W Grouwp ol Mxpesis on
Ceegraphiceal Homes

Sixth Session

Report of the Dutchespeaking and German-specking Division

The Dutch-speaking and Germonespesking Divieion hes been originally

form:=d by:
Austria Frof. Dr. J. Breu, Wien
Belgium (Dutche-spoaking part) Prof. D.R. Draye, Herent
Fed. Rep. of Germany Prof. E. M:zynen, Bonn-Bad Godesberg
Yetherlands Dr. D.P. Blok, Amsterdam
St:itzerlond (F- German-

spcaking part) Prof. E. Spiess, Zurich

At this meeting we welcone Dr. E, Hanck, Berlin German Democratic Republie
as e member of the Divieion too.

Meetlngm

The divizior hes held two meetings in Frankfurt a.M. since the fifth

gesgion of the grcup of experts, namsly on November 13, 197& end on Januery 30,
1975. Taey were rainly concerned with the items on the provisional egenda for
this conference. It waz felt that mo: » experts were eventually eble to
participate at the sessions of the group of experts, if it were concentrated

- on two weeks eand prevented from too many questions of simple procedure. The
chairman of the division was asked to expreas this opinion in & letter to the
orgenizing body of the UN.

Definitions

The division has set up a German translation of the "Glossary of Terminology
for th: Standerdization of Geographical Eamﬂs . Bugrgestione will be made directly

~ to the chairman of this working group.
Training Course

The division fully supports the invigation of the Dutch government to
orgenize & training eourse at the ITC in Enschede in Spring 1976. Severel
experte of the division have sccepted to give their personzl essistence to such
& course,

Kational Gazetteers

Austria has nearly completed the preparation of a Geographicel Gezetteer
of Austria. About 5300 names have been selected on the base of the General Map
of Austria 1:500,000. The gecond draft hos becn epproved by the Austrian
Acadeny of Science. It will be pudblished eas & conclse gezetteer eccording to
resolution 35 of the Second Conference of the UN for the Standardization of
Geographical Rames 4in London. ;
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The Federal Republic of Germany has undertaken & preproject in order to
study the prepsration of such a gazettecr by data processing. Abcut 10,000
names shall be incorporated in a first version. A speeisl working paper
has been submitted. _

In Sultzerlend research organizations econsider to start a similar
project for deta collection of the names contained in the Nationel Map 1:200,000
hoping that this initial step might finally lead to a gazetteer according to
the proposals of London. . '

Bibliography of Gazetters and Glozsaries

The division tekes greet interest in this activity directed by one of its
experts; it hopes that such a bibliography can be published soon after the
8ixth Session of the Group of Experts end expresses the wish that the bibliography
be kept up-to-date by a periodical supplement published by the UN.

Reduction of Exonyms

The division considers the definition of "Exonym™ as given in London as 2
good base to understand the problems of exonyms. The poaition of the divisioen
is still the sare as the one expresged in its paper L.24 in London. We feel that
the efficiency of a division cennot be measured dby the number of exonyms
eliminated in each peried. There are e fev means to influence the reduction
rate of these exonyms. But we mainly depcnd on the current development of the

vocabulery of a langusge.

For the German lengusge the "DUDEN, Worterbuch geogrephischer Hamen™, 1st
volume "Europe without USSR®, edited by St¥ndiger Ausschuss fir geographische Namen®
and published 1956 by Bibliographisches Institut Mannheim, can be considered as
the actual 1list of exonyms for the German langusge area. It mast, however, de
mentioned that the German Democratic Republic was not yet & member of this group
at the time of compilation of this volume. IXn the meantime the “Ausschuss® has
eontinued its work concerning the rest of the world. It can be taken as certain
that in revisions of these volumes the exonyms having become obsolete in the
meentime will be eliminated. A special list of exonyms for the German langusge
is therefore not conesidered. '

The Netherlands will submit a paper by its own (Working Paper No. 9).
Final Remarks

The Divicion is not ewere of major problems in its arca for which it might
~be necessary to £ind a common solution. Most problems are to be solved on the
national level. However, the members of the division appreciate very much the
exchange of rutual information and experience that has become possible through
the existence of the division. It has been observed that this exchange of
experience sponsors the development in this field in those areas where & common
standard has not yet been reached.



