS set of environmentatatalis and
methodology sheets are applicable to this groupesftral African
countries. We are very pleased to have a reprsandf the
ECOWAS Commission with us who will elaborate moretioese
activities later this week. We also invited CEMAGUHaCEEAC,
which are the two regional organizations coverimgse countries
in Central Africa, but unfortunately, they couldtmarticipate.

The expected outputs of this Workshop are the: talopf a
set of environmental indicators for the Centraliédn region;
review of methodologies for the ECOWAS regionalecset of
environmental indicators for use in this regiong aevelopment of
a plan for a regional programme and compendiunneir@nment
statistics; and that participants are trained st peactices in the
development and compilation of environment stassti

| hope that the discussions we will have duringrtbet five
days will be successful and an important step fosvua firmly
anchoring environment statistics as part of thentoes’ official
statistical systems. | believe that the strengtigenf environment
statistics will make a significant impact in preg@on for the
Rio+20 Conference that will take place in Brazilime 2012, as
well as for regional and national policy planninglalecision
making in the environmental and sustainable deveéoy fields.



