Considering the increased activity in ocean research and the need to develop
names to identify a rapidly growing number of newly discovered undersesa features,

Recognizing that such names are required for certain hydrographic publications
and for bathymetric charts or related material used for research documentation,

Hoting that a set of procedures developed by the United Nations would, if
implemented by all Member States, lead to a desirable degree of uniformity in
naming new features, while also establishing a mechanism for resolving conflicts
over or duplication of names,

Realizing the interest of the International Hydrographic Organization and
the Intergovermmental Oceanocgraphic Commission in standardizing not only
procedures for naming but also the names themselves,

Recommends that the principles and policies, as well as the name proposal
form put before the Conference, be submitted to the International Hydrographic
Organization for the purpose of developing an agreed statement to meet requirements
for an internationally acceptable set of guidelines designed to ensure maximum
standardization of undersea feature names.

II

The Conference,

Noting that national and international organizations may employ different
terms and definitions for undersea features,

Realizing that the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names
has elaborated a list of terms and definitions that differ from those approved
and submitted to the Conference by the International Hydrographic Orgenization,

Recommends that the Group of Experts, in collaboration with the International

Hydrographic Organization, develop, for international use, a joint list of
terms and definitions for undersea features.

23. Extraterrestrial feature names

The Conference,

Recalling resolution 21 of the Second United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names, 45/

Noting that recemt planetary research programmes have resulted in a growing
requirement for names for newly discovered features on the surface of the planets,

Anticipating that names for many features as yet unidentified will be
required for the future,

45/ Second United Wations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical
Names, vol, 1 ..., p.13
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Recognizing that nations active in planetary research must meet reguirements
for names for maps and charts,

Recognizing that in view of the great importance of space exploraticn for
the whole of humanity, world-wide participation in the procedure for naming
extraterrestrial features would ensure that succeeding generations will inherit
a nomenclature less confused than that bequeathed by the past,

Realizing that those nations actively engaged in planetary exploration have
developed certain procedures for producing names for maps, charts and other
publications,

Avare of the role played by the International Astronomical Union in the
establishment of names lists and the application of names to features for
international purvoses,

1. Recommends that the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names
collaborate with the International Astroncmical Union and other interested
international bodies in programmes for the allocation of names to extraterrestrial
features so that all requirements for names information may be met:

2, Also recommends that, as reguired, nations employ their own languages
and writing systems in the treatment of generic terminology:

3. Further recommends that proposal forms be devised by the Group of FExperts
for the use of all countries that may wish to suggest names for extraterrestrial
featuares.

2L, Use of the Arabic language as a working language ab future United
Nations conferences on the standardization of geographical names

The Conference,

Considering that since 1975 the Arabic language has been a working language
of the General Assembly of the United Fations and of some of its organs,

Foting that seven Arab States have participated in the Third United Nations
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names and that not less than
15 such States are expected to participate in the fourth conference,

Noting also that the Arabic language is understood by eight delegations
(other than those of Islamic States) attending the Third Conference and that the
number of delegations that understand the language thus constitutes almost one
third of the participating delegations,

Considering that the Arab States are willing to bear in part or in full the
cost of making the Arabic language a working language of the fourth conference,

Recommends that Arabic be made one of the working languages of future United

Nations conferences on the standardization of geographical names and meetings of
the Group of Experts.
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