ITT. RESCLUTICNS ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE

1. TFourth United Nations confercznce on the
standardization of gecographical names

The Cenference,

Noting the importance and necessity of continuing the work on the
standardization of geographical names on both the national and international levels
by States Members of the United Wations,

Further noting the important contributions of this Conference, as well as the
contributions of the First and Second United Nations Conferences on the
Standardization of Geographical Names,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Government of Iran for its offer to
act as host country for the fourth United Nations conference on the stsndardization
of geographical names;

2, Recommends to the Economic and Social Council that the fourth United
Nations conference on the standardization of geographical names be convened in Iran
not later than the first half of 1982,

2. BSpecifications for international gazetteers of countries

The Conference,

Recognizing that several countries have prepared or will prepare national
gazetteers of their standardized geographical names,

1. Recommends that the title page and all necessary information in this
type of gazetteer should be in the official language(s) of the country concerned
and in one or more of the official languages of the United Nations. The title page
should contain the following details (blank spaces to be filled in with the
appropriate country name):

"United Nations Series of National Gazetteers

"Published by the (formal title of the authority on geographical names) of

"Adopted for official use by the (authority on geographical names) of

"Prepared, as far as possible, in accordance with the recommendations of
the United Nations concerning national gazetteers.";
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2. Turther recommends that in the introduction to this type of gazetteer
reference should be made to recommendation E of resclution k of the First United
Nations Conference cn the Standardization of Geographical Names. 22/

3. Automated data processing

The Conference,

Considering the importance of resolution 3 of the First Conference 23/ and
resolution 30 of the Second Conference on the Standardization of Geographical
Names, 2h/

Noting the plans for publishing gazetteers under the auspices of the United
Nations, including a concise gazetteer of the world based on national standard
names,

Recognizing the expanding use of automated data processing for the management
of geographical names information and the production of gazetteers,

1. Recommends that the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names consider the problem of compatibility of systems on geographic-name
information (data elements) 25/ compiled by different nations for gazetteers and
automated data processing systems;,

2, Further recommends that the Group of Experts recognize the importance of
the compatibility of output media generated by automated data processing (such as
nmagnetic tapes) so that geographic-name information may be made availsble to
international users in other than the printed form,

}, Reliability statement on geographical names in documents

The Conference,

Recognizing the desirability of providing information on the basis of which
users may judge the accuracy of names contained in a particular names source
document ,

1. Recommends that in such documents information be provided on whether the
names concerned have been approved by the national names authority or are in a
provisional form. In either event the maximum possible information should be
provided as to the source of the names - for example, whether field-collected,
gathered from documentary sources or specially bestowed;

gg/ United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names,
vol. I ..., p. 1lL.
23/ Ibid., p. 9.

24/ Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical
Names, p. 15.

25/ Data elements are the result of separating data into categories for the
purpose of determining the arrangement of gazetteers by vertical or horizontal
columns or for the descriptive coding of data for either gazetteer layout or
automatic data processing.
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