Ad Hoe Group of Experis on
the Standardizstion of
Geographical Names
New York, 10-20 March 1970

MINUTES NO, 1

Hesting held on Tussday, 10 March 1970

The Ruleos of Proecedure of thoe Genem Conference wers adopted with the
following modifications:

Rule 1, Each expart shall participate as an expert rather than as
a representative of a state.

Rules 2=4, Credentisls are not roguired singe the experis wors
invited rather than appointed,

Rule 6, The officors elected at the Comova Gonference shall functica
wntil the next conference, Messrs, laxton, Geelan and Page
were arppointed by the Chairran as assistants to the rapporteur,

Fule 24, Dzelsions shall be made either by consensus or by a majority
of regicms rathor than by a majority of states.

Rule 26, Rell-call. votes, 1f reguired, will be taken in order of the
list of ragions in Vol. 1 of the Geneva Conference raport,
beginning with the reglon whose nome is dravm by lot by
the President,



The question of the adoption of the ggenda vms pressmted. Dr. Ommeling
propesed that Jtem Ab bo treated cursorily, and that Item 5 zhould be delstsd
altogether. Following stalemonte in suppsrt of 4bd by the Executive Secratary,
by Mr. Dolaney, and by the chaizman, and stotemsnts in suppert of Item 5 by
Mr. Kemkow, thoso two Items were rotained unchanged. At the suggestion of
Col. Sharma, supported by Mp., Lawds, a new Tiem 7 - "Other Business! - was
added, and existing Item 7 was remmbered Item- 8§,

The Chalrman roported that the May 18, 1968 ECOSOC mesting, 2t vhich there
wereo considersd the Goneva Conference recomnsndations for a permsnont coamditics
and & sesond conference, wiortunately was & tima of fiscal emargsncy abt the
Ui, Hovraver, the high percent of UM Member States ropresented at Genmeva, the
high poresnt of attendees who wore teochniecal people, and the cbvicus sucesss of
the conference were strong arguments for continuation of the programms, Although
it was not pesasible to establish a now body nor to mska any cther financial
cenmmitments, BCOSOC invited the Group of Expsris already in being to carry out
functions propesed for the perawnent committes and reguested the Seeretary-General
o consult with tho Group on the holding of a second confersnca,

The Chalxman roported on the Ganevn conference at two othor intermationzl
mestings., Prior to ths Internaticnal Geographleal Congress in New Dalhl in
Deccmber 1968, an abstract of Hs proposed pnper was eireulated to thoso who
would probebly be membhoy of the Croup of Ixports Por comment, and recsivad
genexel conewyranes., The fall papsr is being diatributed aleng with & papsy
read ab the first Contreoamerican Reglonal Rounion on Standardizaticon of Geogra-
phical Namss hold in Guotemala,

En route to and fyem New Dalhi, the Cholxwen mede cz2lls in Athens, Ankexa,
Boirut, Hicosis, Jorusalem, Manila, Teipsi, and Tokyoe. It becams apparsat that
cermmications firom tha United Nations woro not always getilng through to tha
people intorested in nomsse, and that additionsl charnzls are mecesszary. It also
wos ovident that peopls wore sinecsrely trying to implersnt the rocommendations
of the Gemswe Conferencs,

Attending the International Cengrosa of Oncmasstic Sciencas (IC0S) in Vienma
in 19569, not as Chalywan of the Group of Frpavts, but as U.S. menbar of the
International Qemmiittes on the Onomastic Sciences (IC0S), he had wnsuceessfully
urged ICOS to enhance its rolo 20 2 scientific fact-finding bedy and refrain
froa blankst endorsarsnt of IS0 ramanizatien systems as proposed by Dr. Breu.

At the sectienal papsr roading meoting at which the resolution was brought up
anyone attending conld vole, and the attondanco was wory largely Austrian and
Gorman, Discussicn of the matter was brief srd was gonerally not translated

fren Geraan. At the mealting of the Statutory Comitiee, glthough translation

28 promised, it was not provided, The question was put in Germon, and voted

in the order of "me", Tabstention, and "yos", a procedurs vhich was not under-
stecd by non=Corman gpeakers. Repeated offorts o ocbtoin a copy of the rosolution
wore uvnavalling mtil last week, =0 it could not bo distreibuted.

Dr. Brem grasiously chewed the visiting Awerican dolegation some of the
resulis of work in Austria sines Genova 1967, and provided copies of 2 specialised
glossary that haa been distributed both hofore and at this meeting,
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The Chairman then asked My, Breu to confirm the accuracy of his account
of the proceedings of the ICOS meeting., Mr. Brou replied that he was not a
mamber of the Statutory Commitice vhich approved the resolution for ratifi-
catiom by the Congrass, bub thai other natiocns were repregented abt the Section
meoting at vhich ths resclution had boen adopted, including delegates from
Eastern and Scuthern Furcpecn countries, ¥y, Howda stated that his recollsstion
agrasd with that of the Chairman.

The Chajrman further reported that at the First Centroarsrican Reglonal
Reunicn on Standardizaticn of Geographical Nomea, held in Gustemnla City in
October 1968, Guatemala put at the disposal of its nelghbors its experience
and expsrtise in a pational progromme of nams standapdisatica, ineluding a
fisld demomstration, All Centreomerican countries attended snd all but
Hicaragus sent technical people. Grest intersst was stimulated and several
countrics are axpacted te rogistor nens programmes,

The BGH snd PCGN held the seventh in ite series of bicnnial consultations
in 1968, at which & jJoint statement on remsnization was worked out. It will be
distributed as a working paper,

The German-Dutech Region held a mezoting last January and has brought a
written report to this meoting,

D, Ormoling asked if the Chalrman could peoint to any positive results
from his "public relations activities", He further asked whsther the IGU
and cther internaticnal organications hed been approached by the Chairmen Loy
approval of the recommendotions set dowm at Geneva in 1967,

¥e, Gall stated that the "mlasionary activities" of the Chairman had beoen
instrumental in the ereatien of a permanent place namss commitiee in Guatemala,
apd had dome mach to stimilate interest in geographic namas elaevhere in Latin
Ameriea a8 wsll,

Mr, Komkov also spoke faverably concsyning the Chairman's activities.

Omal roports on nationel activities wore presented by Messrs, Comes de Silwa,
Brem, Delancy, Gsll, Ormaling, Loxton, Hovda, Komkow, Meynen, Tsao and Burrill,



