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onstdvmation of the alms and functions of the Group of Bxperts untdl cipvuals-
tion of the ropert of the work group on modus operandl.

Consideration of ltem 4/C/1 of the agenda, deitiing with wnwritten African
languages followed.

- Mo Geolan drew attention to the importance that English and French retaiued

ag adninistrative languages in Afidca south of the Sahara.

Hr. Loxton reviewed briefly the geographical, historical and political bacit-
ground of the region and sommented on the wording of Resolution I8 as fol.ows @

{a) the term ®unwritten language™ nseds quslification. Most langusge:
have been subject to more or less analysis and documentation whinch
loads eventually to a full dictionary and grammar and literature.

For our purnese we may regard a lanruage as unwsitton or incomplebely
written until it is possible to find in the works of reference any
required information about the majority of geogmaphic gsneric Lerms.,

(b) accurate rendering of many sounds (such as the olick in scuthern Bantu )
into the roman alphabet using either the French or English systess is
not: pessible. Some more comprehensive system, such as the "Afwic:
Alphabet® is required, but it has not been found practicable %o
achieve this ideal,

dr. iddélec pointed out that a number of francophone stabes of wast Afvien

had coneluded bilateral agreements with the Freneh authorities for cartog:ephie
application of the principles of transexiption worked ou? by the Institu
Géographique National in 1953.

Hr. Lewis recalled that Hesolutdun 18 arose from a Toquest by Africsa counbrie:
and not by request of elther France or the United Kingdom,
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It was agreed thebt wilth a view to finding a solution fo thess problems
qre Loxten would prepare a paper sugeesting guldelines and setting forth
the conditions in whish expert assistance from the zroup weuld be mest
effective. This note would be sent to all African countries in ordsr to
discower their position in this matier.

The Group of Experts next examined Item 4/C/ii of the agenda concerning
minority languages. ¥dre. Hovda, Komkov and Breu gave accounts of the
situation in their respsctive countries,



