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Item 7 of the provisiocnal aganda

) REPORT BY NIGERIA BECEREE
- In Nigeria, thé authority for the standardization of geographical names is the .
National Committee on the Standardization of Maps and Geographical Names. This
Committee, of which the Director of Federal Surveys is the Chairman, includes all the
Surveyors-General of the States, representatives of Federal Government departments and
agencies interested in geographical names and maps like Agriculture and Forestry,
Geoclogical Surveys and Statistics; representatives of the surveying and geography
departments and related disciplines in universities and institutions of nigher
learning, historians and linguistics. A similar committee also exists at the State
level with the Surveyor-General as Chairman, but the State Committee zlso includes
representatives of Local Governments, Education Authority and organizations for the
promotion of the local languages and culture. Tt mey be mentioned that until the end
of 1975 the Fedevation of Nigeria consisted of 12 States but early in 1976 more States
vere created to bring the number of States up to 19. Some of the newly created States
have net yet established their local Committess on the Standardization of Geographical
Homes.

The Federal Surveys, the national napping agency, is charged with the
responsibility of compiling the geographical names since the names are reguired
primarily for mapping. This is done in close collaboration with the Survey Departments
of the States. The country is virtually covered with maps on the scale of 1/50;000
and the standardization of geographical names is based on this map series. The
ptandardization of Geographical Names is, however, not confined to the names of
setilemenis and features appearing on the 1/509000 map series. It extends to names
on large scale maps including maps for cities and towns.

Before WNigeria attained independence, the spelliing of geocgraphical names was
based on the system of the United Kingdom Royal Geographical Soclety. This
necessitated the use of digraphs and, as a result, some of the names were angliciged,
Jome of the names were also wrongly recorded,due pogsibly to the lack of knowledge
of fthe local languages by the collectors of names. The standardization of
geographical names is now based on loeal nemes, and the collection of names ig being
undertaken by those with local knowledge of the particular ares being dealt with and
the names are further crosg-checked by the local goverament authority. This has,
however, created problems because of the variety of languages spoken in Nigeria.

At present the number of Nigerian langusges already identified lies between 380
and 390. This number may slightly alter as either new languages are discovered or
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a8 it bebomes possible to join several speech forms together as dialects of one and
the same language. But it has been claimed that whatever happens the witimate . number
of Nigerian languages will not be less than 350, excludlng the dialecial variaticns
within a language. 0 this lavrgs number of languages only a very'small percentage
have been adequately studied to the extent that it could be said that there is a
practical orthography available for each of them. Another problem wesulting from the
large number of languages ig that of different Spelllng conventions for different
languages. It is kmown that there are reccords of 11terary activity inm well over

70 different Nigevian languages. In the circumstanced, the task of standardization
of geographical names is far from eagy. It has, however, been agreed, in accordance
with the principle already adopied by the United Natians Conference on Ceographical
Wames to continue with the romanizaticn of place names and that where it was
considered necessary to resort to the use of diacritrical marks.

A third edition of the Gavatteer of Geographical Names for Nigeria was produced
and printed but it has to be withdrewn becaussg it was “canght with the decision to .
adopt the names used by the local inhabitants and not those angllclzeé or adopted By

our former colonial masters. There were also the major admlnlstratlve changes due to ‘t
the creation of additional States dw the counizy. TheGazattearhas now’ been,completely'

revised and.the names are based on.the 1/50 000 topographlcal maps series. It is now ;3
at the final stage of processing for publlcatlon, T :




