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There arc?, as of Xarch 1970, thirty-four United Nations nenber at&es 
in the region mbfpica South of the Sahara % Of thes6, seveadxwn use Engllsh 
for international conznunkations, sixtsen use Srench, and one Spanish. They 
probably all have minority lanpluages which either ar6 unwritten or ar6 not 
fullyanalysedand described 

This cczzzittez should address an enquiry to these stat6s, s66king the 
following infowations : 

a) is th6m a national authority dealing with g6ographical nam6s ? 
b) If so, what is Its m6&x%-ship and ,nethod of working ? 
c) is there a gam%tmr or ~aogx%~phic~~ rxuncts index, publi8hsd or 

unpublished 0 
d) what .t\ethod i6 used for recording nau16s from tmy unwrittxm mguaget 

and rendering thex int;o spe&llngs m6d on official rmps ? 

Tho objsct of asking question6 is to didt mm res~mnse, 6v6n ff thisl 
is only negative. 

However, w6 should at the same time, draw the states' att6ntion to the 
cxistance and aims and functions of this Cumittw and to some of the pa~grs 
presented at G6neva, ep.g#, th6 P&ci~les of Transcr%~lon (prssented by Fwncr 
pp 470l.42, Vol02, Px~esdings of the Conference and Technical Papors) and 
the Structure of a National Noes AuMoritQ (Kenya, pp 103404) and 6nqulx-e 
whather they muld Iike aqy infomat%on or assiakance fmxn eithetr ths Ad Hoc 
Gxvup ofExpSr+ orthe r6gional Exp6r& 


