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My thanks first go to the Chairman of the Group of Experts for the amount
" of effort he put ©  in. to inform all divisional chairmen of - what was going _
on through circular letters. The circular letters apart from béing iﬂ"foi*mative,
were quite' thought-provoking, especially ciicular letter. No. 2, and set some of
us thinking sérious" |
The division has. nbt held a.n’yb formal meetings' since the Athens conference

during which the firs‘E meeting of the division was held. The meeting in Athens
vas held on 5 September 1977 and was attended by delegates from Kenys, Madagascar,
Ug'anda'and_ Zambia. At the meeting Mr. W.J. Absaloms (Kenya) was elécted Chairman
of the division, Mr. E. Aﬁdrianaiivo (Madagasca.r) was elected vice-chairman and |
Mr. C.M. Mubita (Zambia) was elected rapporteur. It was proposed then that the
second meeting would be held during the Fourth United Nations Regional Cartographic .
Conference for Africs ‘which:wag_ to be held in Abidjan last yéa)r but was postponed.

. There were however informal contact between some member countries of the
division, notably Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. In Zambia the

Survey Department has been exploring ways of revitallzlng their names committee
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which has not been very active in the recent years.

As programmes for large scale tcpogra;phicgl mapping ip the regidn are expanded,
the need for stepping up activities in the fiel& of names collection and treatment
has 'be_comé important ‘a,nd' all countries in the region sre taking steps to meet

the need.
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}The problem with holding meetings. in the i'evgion has been aggrevated by
the cut down in conﬁnunication due to political problems.' This has been in
addit.ion to the low p‘riority the developing countriés attech to the subject.
of~ standardization of geographical namés. The second problem is partly being
overcome by the realizatio}x thét topographical maps are required for proper
planning of _all rural development programmes and these maps were not complete
unless the names on them are properly processed. |

It is still the intention that the second meeting of the division will be
held during the Fourth United Na‘lj.ions Regiona.l Ca.rtographic Conference for
Africe to be held later this year. If however this conference will be postponed
e.gain'then efforts will be made to hold a sépa.ra.te meeting given the righf

- political atmosphere in the region.




