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IN THE NAME OF GOD
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GENEVA 29TH.SEPTEMBER TO 7TH.OCTOBER 1986

REPORT SUBMITTED

By

THE GOVERNMENT OF . IRAN.

1l; INTRODUCTION

1.1 The present report is a brief review of the activities undertaken
and progress made in Iran since the Eleventh Session of the UN
Gfoup of Experts on Geographical Names,held in Geneva in October
1984.It should be noted that as reported to the aforementioned
Session two years ago,Iran is still engaged in the impoeed war
with its western neighbour,a war that has necessarilly absorbed
followed,although within inevitable limitations caused by the War

conditions.

2 ;NATIONAL STANDARDISATION

2,1 As indicated in the previoué report,all functions of the‘National
Geog raphical Names Authority have been entrusted to the Army ,
Geographical Office.This office has successfully carried out its
work in this connection. During the period under review,the Army
Geographical Office has added no less than 8,051 new place name
cards to its collection with the result that now thgre are 36,242
plage name cards ready for gradual utilizatien in the National

Gazetteer.

3 ;FIELD COLLECTION OF INFORMATIO

3.1 There has been no change in the scheme for standardization and
Verificatioﬁ of geographical names,introduced some years ago. The
standard village identification questionnaires have been carefully
filled by trained personnel and the work has gone on satisfac-

torily.
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3.2 In addition>to village identificationquestionnaires,the 1;:;250,000
map sheets have been. regularly utilized in the field with the
result that upto date 112 sheets or 82% out of a total coverage

of 138 sheets have been completely dealt with.

4; NATIONAL GAZETTEER

4.1 The main objective of the activities undertaken under 2.above is
to gather information for the National Gazetteer or the Geogra-
phical Dictionary of Iran\as it is better known.When completed,
the series will cover altogether 138 wvolumes of di fferent sizes cor-
responding to the same number of the 1:250,000 map sheets that gives
‘ complete coverage of Iran.Up to now 61 volumes or roughly 45%,0f

the entirs series have been published. (See atached map)

5; CHANGES IN GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

5.1 The process of changing geographical names,aninevitable result
the Great Islamic Revolution,referred to in the previous report
under item 4.1.has been going on with a slower speed.Consequently
the total ameount of changes is not as.great as in the previous
report.All changes introduced since our 1984 report are seen on

the attached sheets.

6 ; REGIONAL ACTIVITIES

‘ 6.1 Because of war conditions prevailing in Iran and also due to local
disturbances in Afghanistan,it has been practically impossible
to convene feqional meeting but certain correspondence has been

exchanged on technical matters.

7; COMPOSITION OF FARSI DIVISION

7.1 At its Eighth Session,the Group of Experts revised the grouping
of the Farsi Division and accepted the new title"™ Asia South -
West Division" comprising Afghanistan,Iran,Israel and Turkey

(see section 7g.0f the Report of the 8th.Session).

-




It appears that there was no objection when the revision in ques-

tion was made by the 8th. Session but at the Fourth UN Conference
for the Standardization of Geog raphical Names held in Geneva in
August 1982, Iranian representative has strongly protested to
Israel being in the same division and he has clearly given his
reasons for this protest(see Report of the 1lvth.Conference,Vol.l.,

chapter 11,page 7)5

During the Tenth Session of the Group of Experts,many members
raised 8bjections about the revised composition of Divisions after
len;ily discussions it was decided that appropriate decision on
this issue be deferred to theée Eleventh Session (see item 22 of the

report of the session under"Other Business").

The question was brought up by the representative of Iran at the

ll1th.Session of the Group of Experts held in Geneva back in 1984.

VUnfortunately no decision was reached and the matter was again

de ferred to the present session.

The present session should therefore note that thé government of
Iran Strongly objects to the composition of the Division as resolved
at the 8th.Session of the Group of Experts and requests exclusion,
from this Division,of Israel,that has nothing linguisticall or

geographically in common with the remaining members of the Division.
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