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The WCPA mission is:

"To promote the establishment and effective

management of a world-wide representative network

of terrestrial and marine protected areas, as an

integral contribution to the IUCN mission."
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Protected Areas related- Databases
 UN List of Protected Areas 2003

 World Database of Protected Areas 2006

 MPA Global: A database of the World's Marine Protected Areas

 ECOLEX :A database provinding the most comprehensive, global source of information on

environmental law.Website
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The World Database on Protected Areas
 The World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA) provides the most comprehensive dataset on protected

areas worldwide and is managed by UNEP-WCMC in partnership with the IUCN World Commission on
Protected Areas (WCPA) and the World Database on Protected Areas Consortium. The WDPA is a fully
relational database containing information on the status, environment and management of individual
protected areas.

 The WDPA plays a critical role in measuring progress toward global goals and targets and will function
"...as a key support mechanism in the assessment and monitoring of protected area status and trends
taking into account paragraph 4 of decision VI/7 C of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity, as well as national and regional databases on protected areas..."


The WDPA allows you to search protected areas data by site name, country, and international
programme or convention. UNEP-WCMC provides online access to the WDPA Consortium 2006 World
Database on Protected Areas web-download as part of a broad strategy to share conservation
information. Statistical information produced for the WDPA 2006 CD-ROM which relate to WDPA
datasets is also available in addition to information on the definitions and categorisation of protected
areas worldwide.

 WDPA Working in Support of Global and Regional Assessments
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The World Database on Protected Areas website
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Protected Areas Statistics
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Information support to Millennium Development
Goal7:Ensure environmental sustainability

 Habitat conservation is vital for stemming the decline in biodiversity. The establishment of
protected areas is an important mechanism for achieving this aim. In addition to protecting
biodiversity, protected areas have become places of high social and economic value. Since 1981
UNEP-WCMC has been compiling information from competent regional, national and sub-national
agencies on the protected areas of the world. This information is then used to produce a
comprehensive global dataset (the World Database on Protected Areas) and support the
development of relevant indicators. Data is available for 233 countries and territories, including
marine and coastal areas and can be aggregated and presented in many ways (e.g. by country or
region). Explicit quality control criteria are applied to ensure consistency and comparability
between national datasets
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MDG target and indicator

 Target addressed: Target 9 - 'Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country
policies and programmes and reverse the loss of environmental resources.'
There are 5 indicators for measuring progress towards this target (indicators 25 to 29). Indicator 26
is defined as follows:

 'Ratio of area protected to maintain biological diversity to surface area'

 The methodology to calculate this indicator can be found is provided here. UNEP-WCMC currently
provides protected areas information to support the development of Millennium Development Goal
(MDG) 'Indicator 26'. A recent report from the UN Statistics Division demonstrating the use of this
data, and can be found by clicking here.

 The table below provides a snapshot of the information held within the WDPA. This was last
updated on the 1st March 2006 , incorporating information on all designated protected areas.
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Protected Areas - Definitions and Categorisation

 The definition of a protected area adopted by IUCN is:

An area of land and/or sea especially dedicated to the protection and maintenance of biological
diversity, and of natural and associated cultural resources, and managed through legal or other
effective means.

 Although all protected areas meet the general purposes contained in this definition, in practice the
precise purposes for which protected areas are managed differ greatly.

Defining Nationally Designated Protected Areas

Understanding International Convention and Programmes
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Protected Areas National Management Categories

The following are the main purposes of management:

• Scientific research

• Wilderness protection

• Preservation of species and genetic diversity

• Maintenance of environmental services

• Protection of specific natural and cultural features

• Tourism and recreation

• Education

• Sustainable use of resources from natural ecosystems

• Maintenance of cultural and traditional attributes

IUCN has defined a series of six protected area management categories, based on primary management
objective. A summary of categories and their definitions is provided below. Definitions of these
categories, and examples of each, are provided in Guidelines for Protected Area Management Categories
(IUCN, 1994). Notes relating to how categories are defined are also available.

• Full Document available at: UNEP-WCMC Website
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