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Introduction:

Geographical Names in a country and its density in survey unit is related
with human and natural circumstances of the country such as: area,
population, building centers (human gatherings, cities and villages),
economic activity, diversity of earth surface types, climate, natural resources
and raw materials, and all have relation with longitudes, latitudes, land,
water surfaces, geology and geomorphology.

These factors explain the conceniration and density of geographical names
in some areas and decrease in others in Jordan.

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is located south west Asia between the
latitudes of 29 11-33 22 North equator, and longitudes of 34 59-39 19 east
Greenwich line, its area is 89287km?2 (34474miles2).

Naturally, Jordan is divided into three characterized types expands from
North to South which are: Trench (Aghwar), Heights, and desert hill
(Jordanian Badia):

1- Jordan Trench: expands from northern west side of Jordan to
extreme southern west side (Aqaba Gulf) and it is divided into three
sections:

a. Jordan River GHawr: it is surrounded by Jordan River west and
heights east, it is used for agriculture and completely inhabited.

b. Dead Sea: It is the lowest spot all over the world (416m below
the sea level), there are many tourist establishments on its
northern east side in addition to some inhabited gatherings in
the eastern and southern side.

c. Wadi Araba: it’s length about 170km and it has some inhabited
gatherings.

2~ Heights: Expands from north Jordan to South, and it is considered the
most important areas in Jordan where most of Jordan population live.
It is provided with the suitable natural circumstances of climate and
soil, also it includes the main economic activity. It’s height about
400-1000m from sea level then it became more towards south to
reach 1854m in Umm Ad- Dami then Jabal Ram (1754m). The



largest width is (50m). The buildings concentration and economic
activity decrease in south areas.

3- Jordanian Badia: It forms most Jordan’s area (75%) and due to its
natural circumstances, it almost doesn’t have buildings or inhabitants.
Who watch topographic maps of Jordan or the geographical names
index immediately notice the concentration of names in heights, then
in Okhdud and Aghwar and rarely in Jordanian Badia.

Geographical Names Index in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan:

Geographical Names were paid great attention by many minisiries,
establishments and authorities. Since its establishment, Royal Jordanian
Geographic Centre(RJGC ) paid also a great attention based on scientific
bases and corresponded with world and national recommendations in this
field by adopting the National Committee on Geographical Names.

RIGC issued various products related with names such as maps, charts,
studies, different books and constructed a data base in this field including
the Geographical Names Index in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
which was produced in 2004 depending on:

1- Topographic Maps scale 1/25000: Cover the western region of Jordan
in (218) plates. These plates were produced by aerial survey from
aerial photos were taken in 1981 and had subjected to field
completion.

2- Topographic Maps scale 1/50000: Cover the eastern area of Jordan in
(109) plates which where produced by using aerial survey of aerial
photos where taken in 1961 and had field completion at the end of
eighties of last century. ( Appendix 1 ).

(Note: Jordan is completely covered by topographic maps scale 1:50000).

Names were among the field completion, since it depended on the names
mentioned in maps and charts previously produced ,local names taken
from people in the region and government records.

Outputs:

1- Paper copies of this index in two types of arrangement (Appendix 2):
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a. Two volumes alphapitically arranged according to geographical
name.

b. Two volumes alphapitically arranged according to names in the
plate and its scale. Every type includes (10632) names in 355
A4 pages.

2- Soft copy on CD (Appendix 3).

The index includes the following information:

a.
b.

e.

f.

Name in Arabic language

Name in Roman language according to the bases agreed upon in the
Arab Group.

Kind of landmark: city, village, town, river, valley, well, springs,
ruins, castle, mountain, hell, archeological area, broadcasting station,
plain, swamp, cemetery, grave, tomb...est. of other characteristics of
landmark.

Co-ordinates: include geographical coordinates (degree, minute and
second), Jordanian and Palestinian quadrangle.

Name of Plate that includes the landmark.

Scale of plate that includes the landmark.

Searching methods in the Index:

The user of the (CD) can search by the following:

a.
b.
c.
d.

Name in Arabic Language.
Name in Roman Letters.
Scale of the plate.

Map name.

e. Landmark nature.

Index Benefits:

The most important benefit of this index is that it considered a data and
information base related with geographical names in Jordan, accordingly it
facilitates the user’s mission to reach any needed information easily, also it
participates in unifying writing names in Roman Letters in addition to the
clearance nature and specialty of the area.

Information can be copied in paper. In the same time, nobody or authority
except Royal Jordanian Geographic Centre can add, amend or erase any data
existed in the CD to avoid any change in it’s information.
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Enclosures:

Appendix (1): The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan shows the information
resources in the index (maps).

Appendix (2): Paper copy form of the Index.

Appendix (3): Page form of the paper copy.
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