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1. Portuguese Speaking Division 

 
The Brazil is participant of Portuguese Speaking Division of Group of Experts in 

Geographical Names of UNGEGN. The Portuguese Language Community (CPLP) consists of 
eight countries which occupy 4.132 square miles, approximately 7,2% of the planet surface. The 
eight state members of  CPLP are located in four continents  and they are: Portugal; Brasil; Cabo 
Verde; Guiné Bissau; São Tomé e Príncipe;  Angola ;  Moçambique; and Timor Leste. 

 
Some tasks were also determined to be developed by this new division such as: 

researching the potential contribution of each member institutional work related to toponomy and 
geographical names, establishing the exchange between its members, translating to portuguese 
the United Nation’s Terminology Glossary, listing each division country’s towns and cities with 
more than 100.000 inhabitants according to its guidelines keeping this database updated 
researching and consulting UNGEGN’s legislation on geographical names in its webpage, 
gathering and exchanging the list of Generic Terms that occur in the Topographical Maps of the 
DPLP several countries for study and standardization, listing exonyms and establishing frequent 
experience and information exchange.  
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DPLP internal  and external (with UNGEGN) communication should be made in the 
internet through DPLP website as well as institutions and experts in the geographical names 
issues.  

The DPLP will also emphasize the following concerns: conveying systematical 
information about any geographical names change to UNGEGN enabling its secretary with 
means to spread this information; publishing and updating guidelines for the geographical names 
in the cartographic products and including peculiar aspects of each country such as legal 
situation of geographical names in  all the languages of countries with several official languages, 
pronunciation rules, phonetically keys for pronunciation, standardization of geographical names, 
authorities on geographical names, resources of information, abbreviations in official maps and 
others. 

We are working hard in Brazil to available the home page of Portuguese Division 
Speaking as soon as possible. Probably, until next may month, all countries will  change 
information in this site environmental. 
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