
Special Questionnaires for Enumeration of Indigenous 
people in Australia 
 
The description of the questionnaire as submitted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics: 
 
“In the more remote areas of Australia it is not appropriate to use the standard 
questionnaires for the enumeration of indigenous people.  This reflects the need for 
cultural sensitivity in wording questions and the lower level of literacy in English in some 
areas. 
 
Two forms are used in these areas.  They are the Special Indigenous Household Form and 
the Special Indigenous Personal Form.  The questionnaires are administered by interview 
rather than self-completion and the language used has been modified slightly to be more 
appropriate to the conditions in these areas 
 
The Special Indigenous Household Form lists the people who live in the household and 
collects information about the place where the household lives.  The range of information 
collected is comparable with that collected about households in the rest of Australia.   
 
The Special Indigenous Personal Form collects information about a single person, rather 
up to 6 people included on a standard census questionnaire.  The range of information 
collected is comparable with that collected about persons in the rest of Australia.” 
 














