ESA/RT/C/GN/S

1 December 1977

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH
RP.'.POR! or THE UNITED NATIONS GROUP OF EXPERTS ON GEOGRAPHICAT
NAMES ON THE WORK OF ITS SEVENTH SESSION

(held at Athens Chandris Hotel, Athens, Greece on
16 August and 8 September 1977) .

Terms of reference

1. The United Natlons Group of Experts on ueographlcal Names
was invited by the Secretary-General in pursuance to Economic
and Social Council resolutionl3l4 (XLIV) to convene its ‘Seventh
Session at Athens Chandris Hotel, Athens, Greece, on 16 August
1977, prior to the Third United Vatlons Conference on the Stan-
dardization of Geographical Names and to meet again on 8 Sep-

" tember 1977 to review the results of the Conference.

Attendance

e
2. The Session was attended by 39 experts from 30 countries

representing i%l of the 17 geographlcal/llngulstlc divisions
of the world.

3.  Mr. CJN. Christopher, Chlef of the Cartography Section, o
served in the capacity of secretary for the Group. -

Opening of the session o SR

L, The Session was opened by the Chalrman of the Group of
Experts, Mr. M.F. Burrill (U.S.A.).

S The Group agreed to follow the same rules of procedure as
in the previous sessions

6. - The Group adopted the following agenda:

1. Reports of the Working Groups . e
2. Organization of the Third Conference .
- 3. Election of officers
4., Review of Conference recommendations
Se Program for the Group of Experts
6. Eighth session of the Group of Experts ‘
?¢ Other Business

7 In its meetxng of 16 August the Group considered the re-
ports of the seven working groups which were to be presented
before the Conference. : :
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~. Reports of the WOrkiné Groups

8. The reports of the Workznq Groups as annexed to ’he

report of .the Sixth Session of the Group of Experts were
"adopted as the basis for discussion during the Third Conference.
It was agreed that the reports would be presented to the Confe-
"rence by the convenors of the working groups, or, in their ab-
sence, by the rapportcurs. Col. D:N.Sharma Atri Harnal agreed
to present the report of the Working Group on Definitions and
Mr. J.R. Ramondou that of the Working Group on Country Names.

.

Organizhtion of the Conference

9. It was announced-that Mr. L. Mavridis (Greece) would be
nominated president of the Conference. It was also proposed to
establish an editorial committee, the chairman of which would
.also be appointed an officer of the Conference.

10. As has been done during the First and Second Conferences
4t was agreed to form five committees. The items for discussion
had been assigned to the committees by the Sixth:Session of the
Group. All delegates to the Third Conference would be 1nv1ted
to partlclpate in the work of each committee.

11, For the nomination of the officers of the Third Conference,
-the technical committees and the editorial group a nominating
.committee was established consisting of Col. D.N. Sharma Atri
Harnal as chairman and Mr. M.F. Burrill, Mr. P. Foo, Mr.E.Meynen
and Mr. C.N. Christopher as members. o ~

. -

Election of officers

12, On 8 Se?tember the Seventh Session was reconvened. It was
agreed to elect a new slate of officers, and the following were
chosen: . )

t ‘ ‘ ' '

Chalrman. Mr. J. Breu (Austria); Vice-Chairman, Mr. W.J. Absaloms
(Kenya), Rapporteur, Mr. A. Rayburn (Canada). A proposal to elect
a second Vice-Chairman was withdrawn after discussion revealed

- - that there would be no real need for such an officer.

13. Mr. M.F. Burrill commended Mr. D.P. Blok for his work since
1967 in performing the duties of rapporteur of the Group of
Experts and of the Second and Third Conferences. Mr. J. Breu
after having taken over the chair praised Mr. M.F. Burrill and
‘Mre. A.M. Komkov, who had served as chairman and vice-chairman
since 1967, for their achievements in furthering the objectives
©of the United Nations in the area of standardization of geogra—
phical names,

o

P

2) pocument ESA/RT/C/GN/%, 17 June 1975, Annex I-VII, pp.10-30.
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‘Revicw of Conference recommendations : .

14. The Chairman pointed out that the progress of the Con-
ference is shown especially by its recommendations. Wherecas
some of them signify final results as for example many of
the recommendations on romanization, many others assign spe-
¢ific tasks to the Group of Experts as a whole or to its .
working groups., ‘ o ’ :

Program for the Group of Experts'

15, The Chairman suggested the following program.-

Each Working group will carry on its work with special regard
to the results of the Conference. The Convensor of each working’
'sroup will direct the work by means of circulars, distributed
to 21l members of the group. The contributions of the members
of the groups will also be distributed by them to all other
members by circular letters. The Chairman -himself will send
circulars to all members of the Group of Experts and ask them
to submit .. . .. copies of their correspondence with the
~convenor of the working groups to him. He thinks that only in
this way can that progress of work : - be achieved vhich' is
neocessary to make the Eighth Meeting a success., '

" Working Groups

.16, The Chairman enumerated the resolutions of the Conference
‘referring those covering special topics to the working groups
concerned. It was emphasized that the task given to the -wor-
king groups should be expressed explicitly with specific goals
in mind, and that the groups should be disbanded upon completion
of the assigned tasks. '

- Working Group on Definitions

1?7« It was agreed that the work of the Working Group on Defini-
tions remained incomplete. It was also noted that the Division

. of Languages of the United Nations in New York and the Termino-~
dogy Commission in Geneva were very interested in the defini-
tions prepared by the working group. Since there was a need to:
prepare a revised version of the Spanish language section of the
definitions it was agreed that Mr. J.M. Gonzalez Aboin (Spain).

-~ would act as the co-ordinator of a sub-group to carry out this
task. : '

P .
hd -

Working Group on Undersea and Maritime Features

18. Mr. R.R.Randall (U.S.A.) observed that there was a need
to continue the work of this group in cooperation with the

International Hydrographic Organization. Greece informed Mr.
R.R. Randall that it wished to appoint a person to serve on
“the working group. '



Working Group on Extraterrestrial Topographical Features

19, Mr. A.M. Komkov (U.S.S.R.) stated that considerable work
remains to be done in consultation with the International Astro-
yiomical Union. The new membership of the group is to include
Mr. A.M. Komkov (U.S.S.R.), Mr. H.A.G. Lewis (U.K.), Col.D.N.
Sharma Atri Harnal (India), Mr. S. Radd (lungary), Mr. R«R.
Randall (U.S.A.) and Mr. D. Vayacacos. (Greece)e.

Working Group on a Single Romanization System for Each Non-Roman
Writing System

*

20. Mr. E. F61di (Hungary):was appointed to succeed Mr. J. Breu
.as the convenor. New assignments as well as reappointments were
made for the following alphabets and scripts:

Arabic in the Maghreb area = Mr.ATazi; Amharic, Hebrew, Khmer,
Korean in South Korea, Laotian, Persian, Thai « Mr. P.G.M. ‘Geelan;
. Greek - Mr. D. Vayacacos; Chinese - Mr. Qiao Feng; Bhutanese =
‘Col. D.N. Sharma Atri Harnal; Japanese - Mr. T. Kanakubo and

Mr. P.G.M. Geelan. Since Somalla has adopted a Roman alphabet
work is no longer required on Somali. It was pointed out that
many countries fail to respond to requests for information on
~progress in romanizing their alphabets and scripts.

Working Group on Training Courses

.21, It was reported that Mr. F.J. Ormeling was still pursuing
the possibility of holding a training course in the Netherlands.
Note was made of the various other proposals for training sug-
‘gested during the Third Conference. The follow1ng were nominated
to serve with Mr. F.J. Ormeling: Mr. - P. Foo (Malay51a), Mr. J.L.

' Sawyerr (Liberia) and Mr. A. Rayburn (Canada).

Working Groun on Gazetteers

22. Mre. H A.G. Lewis (U.K ) agreed to continue as the convenor

of this group. Mr, J.L. Sawyerr (Liberia) offered to assist with

the work of the group. It was felt that automatic data processing
should be treated out51de the frame of the group. v »

Worklng Groun on Automated Data Processing

23. It was agreed to establlsh a separate working group on
automated data processing with Mr, R. Bohme (F.R.G. ) as the con-
venor,. Mr. P. Foo (Malaysia), Mr. J.M. Gonzalez Aboin (Spain),
‘Mr. T. Kanakubo (Japan), Mr. A.M. KOmkov (UeSeSeRe), Mr. HeA«G.,
Lewis (U.K.), Mr. C.M. Mubita (Zambia), Mr. D.J. Orth (U.S.A.),
Mr. R.R. Randall (U.S.A.), Mr. A. Rayburn (Canada) and Mr. I.
Valazquez Garcia (Cuba). It was emphasized that the tasks and
objectives of the working group must be clcarly defined.



v-.-s,-'

Working Group on the List of,Cbuntry Nemes

2h. Mr. J. Ramondou (France) accepted the duties of convenor for this group.
He pointed out that considerable work remains to be done as regards the Russian
and Chinese names. Mr. F. Gall noted that a list of country names in Spanish
had been submitted to Mr. J. Ramondou. , :

Other Business ' .

25. It was noted that responsibility for thé study of ‘the reduction of exonjrms
rests with the Group of Experts as a committee of the whole. ‘ B

26. Mr. R.0. Coker (Nigeria) observed that some resolutions are not acted upon,
" such as no. 34 of the Second Conference and that action must be taken to reduce
areas of frictionm. ‘ o T o .

27. The Chairman said that he would examine the resolutions of the Third
Conference end request the convenors to proceed with the tasks of their working
groups. He also proposed the compilation of a questionnaire for submission to
countries to assess their problems and solutions in the handling of languages.

28. Mr. M.F. Burrill pi‘oposed that, when countries or divisions achieve results
in the standardizing of names or in resolving problems relating to ncmenclature, -
they communicate such information to Mr. C.N. Christopher. -

- 29. 7Tt was reported that meetings of Africa East, India and Romano - Hellenic
Divisions were held during the previous two weeks, and that Africa East and
Africa West Divisions had held a joint meeting. It was noted that the First

- Latin American Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names was

" scheduled to be held in Suriname during November 1978. It was further noted
that the Fifth Central American Meeting on the Standardization of Geographical
Kames was scheduled in E1 Salvador for the second part of 1978 and that the '
Second South American Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Nemes
wes planned for the first part of 1979. MRS e

- 30. In implementation of resolution 26 of the third United Nations Conference
on the Standardiration of Geographical Names on the African Geographic/ Linguistic -
Divisions which celled for the establishment of a new Division entitled "Africa
Central”, upon the recamendation of Mr. W.L. Absaloms (Xenya) and Mr. R.O.

Coker (Nigeria), Mr. M. Bizenga (Congo) was elected as Division Chairman of this
-new Division. g o S ' o

31. The eighth session of the Group of Experts will be held in New York, 5-16
March 1979. A provisional agenda will be prepared in the spring of 1978 and
. this along with invitations to designate experts will be submitted to the
governments of the member countries of the United Nations.
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Annezx

iist of Participants

84

Africa Central Division

M. Bizenga
(Congo)

. Africa East Division

‘Division " WeJ. Absaloms
Chairman (Kenya)
C.M. Mubita
(Zambia)

‘Africa West Division

Division R. Oluwole Coker
Chairman (Nigeria)

B S ~ JeLe. Sawyerr
e . - (Liberia)

" Arabic Division

Division A.Al-~Wohaibi
- Chairman (Saudi Arabia)
A Tazi
(Morocco)

Directeur de lilnstitute
Géographique National,
B.P. 125, Brazzaville

Assistant Director, Survey of
Kenya, P.0.Box 30046, Nairobi

Surveyor Gemneral, P. 0. Box RW 3¢

'Lusaka

Director of Federal Surveys anc
Chairman, National Committee or
the Standardization of Maps and
‘Geographical Names, Federal
Survey Department, Lagos

Director, Liberian Cartographlc

-Service

Riyadh University, POB 3002

‘Directeur, Institut Universitai

"de la Recherche Scientifique

Asia. East DiV151on (other than Chlna)

T. Kanakubo
(Japan)

Asia, South East Division

Division Major Gen.B. Khamasundara
" Chairman (Thalland)
P. Foo
(Malaysia)

Col, B. Thipphayathat-

. (Thailand)

Head, Plannlng Section, Map Mana
gement Department Geographical
Survey Institute, Ministry of
Construction. 24-13 Higashiyama
‘>3- chome, Meguro-ku, Tokyo

'Royal Thai Survey Departmen
Ministry of Defense, Bangkok

Director-General of Survey
Dircctor of National Mapping,
‘Survey Department Heudquurters,
Jalan Gurney, Kuala Lumpur

‘Assistant Chief. Geograrhy Divi
8ion, Royal Thai Survey Depart-
ment, Ministry of Defense, Bang
kok
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Asia South-West Division (other than Arabic)

. Division M.H. Ganji
Chairman (Iran)
J«M. Nawabi
(Iran)

China Division

Division Yang Leiguang.
Chairman -(China)

Ba Hao

(China)

Dutch and German~speaking Division

Pivision
-.Chairman

. E« Meynen
(Federal Republic
of Germany)

D.P. Blok
(Netherlands)

Je¢ Breu
{Austria)

E. Haack
(German Democratic
Republic)

- 571, Amsterdam-c

" Geographical Department, A
- Institute for Eastern and South-

10 Koocheh Shahrdar, Tehran. .16

Asia Institute,'?ahpari Univer-
sity, Shiraz

Director of the Research In-
stitute of Surveying and Car-
tography. _

"Technlcian of the Research Insti

tute of Surveying and Cartogra—
prhy

PP OP R

Permanent Committee on Geogra-
phical Names, Langenbergweg 82,
5300 Bonn

Institute for Dialectology,

Folklore and Onomastics of the
Royal Dutch Academy of Science’
and Letters, Kelzersgracht 569-

Austria

eastern Europe, Josefsplatz 6,

:A-lolo Yienna 1

- Administiretion for Land Survey
-and Cartography, Ministry of

the -Interior, Mauerstr., 29-32,
DDR-1086 Berlin . - .

East Cenfral and South-East Euroﬁe Division

Division S. Radd
Chairman (Hungary)
E. Foldi

(Hungary}_

 F6ldmérési Intézet,
1373 Budapest

National Office of Lands and
Mapping, 1860 Budapest V

roB 546,
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India Division

Division Col.D.N.Sharma Atri Harnal Director, Southern Circle,
‘Chairman (India) ; Survey of India, Bangalore
A. Ghayur L " Second Secretary,’PakiStan' §
(Pakistan) L Embassy, Athens, Greece !

Latin America Division

Division F. Gall ;13 Avenida "A" No;iﬁ-ZS,Colonia
Chairman (Guatemala) " . Loma Linda, 2Zona 11, Ciudad de
' : ' ‘ Guatemala o
I. Valanuez,Garcia A Chief, Department of Cartography,

(Cuba), 3 Sept. only Cuban Institute of Geodesy and .
o . Cartography, 20 No.4115, Mira=-
mar, Playa, Habana

Je«B.C. Wekker President, Cartographic Committea

(Suriname), 16 Aug. Phlox Str. 2, Paramarlbo
only : : '
Norden Division I
P. Hovda | - Chief; Place Names Archives, :
, ~ (Norway) - State Counsellor on Geographi~ |
PO ' : . cal Names | i

Romano-Hellen1c D1vis1on

. 94 A

Division J+. Ramondou - - Institut Geographique National,

f
Chairman (France) ' -2 Avenue Pasteur, 94160 St.Mandé.
J«M. Gonzalez Aboin Instituto Geografico y Catastral
(Spain) General Ibanez de Ibero 3, Ma-
) s - drid 3
Je. Cruz o | S. Francisco de Sales 23, Madrid
(Spain) :
E. Kofos Mlnistry of Forelgn Affalrs,
{Greece) Athens
'jfi;;:;v D. Vayacacos _ General Director, Greek Language.
T (Greece) A Historical Dictionary, Academy

of Athens
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Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Division

A.M. Komkov Vice~Chairman of the Permanent
(U.SeS+Rs) Joint Committee on Geographical
: ° Names, Cartographic Scientific
Information Centre, 11, ul.No~-

voshchukinskaya, D-98 Moscow

‘United Kingdom Division

Division H.A.G. Lewis : | Permanent Committ€e on Géogra-
Chairman (Upited Kingdom). phical Names, 1 Ken31ngton Gore,
i - London SW?7 2 AR

" PiG.M. Geelan Permanent Committee on Geogra--
(United Kingdom) phical Names

United Statés of America and Canada Di#ision

. pivision - - MJF. Burrill ... Consultant, O0ffice of the Geo-

i
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.Chairman e (UsSeA.) 7 s -~ grapher, Department of State-
DeJo Orfh ' Executive'Sedretary; Uﬁited- t
(U.S.A.) : States Board on Geographic f

: . Names, Defense Mapping Agency :
R.R. Randall l : Executive Secretary, United
(U.S.A.) States Board on Geographic Names.
. Defense.Mapping Agency '

A. Rayburn ,' . Executive Secretary, Canadian
(Canada) Permanent Committee on Geographi:
' : cal Names, 580 Booth Street,

. Ottawa



