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Genersl., Because each of the countries of this Division have long been
ective in various names standardization programs, there have been few problems
which have required their mutusl attention., Por this reaason, therafors, no
divisional meetings have been scheduled., Nevertheless, closer liasison will be
established between the United States and Cansda %o the end that they may work
more effectively on matters for which they sre responsible under the a,uaspictf:t2
of the United Fations Group of Experts.

Since the S5th mseting of the Umm, both the United States and
Canade huve continued to work as separate bodies on many programs, This report
will deal with their activities scparately.

UNITED STATES

Most of the work of the Upited States respecting the standardization of
geogruphical names has been carried out dby the US Board on Geographic Nzmes,
vhich bas programs involving both domestic and foreign names. With regard to
demestic names, BOI approved spproximately 2000 pawes along with their related
deseriptive terms. These names, which are approved for officinl United States
use, are required prineipally for large-scale topographic maps and are cavried
in publications called Decision Lists issued every three months. Through the
essistance of the US Geological Survey, with which BGN works closely, an
automsted file of some 12,000 names in the Btate of Massachusebbts has been
egtablished. S.‘he file containg up to 19 categories of data for each entry.

The idea of & domestic gazetteer for the United Stetes comtinues to be
discussed, and there is evidence that o qom‘ercial orgunization may work with
EGH files to produce such a document,.~In the meantime, the American Nawss
Society, which is an independeny <rganization, contirues to be concerned with
the collection nf“w‘*'lma ponds through its Amorican Names Survey.

BGY also was act:s.va in the field of foreign names. In the last few years,
it bas worked incrcasingly on a cooperative basis with vuriocus countries, with
the BGN gazetteers often being the foundation for such cooperaztion. Since the
- last meeting of the Group of Experts, BON also has produced a number of
gezetteers, among then being British Solomon Islands and Gilbert and Ellis
Islends; Republic of Chine; Fiji, Tonga, and Wauru; French Guiana; Heiti; Lacs;
Libya; Few Caledcn:.a and Va.llis and Futuna: Hew Hebrides; Southern Bhodesis;
and Surinsm.

Efforts also continue o add names to the BN gazetteers of Antarctica and
of Underseas Featwes. Slace 1973, approximately 200 new nemes for both arezs
have been standardized.
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Shortly aftsr the 1973 meeting, & survey was made of users of ths BEGN
gazetteers., The survey, which was sent to approximutely 600 addvesses
representing offices and individusls in the United States and in other
countries, consisted of e gquestionnaire that sought ucer comments on pearly
20 pointsz. The responses indleanted a high degree of user satisfaction with the
publicstions, and showed that they were employed for a broad range of purposes.
Among those responding were officisl agencies of the United States and of other
nations, domestic and foreign publishers, libraries, educationanl institutions,
end individusls. While it had generally becn known that the gazetteesrs were
popular, as demomstrated by the fact thut supplies of certain of these
publications were quickly depleted, the survey provided for the first time an
objective picture of user satisfaction., Onez of the most unususl uses of
gazetters is ornithologiésl research, atid it is interestiny to note that the
work of ornithologists ofteni depsnds on the kind of locnblonzl information
: presentea by the gazeiteers. -

Of particulax in‘cerest to the Group of Experts' is the ot that BCN
recently established an mdvisory committee to work with names of feabures on
extruterrestrial bodies. This orgenizetion will answer the nead +0 chzmnehze
names of planetury festures into e i‘armt, such as a guzetteer, to meetv official
and other needs withih the United States. It is envissged that thie new
cormittee will work closely wi;"‘* the International Astronomical Union.

The United uates also has been active in international names progrums
through its merbership in the Pan American Institute of Geography and History
(PAIGH). Through e PAIGH body, the Committee on Geographiczl Terminology, work
involving the standardization of geographicsl terminology is czrried out in the
member nations of PAIGH. In this connection, the cooperation and support of
Pr. Gall, the UN Expert for ILatin America, is important.

The United States continues to be responsive to requests from other
nations which inquire sbout essistunce in the creation and operation of mational
standardizing agencies. While such reguests normally come to specific mapping
agencies, such as the US Geological Survey, it is the BGN that provides the
desired information.

. It may be usaful to offer some comments about the role of the EGW in tke
United Btates. The standardizing function of BGH has mpplication only to
official documents prepareé by egencieg of the US govermment. While the
decisions made for botk domastic and Foreign names are almost exclusively
folloved by stute and local dodies and by publishers, this iz not always the
case, In point of fact, BGH muokes its decisions on domestic names sfter close
consultation with local suthorities, and generally accepts locul views. By
the same token, commercianl publishers in certain cagses bhave uszed names other
than those a.pprovacl by B«Glif for foreign areas.

Commercial px’bhshers pley & significant role in the dissemination of
geographical information in the United States. They are responsivle for
virtually all refureace works, textbooks, atlases, globes, and related items
that contain geographical material. In this connection 1t is important to
say that despite assumptions to the contrary, one such product constitubes
e gazetteer of the United Stabtes. Reference should Ye made to the Rand Mellzlly
Cormereinl Atlss and Murkebing Guide. Issued enpually since 1870, this
publication contuaing maps and listings identifying approximately 110,000 pluces
in the United States. :




