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" Upon invitation of ‘the Islanic Repub]zc of lran, the fourth regxonal - flA
~meeting of S.W.Asja Division was held in Tehran between January 7th.to Jan-
vary 9th. 1991, in the premisgs gf the Geographical Organization of the -
Armed Forces (formerly known és National Geographical Orgaéization) .

The inauéuration ceremonies took place st 9. a.m. on 7th Jan. in the -
main reception hall of the officers'c;ub at the_abovg mentipned organization. :

A large number of higﬁ grade army officers, univeréity pfbfessors; rep-
resentative of cartographical and geographical institutes and members of the
Iranian Names and Geographical Terminolégy Board were present . The Director
of the Geographical Organization welcomed the part1c1pants in the meeting -

and othet invited guests. He then gave an outline of history and sctivities
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of the Geographical Organization, and the part that the organization had in
the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the Islamic’Republic of Iran after
its eight years w;r. The main speaker et the inaugural ceremonies was engi-
neerJAli Akbaf Tbrkan, Minister of Defence, who also’welcomed the partici- -
pants. Mr.Turkan then made brief statements on thé vérious phases of deve-
.lopment of human civilizatxon and concluded his statements by emphasizing
the rolé of infbrmations present world community. He pointed out that geog-
raphical names whether appeares on maps or in the newspapers and other mass
media were an important means of communication and therefbre deserved every
sttention. He referred to the project }mplemented some quarter of a centuary
ago by the U.N. in connection with the standardization of geograﬁhical names
throughout the world and imphasized the importance of the wotk of the fourth
Meeting in promotion'bf the United Nations aihs and gbjectives. He concluded

-

his statements by wishing the1participants_subcess in their deliberations .
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RTICIPANTS . oy
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r The S.W.Asia Division of the United Nations Conference for Standardization
of Geographiczl Numes include all countrieé of thc area excluding the Argbic
Speaking Countries. The Diiision covers Fersi and urdu speaking couatrie§ aﬁ

well as those that uﬁg farsi scgipgvggltgggrﬁg@gg,_Nﬁrma;;y it includes Iran
vAfghanistan and Pakiétan but at the Fourth Regional Meeting delegates fr9m -
USSR and particularly Farsi speaking Republic of Tajikestan were also invited.
This invitation was received favourably and delegates from the USSR and Taji-

kestan participated as observers.The meetlng exnressed hooe that,in future,the’
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observer delegate will attend as active members.A deta:led list of participants’

-—— o ——— — e e o s

LANGUAGE OF THC MEETING 15 attached here to as aooend*x No. 1.

In view of the fact that the majority of participants comprehended Farsi,
it was originally envisaged that all business of the meeting be conducted in
%arsi..ﬂowever. upon request of one delegate who apparently was not & master
of Farsi language, it was agreed that English be the official language.Cons-A
eggently most of the business was conducted in English, although Farsi had to
be inevitably used on certain occasions. | |

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS ' -

The meetiﬁg had altogether 10 busineés sessions. Dr. Hoha;mad Hassan Ganji,
Professor Emeritus ( Geoéraphy ) of Tehran Universiiy and presently actiné as
' geographical advisor to the Director of the Organiiation was in thé chair -
throughouE the sessiéhs. Th.e first three sessions vere devoted to the approval
of the sgenda end ;ubmission'and discussion of the national reports. Dr. Ganji
submitted a fairly long report which dé;it partly with a brief histo£y 9f the
divisional activities and partly with what was done in the Islamic Republic of
Iran after the termination of war with Iraq.: The delegates of Pakistan and -
Afghanistan submitted brief written and verbal reports tespectively. The rem-
aining sessions of the meeting were almost exclusively assigned to the discu-

ssion of translitiration systems in use in mﬁmber countries. Needless to say

that the main aim of the meeting was to come up with a system as simplified
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as possible, both in respect of alphabetical length and common usage, in all
countries concerned.. No time was lost on the discussion of .alphabetical signs
that were exclusive to any one country. Therefore most of the discussions, =
that sometimes turned to te arduements, were centred on the éigns that had &
common usage. n1thecoutse of the discussions several proposals were submltted
by Dr. Hostafa Hoqarrabx, Iranxan Linguist and phllologxst. Ihese proposals -<
could not be accepted by delegates from Pakistan and Afghanistan before con-
sulting their home autherities. The delegate from Pakistan, io particular, -
"argued that alteration of a weli ; established system of transliteration w@th
which a1l map -~ users have becooe familiar without any difficulty of confusion
 will not be practicaole.'ﬂe added that introdution of new signs will therefore
not serve the purpose of tois meeting. He made proposals that sre attached ~
hereto along with Dr. Moqarrabi's remarks as annex No. ¥ . The delegates were
requested to take the proposals back to their respective offices and have them
put to discussion. They were further requested to let-Dr. Ganji know if their
countries spproved of the proposed changes in due course so that they may be -

included in the final report that is to be submitted at the coming seésion of

the United Nations Group of Experts on the Standardization of Geographical
Names. A completeflist of epproved systems duly signed by all delegates is

attached hereto as annex No. 2.

HOSPITALITY
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The director and officers of the Geographical Organization showed warm

hospitality during the entire stay of the delegates “in Tehran.

Visits were arranged for the partitipants to enable them to see places of
interest such as the magnificent tomb and musoleum of toe late Emam Khomeini.
RESOLUTIONS

In the course of its deliberations, the Fourth Meeting of the S.W.Asia ~
Division of the United Nations Conference for the Standardization of Geogra-
phical Names resalved that: .

1- The meeting appreciated wigh much graiitu&é, the invitation and hospita-
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lities of the Islamic Republic of Iran and ghe formation of the present
meeting in Tehran, "

In view of the tremendous importance of'geographical names both as a mean
of communicating information and widening the scope of general knowledge

of the socxety and, as a factor in economic developments, all countr;es of

e

.;the region should continue to collect, process, register and propagate,

geographical names as called for by the guidelines provided by the United

Nations Group of experts.on the Standardization of Geographical Names,

The repfesenietive of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the United Nations
’ ) : of .
Group of Experts for the Standardization CGeographical Names, being the -

sole link between the countries of the division and the bady in question,

" should prepare comprehensive report about progresses made in the region,

to be submitted to the future session of the UNGESCN and the fourth com-
ing Sixth. UNCSGN,

To enable the above representative to prepare his comprehensive report,

8ll delegate$ present at‘the fourth meeting are required to send to him

their national progress reports &ithin the next ‘six mdnghs.
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Tehran Jan -9- 1990



