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Annual Meeting of the Society for East Sea on 9 November 1994 

a The International Seminar on the Geographical Name of East Sea 
Hosted by The Society for East Sea on 24 May 25 May 1995 

1 Song di Wu (Prof oi, Institute of Historical Geography I Fudan University, China) 
“The Geographical Names for the Sea ot J;ipan in Chinese Historical Documents” 

2 Sang Tae Yee (Senior Rcsearcher, National History Compilation Committee, Korea) 
“The Geographical Nanit. of ‘Tonghac i t Sea)‘ in the Korean Historical 
Doc u m tin t , ” 

‘The History of I ~ L I  ian hame\ for S , wi th  the Special Reference on tht. 
Development of thcx I<orc;in (Japanese) i c a  I’reientntiori on I\llnps(Scventeenth 

J r2le.tei F’(1stiii1<01 ( h f  or, Institute of the W i \ t o n  of Science a i id  Technology, Russia) 

kuk bniveriit\ of Foreign Studies, I<orca) 
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0 The International Workshop on thcx Geographical Name of East Sea 
IIosted by The Society for East Sea on 5 June 7 June 1996 

) 



Annual Meeting of the Society for East Sea on 15 November 19% 

f\ssacl Abdo (Professor, King Saud liniversity, Saudi Arabia) 
, ' r  I I he Ckographical Names: i-Irahiaii Gulf"  

The International Seminar on the Standardization of Geographical 
Names: Special Emphasis Concerning the East Sea 
Hosted by The Society for East Sea on 11 June 12 June 1997 



I ) > ,  l i0ri~ai-i S i l l L l ~  1:C:r’ 

“Aspect of 100 Years of (;cogi-apIiic:iI Xatiies Stniitl;ir-dizatioii i n  Ciitiatia” 

“Sonie ISSLICS of Stantlardis;itioti ant1 M graphical Y;imes o i l  

or5 licijing Y~ii-iixil L’iii 

i Sea ;Inti Sea of j~lpi-lll” 

11. Alexei S. Naumov (F;icuit,y of (kography Moscow State University) 
“Eiussia and the Seas : Economic -Geographical F: 
to Eastern Seas Discovery, f’erception and Use” 

iy with Special Iicference 

12. Hong- J u  Nah (Counselor, The Korea Container Termiiini Authority) 
“A ‘rime for Action to Changc the Current Name of “Sea of Japan” 

3. The Historical Precedent for the “East Sea” 

The following fact\ on the hi\toricnI prececicnt of the ”Eist S P ~ ”  
i~irnni;ii-iz~~d from n;itional anci internationaI seminari hclci i n  Seoul ,  Koreci, 
b e t w m  1992 cincl 1OCj7 The summirv provide\ the  lii\toric;il background of thr> 
naming ” h i t  Sea” ,inti hoiv Korea’s East Sea has been recognized 131 

neighboring rountnei m d  other we\tcm countries in the pa\t  

1 1 )  Name of “East Sea” in Korean Writings & Ancient Maps 



121 China, Russia, and Japan's Fieferenee to 'East Sea' 

- Iccortii i i  g to C' h i iic , Cliiii,t h ; i i  Itno\vri the "I t Sea'' i l l l C C  rile 
Tang  Lh iiait> howcvcr, the\ c a k d  the xm jiist the "Sen" or "(;r 
With tlict cit~tbliihmeiit i i i  IjOX of i l i ( \  I(ingciom of, I'alhacb hv Kor- 

I begm calling the I Sea th(1 "Sva o t  I';tlh,ie " China uxc i  the\ tcmi, 
"East Scat', during the L , i m  Dynaity (047 1125), the Sung Dynasty (960 13791, 
the Chin Dynasty (1122 12341% thc Yuan Dynasty (1271 13681, the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-16441, ,ind the Qing (Ch'ing) Dynasty (1644 1912) At  times 
dunng the Yuan and Ming Dynasties, the Chinese referred to thc East  Sca as 
"Ching Hai" which means "Sea of Whales" because there were a lot of whales 
found there During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, The Chineye referred to the 
northeastern area of the East Sea as "East Sea" and the southern area ;is thc 
"South Sea" Around 1884, during the Qing Dynasty, some scholars and 
bureaucrats occasionally uicd the term "Sea of Japan" in some documenti 
However, the Russia Japan Treaty of 1905 wai the hrst documented u i e  of the 
term "Sea of J;ipan" a t  a government level 

'r'hc "KL~III uwanguotlitu" was ;i map printrvi i n  Beijing in 1602 It ~ ~ a i  

tr:inslated into Chinese of a world map kept bv a Jesuit priest, WIattco hcci ,  
m c i  i t  rr.fers to the Sea 'is the  "Sea of J a p m  " It is the oldc5t surviving 

map known t o  i i ic  t h e  term "Sea of Japan" However, this map cloei 
c' milch signific;inc.c. liecause i t  wa\ a translation of a map made b\ 

Iorwyer living in  Chiiia I n  addition. it ii believed that the production of  the 
influenced b\ intormation obtaneci from Japan rather than from 

Korcx T h i s  may dicl not have much impact on iubwcluent Chinese map\ The  
ncYt time the tcrni "Sea ot JaIxin" ciplxmwl on n Chinese map was ;ibout 187,5 



f Iowevcr, .dl of the in,ipi pnbli\hctl i n  Japan thereafter 1870 refcir to the 
East Sea as "Sea of Japan". From this, it can be infcrred that the Japanese 
governmerit dircctccl, as ;t rnatter of polic\, that thy  name "Sea ot Japan" be 
used. Especially, geographical references and narnci werc changed in Matsuda 
Rokuzan's 18\55 ntap and his "BankokuzenzLt" of 1871 Maiimoto Chyozuki'i 1871 
"Sinseiyoc.hizcnzu" calls the East Sea the "Sea of Japan" From this, wc can 

unic h t  changes wcre being made a t  about this timc, because thc  term 
"East Sea'' w a s  not found 111 any  of thc Japanesc mayis publisheci after 11171 
Also, ,it (ibout t h i i  timti, reference\ to the "Sen 01 Japan" began ar)pear-ing in 

(31 "East Sea" in Ancient Western Maps 



(4) "Sea of Japan" niade Olfrcial by lnterni?tionat Hydrographic Organization in 1329 

undci the colonicii rulc of 
Ji lpi i r i .  the iianie I Sclci w i i  imciic t+hv n i a g i  of ivor Id 'I l iv 
cr;iclic,ition of rc.fci-ciicei t o  thr. € tcci when ;I reiolution w a i  xloptc~l 
a t  the firit convciitioii ot the Iiitcrnational 1Hvclrbgral)hic Oi-gariimtion lo 
establish limits of o w m s  and sea i  a n d  attach approprinte 1oc;il naIrici f o r  iiiie 
navigation A Japanesc delegation attended the conference, but there W ~ I S  no 
Korean delegation. According to the resolution, thc East Sea was registered by 
Japan a s  the "Sea of Japan" i n  1923 No other member country raised any 
objection. Consequently, the 1929 Monaco Conference adopted a resolution to 
publish Special Publication No 23 cntitled The Lzrnits of Oceans and Seas which 
was based on data collected previously, and to niake this publication an 
internationallv accepted cioc.ument Thereafter, the niaImiakers of thc world uwd 
the stand;irdizc~d iianies of pla based on th is public;ition, and the name "East 
Sea" lost its plricc on L\ orid mayi New editions of The Lrrnit5 of Oceans and 
Seas were published in 1023, 1 W ,  anti 1986, and to date, the East Sea remain\ 
as the  "Sea of Japan" 

(5) Efforts of Koreans to Reclaim East Sea on World MaDs 






