UNITED NATIONS

ECONOMIC
AND
SOCIAL COUNCIL

THIRD UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE
STANDARDIZATION OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

Athens, Greece

17 August - 7 Septerber 1977

Iten 15 {a)(i} of the provisional agenda

Digtr.
LTMITED

: E,r"GONF.69/LH61‘(.{‘1bsﬁraot}
17 Arugust 1977

Original: LINCLISH

ROMANIZATION 11 JAPAW

It ig =aid that the practice of the Romaniming of Japanese originated in the
last years of the 16th century. '

Varicus methods for the Hemanizing were deviged, of which the two systems -
Nihon 8iki (systenm adopted under a Cabinet ordinance) and Syfisei Hebon Siki

Modified Hepburn System) - have been mostly used from the beginning of the
bySwa Fra.

In response to the strong calls for standardization, the Govermnment carried out
surveys researches, for many years which regulted in the issuance in 1937 of a
Cabinet Crdinance on a standard method of writing in Roman letters. This is the
system presently known as Kunrei Siki.

Since the Second World War, Sylsei Hebon Siki gained increased popularity,
causing confusion in the Romanization. Thus, in response to the incressed demand
for stemdardization, the CGovernment issued a Cabinet Notification and Ordinance in
1954, on the basis of the results of the work for five yesrs.

This Notification and Ordinance is based on the concept that Kunrei Siki is +he

best available system, and it might be said that there ig a pogasibility that the
existing Romanizing systems may be ultimetely unified in thig particuler sysben..

ATH.77-135



