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TERMS OF REFEERENCE 
4’ 

. 

1. The United Nations Group of Experts of Geographical Names was invited by the 
Secretary-General, in pursuance of Economic and Social Council resolution 
1314 (XLIV), to convene.its tenth session at the United Nations Office at Geneva on 
23 August 1982, prior to the Fourth United Nations Conference on the 
Standardixation of Geographical Names, and to meet again on 15 September to review 
the recomemdations of the Conference. t 

1. 
ATTENDANCE 

2. The session was attended by 40 experts from 26 countries representing 13 of 
the 17 geographical/linguistic divisions of the United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names. 

3. The Chief of the Cartography Section of the Department of Technical 
Co-operation for Development, United Nations Secretariat, served as the Secretary 
of the Group. 

OPENING OF TRE SESSION 

4. On 23 August 1982, in the absence of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, the 
Rapporteur, Mr. A. Rayburn (Canada) , in accordance with rule 7 of the rules of 
procedure, lJ assumed the off ice of Chairman and opened the session. 
Mr. R. Xn8pfli (Switzerland) served in the capacity of rapporteur. 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

5. The Group agreed to follow the rules of procedure as set forth in working 
Paper No. 3, with the following amendments: 

(a) The first sentence of paragraph 2 of rule 2 was changed to readt 

“The expert who represents a division shall be a full member of the 
Group, with voting rights”; 

(b) Rule 22 was changed to read: 

‘A person with specialised knowledge of particular aspects of the 
standardisation of geographical names may be invited to place before the 
Group of Experts his/her specialized knowledge. Such a person will be 
invited only when official approval of the invitation has been obtained 
from his/her Government”. 

For the revised text of the rules of procedure, as amended, see annex III below. k 

/ . . . 
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10. It was agreed that, as had been done at the previous Conferences, five 
camnittees would be established. All delegates to the Fourth Conference would be 
invited to participate in the work of each committee. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

11. On 15 September 1982, the tenth session was reconvened. In accordance with 
rules 5 and 6 of the rules of procedure, lJ new officers of the Group of Experts 
were elected8 Chairman8 Mr. D. P. Elok (Netherlands) I Vice-Chairman: 
Mr Y. Veldsquez (Cuba) ; Rapporteurr Mr. A. Rayburn (Canada) . 

RRVIRW OF THE RRCOMMIN)ATIONS OF THE FOURTH CONFERENCE 

12. The Chairman suggested reviewing the reccxamendations of the Conference 
committee by committee in order to determine the programme for the Group of Experts 
for the next five years and to ensure that all the recanmendations were 

_ systematically reviewed. 

13. Mr. Breu was invited to continue to co-ordinate the work relating to toponymic 
guidelines for map and other editors , and to act as a correspondent on behalf of 
the Group of Experts. The Secretary assured Mr. Breu that the Cartography Section 
would extend to him all possible assistance in that respect. The subject of 
amalgamating the national toponymic guidelines for map and other editors in a 
single volume is to be evaluated at the eleventh session of the Group of Experts. 

PR0GlUUiM.E FOR TRR’ GROUP OF EXPERTS 

14. The Chairman encouraged the conveners of the working groups to implement the 
recumnendations of the Conference by actively working with the members of their 
respective groups, and keeping the Secretary and himself advised of developments 
and problems. 

WORKING GROUP ON DEFINITIONS 

15. The working Group was asked to continue its work under the chairmanship of 
Mr. Lewis, with Mr. Veldsquez and Mr. Gonz&les. Definitions are required for the 
terms “official language”, “national language’ and “mother tongue’. In addition, 
Russian and Arabic versions of the list of definitions are required, and the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics Division and the Arabic Division agreed to begin the 
development of the respective versions. 

WORKING GROUP ON A LIST OF COUNTRY NAMES 

16. It was agreed that discussion on the transfer of responsibility for the list 
of country names to the Documentation, Reference and Terminology Section of the 
United Nations Secretariat would be undertaken at the eleventh session of the Group 

/ . . . 
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of Experts. Mr. Rmondou stated that he would continue to co-ordinate the work 
with the sSSiStanCe of Mr. Gonz61ez, a. Weyd& Mr. Woodmas, Mr. Komkov and 
Mr. Wang. ML Banmndou asked each of the amber8 of the group to review the draft 
introduction to the list, to ascertain the exact forms for certain countries for 

9. 

which information is at present incoxnplcte’anU,to provide accurate non-I&man 
characters, for those country names that require them. . 

WORKING GROUP ON EXTEATEEBESTBI@ TOIQGEI@EICAI. FEATUBEB 
i : 

17, It was agreed that the ta&S of the WZ#zjcing~ maup had b&en cc&pleted arid, e&$t 
the W&king Group should be disbanded. It &is- noted*, however;, that theFe was still 
a need, for liaison between the Group of Expsrts and the International Astronaa&kl 
Union. It was therefore recommended that the convenor, Mr. Koskov, should act aS a 
correspondent for the Group of Experts and.should notify the Secretdry about 
extratarrestriaf naming activities on an amual basis. 

. 

WORKING GROUP ON UNDERSE& AN0 MAIYITIME FEMURES 
, 

18. The Group of Experts decided to limit, the activities of the Working Group to 
maritime featureS, having agreed thst the goals pertaining to undersea features had 
been achieved. Mr. Randall consented.to maintain fiason between the Group and the 
International,Eydrographic Organisation. The renaming of the. Working Group, in 
consequence of lisiting the scope of its aotivities, is to be decided at the 
eleventh session of the Group of Experts. 

WORKING CaOUP ON A BINGEE RGlUU4IB&TIGK SYSIPM P’OR EACH NON-ROMAN 
WRXTING tiSTEM 

19. It was propsed that the functions o$ the Working Group should be* extended to 
embrace activities relating to the convsrsion of Bornan scripts into non-i&man 
scripts, such as Arabic. The Group decideaI however, to await the reaction of the 
convenoz, Mr. Faldi, to the pKoposa1 and to consider the question at the eleventh 
semion. It was agreed that Miss E. 8hlpley (United KingdomE would become a melaber 
of the Working, Group as aa expert in Chinese. 

WEKING QZOUP ON TBAI&G CDUEBE8 OE TOBONYMY 
. . 

29, E%mYts who had lectured, at the to@o@ysi& training course at Cisarua, 
Ihdomsia, in June 1982; were. nominated to setve with the coqvenorr Mr. Ormeling. 
Joiniag hi@, therefore, will be Mr.. kwist Mr. Blok and Mr. Hldi. Mr. Bayburn and 
MT. Beaudin wiP1 also serve oh the Workin@ Group. It was agree@ that future 
training courses would rely extensively oh the published report of the course in 
Indonesia as well as on the papers delivered at the course. 

. 

. 
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WRKING QROUP ON AUTOMkTED DATA PROCESSING AND WORKING GROUP 
ON INTERNATIONAL GAZETEERS 

4 21. It was recommended that these two groups should be amalgamated under the title 
Working Group on Toponymic Data Files, since it had been agreed that the Working 

. Group on International Gazeteers had no further need to exist independently. 
Mr. Lewis accepted the chairmanship of the new group and agreed to draft terms of 
reference for it. Mr. Marsden and Mr. Beaudin were to become members of the 
Working Group, joining Mr. Orth, Mr. Eomkov, Mr. Gonzdlez, Mr. Veldsguez, 
Mr. Rayburn, Mr. Mubita, Mr. Randall and Mr. Eanakubo. Mr. whme stated that he 
would no longer be active in the work of the Group of Experts since he had now 
retired. 

mBF,R BUSINESS 

22. Considerable discussion ensued about the need for and functions of the 
divisions. Many experts stated that they served a very useful function in 
encouraging national standardization among countries with either close linguistic 
or geographical associations. Several others objected strenuously to the 
composition of some of the divisions. It was agreed that the subject of divisions 
and their canposition should be fully explored at the eleventh session. The 
experts were encouraged to comrmunicate their views to the Chairman and the 
Secretary. 

23. The subject of preparing a single basic document on the aims, functions and 
modus operandi of the Group of Experts is to be considered further at the eleventh 
session. Mr. Koulikov accepted the responsibility of preparing a paper on the 
subject. Meanwhile, each expert is invited to submit his views to the Chairman and 
the Secretary. 

24. An ad hoc working group on the duration and programme of the Fifth United 
Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names was set up under 
the chairmanship of the Rapporteur. The group is to devise a provisional agenda 
and a time frame for discussion at the eleventh session. Members of the ad hoc 
working group are Mr. Randall, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Beaudin, Mr. Blok and the Secretary 
of the Group of Experts. 

25. Mr. Orth agreed to co-ordinate the ccnnplitation of a manual for guidelines for 
beginning a geographical names information file. The following experts were 
invited to work on his drafting canmitteet Mr. Veldsguez, Mr. Rostvik, Mr. B&me, 
Mr. Breu, Mr. Beaudin, Mr. Blok and Mr. Rayburn. The Secretary said that if a 
draft could be canpleted by April 1983, he would consider it for publication in 
World Cartography. 

26. Mr. Tazi accepted the responsibility of co-ordinating the writing of a paper 
on the conversion of non-Arabic writing systems into the Arabic writing &stem for 
consideration at the eleventh session. 1 

I 
27. The matter of research and experiments in assisting in name pronunciation is 
to be considered at the eleventh session.' 
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28. ‘The Group endoraed the proposal that th?:klevsnth session sliould be held 
.preferably in i984 at Geneva or I ‘and. that 1.68 w%k ‘should be caupleted in no 
&ore than ‘seven working bays. 

vieu”d, 
It was .agreed that he twelfth session should be 

held two fears later, ‘with the thirteenth session being convened at the same time 
bs the Pi’fkh’ Conferende. 

io. At the *eleventh session the Secretary hill &quest the Group to authorise his 
to thfo'ik* deadlines koi GubWUon of &5iiuii&i~~ kii Unibd Nations carsferenceb ‘on ~‘~Sti;i~&f~~t~o~ &f I&& &h#& trio. thirds of the 
&&f&nt# ei s&b&ted a’ftejt the 
gcaaekehb~t of the ‘&irier&&e. 
.i 
30. The Secretah rebested MT. Ramondou,,~~~~?enor,‘~f the Workin‘g Group on a List 
‘of Gount’ry N&es) to c&o&bate the virif icatfoh af no$enclatufe to be 6howir.m a 
neir woild map b&ii(i pr&ced by the. C%r$&$$jSi tik,$e ,‘@ ‘the ku&l.ish&$ bivisidn; 
D+Attkfnt of Cbnferen&e Se&Vice& ,v?ited t@tiona m&.sstariat, The following 
ixperts were invited to work with the co&%ox-~ iii. LewSs, Nr Neyba, Nr; Kankovr 
Hr. Wang and Mr, Goirs%les. 

il. The,subjetit of the practidal,aspects of geo$raphlcai names and ti&munidatio;is, 
ai outlined in documsnt E/GO~.74~L.ll?, v&h iras phsented to the Pour,th Unite! 
hathns Conference on the Standardization of t&~ka@i~al Names, is to be escamined 
further at the elevinth session of the C&up Bf Experts 

I/ See the iehort of ihe United N&o~s (?oup.bf Experts & $bographcil 
&me8 oh the work of itk niikh i&s&n (@#&$G/GN/?), annex IV8 the report.wai 
trairsmitted to the Fourth imited &ions &riferehce on”the Standarditatfon of 
Geographical Names under the syncbol E/GONFs74/L.44. ‘, 

. 

. / . . . 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

* 

Africa Central Division 

(Angola, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, 
Rwanda, Sao Tom and Principe, United Republic of Cameroon, Zaire) 

Mrs. Maria Ctltstt Pereira KOUNTA 
(Angola) 

Expert 
Directtur du Projtt Tripartit sur 

lt Dbvelopptmtnt de8 Langues 
Nationales da la tipublique 
populaire d#Angola ’ 

B.P. 5614 
Luanda 

Africa Past Division 

(Botswana, Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambiqutr 
Seychelles, Swaziland, Uganda, United -public of Tanzania, Zambia 

Absent 

Africa Welt Division 

(Btnin, Gape Verde, Gambia, Ghan;, Guinea, 
uali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, 

Absent 

Guinea-Bissau, IVOry Coast, Liberia, 
Sierra Ltont, Togo, Upper Volta) 

Arabic Division 

(Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon , Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan) 

Division Chairmant Mr. Abdtlhadi TA21 
(Morocco) 

Mtmbrt de llAcaddmit du Royaumt 
du Maroc 

Dirtcttur 
Institut de la Rtchtrche 

Scitntif iqut 
Villa Baghdad, Q. Souissi 
Rabat 

Mr. Ass'ad ABDO 
(Saudi Arabia) 

Associate Professor in Geography 
Faculty of Arts 
King Saud University 
Riyadh 

JI  .  .  .  /  .  .  .  
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Arabic Division (continued) 
Mr. Shedayed ?@DOUWr 
(Saudi Arabia) 

General Director of Surveying and 
Cadaatral Department 

Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
5. 

** Affairs 

Mr. Soleman S. AL-ROBA~SBY 
. 

(Saudi Arabia) 
Deputy Minister of Petroleum for 

Aerial Surveys 
Hif$stry of Petroleum 
$0. wgc 341 
d#yadh 

Asia Eaot Division (other than @ina) 

(Japan, Eaepublfc of Korea) 

Mr. Hitoyuki MATSUDA 
(Japan) 

1) irector 
Map Source Material Division 
&p MZmagement Department 
Geographical Survey Institute 
Ministry of Construction , 
Kita6ato 1 
Yata.be-Mat i-Tukuba-Gun 
Ibaraki-Ken 30 5 

Mr. Hatsuhiko S&GEMTTSU 
(Japan) 

Fecond Secretary 
Permwnt Wission of Japan to the 

United Nations, Geneva 

Asia South-East and Pacific South-West Divi6Pon 

(Demw6tic Wnpuchea, Indonesia, Lao Peoplp@s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, 
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore;‘.$hailaxid, ‘Viet NM) 

Divi6iOn Chairmanr Mr. Abdul Majid M~~~AB@D 
walaysidd 

Deputy Direc.tor-General of Surveys 
and Mappi, 

Survey Depa x @ent Headquarters 
Jalan Gurney 
f(irala Lumpur 15-02 

A6ia South-Rest Division 4othex ‘than ArabTc) ~_ 

Wfglmni6fan, Cyprus, fran, I6jca-el, PakisEa.n, CPirkey) 
: . 

” Mr. Mohqrmad Jafar MAU&zETI Charg6 d’affaic~s a=&. 
$Xstiic Republic of Irsn). -Permapent Mfs+pn of the fSbmiC 

mqwhlir; uf lrrn TV H-M Unittiil 
H8ttm8, Genryg 
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Asia South-West Division (other than Arabic) (continued) 

Mr. Jalil Z?iEIRNIA 
(Islamic Republic of Iran) 

Third Secretary 
Permanent MiSSiOn of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran to the United 
Nations, Geneva 

China Division . . 
____- ----.--- . ..__.. _. .-..-- -._. ,_ 

(China) 
r- -7 

Division Chairman) Mr. HANG Jitong 
(China) 

i’ 

i .-.- - - ̂ . 

Mr. BA Era0 
(China) 

Chief of the Geographical Names \ 
Division 

Research Institute of Surveying and i 

MaPPing 
7 Yongdinglu 
Beijing ____-.-. -- - “‘.--. i 

Engineer in Geographical Names 
Research Institute of Surveying and 

Mappfw 
7 Yongdinglu 
Beijing 

Dutch- and German-speaking Division 

(Australia, Belgium, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Netherlands, Suriname, Switzerland) 

Mr. Disk P. BLGK 
(Netherlands) 

Director 
P. J. Meertens Institut 
Reizersgracht 569-571 
Amsterdam-C 

Mr. Rolf BCEME 
(Federal Pspublic of 
Germany) 

So&user Strasse 18 
D-6361 Niddatal 1 

Mr. Erfried HAWK 
.C.. .-- ta-- . 
(German bexcXXatiC 
Republic) 

Mr. Rudolf RNOPFLI 
(SW itzerland) 

Ministerim des Innern, Verwaltuna 
Vermessungs-unC1 Kartenweser. 

Mauerstrasse 29-32 
DDR-1086 Berlin 

Ingenieur 
Directeur adjoint de 1'0ffiCe 

f&d&al de la Topographie 
seftigenstr. 264 
CH-3084 Wabern 
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East Central ana South-Eart Europa Division 
-. 

(Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czechoslovak!a, GreeCe, Hungary, Poland, Turkey, Yugoslavia) f 

(Czecho+lovakia) ;. ’ 
Slovak Offii=e of Geodesy and 

Q=+gwwhy 
Bezru4!ovQ 7 

: 813 23 Dratislava 

‘I!+ BJe$gys%bv qmAlt 
j~binjjj 

.Menibrdi de la Commission de la 
etandardisatibn de8 Noti 
G&graph’igues du @mde d.e la 
@publigue Populaire de PIjlogne 

WydiiaZ Filologii Polskie j 
UiM@r~ytetu Warszawskiego 

India Divirion -._ 

(Bapgladesh, India, Pakistan) 

Absent 

Latin“ Amarfca Division /  

I  

(Afgeut#nar Bolivia, Bratil, Chile,,Colc@bi&, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dcmtnican Republic, 
EcubClorr El 6rlvadoic, Guate$ala, Haiti, Ntm&trar, EIcxico, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Paraguay, Parut Spain, GurinWe, iorti&ub~r Yemzuela) 

-Division Cfhaitmant Mr* Ydelig VELASQUE$ Garcia Secretario. Ejecutivo 
nIba) ‘WWiun National de NombF~s 

Geogr/ficos 
Inirtituto Cubano de Geodesia p 

Cartograf ia 
Amargura Nb. 203 
E/iGib~a y Mufar 
La irabana 

Mr, tuis GWBZ FSG&U 
(Peru) 

tiidrdgraf 0 
Jefe del,Departamento de 

Cartograf ia 
< t>irecciun de Bidrografia y 

Davegacibn de la Marina 
AU.’ Gamarra NO. 300 
Chucuito-Calloa 
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Norden Division 
.e. 

(Denmark, Finland, 

. Division Chairmant 

Iceland, Norway, Sweden) 

Mr. Allan ROS!CVIK 
(Sweden) 

Director of the Institute of Place- 
Name Research (Ortnamnsarkivet) 

St. Johannesgatan 11 
S-75221 Uppsala 

Ms. Eeva Marfa NARMI 
(Finland) 

Head of Division 
Finnish Research Centre for 

Domestic Languages 
Liisank 16 A 2 
SE-00170 Helsinki 17 

Eaomano-Hellenic.Division 

(Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, France, Greece, Holy See, Italy, Luxembourg, Monaco, 
Portugal, -mania, Spain, Turkey 

Division Chaimant Mr. J. RAMONDOU 
(France) 

Mr. Frangois RRAUDIN 
(Canada) d 

Mr. Andreas CHRISTOFI 
(Cyprus) 

Mr. Evangelos KOFOS 
(Greece) y 

Mr. Alessandro TONIOfX) 
(1 t sly) 

” - 
Mr. JosQ Maria 

GONZALEZ ABOIN 
(Spain) g/ 

Ingenieur en chef gdographe 
Institut tiographigue National 
2 Avenue Pasteur 
F-94160 St. Rand& 

Prdsident 
Commission de Toponymie du Quhbec 
220 Grande All&e Est 
Quhec, GC GlR 2Jl 

Director 
Department of Lands and Surveys 
Ministry of Interior 
Nicosia 

Special Counsellor 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
1 Akadimias Street 
Athens 

Geocartographic Editor-in-Chief 
muring Club Italian0 
Milan0 

Ingeniero Gedgrafo 
Instituto Geogrifico National 
General Ibanes de Ibero 3 
Madrid 3 

9 Also part of the Uuited States of America/Canada Division. 
&/ Also part uf the Rast Central and South-East Europe Division. 
g/ hb30. par%. Q6 f&e> &at&~c&%~DivQion. /*.r-. 
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Union-of Soviet Socialist.Republics- Division .-_ 

(Uniti of Soviet Socialist *publi+ 

Mr. Rvgueni ARJANOV 
(USSR) 

Mr, Victor KOU&IKOV 
nJS$R) 

Mai Elena G0RO&A 
(USSR) 

. . 

Vice-Director of Agency 

14 ul. Krthizhanovskogo 
2 Kaipus 
MOSCOW 

Chief of 
Mlnhtry 
ArbSt: 54 
MOsCbW 

Cartography Section 
of Foreign Affairs 

“Cattographya 
Maid Department of Geodesy and 

Cebwaphy 

Main Administration of Geodesy and 
Cartography 

14 ul. Krzhizhanovskogo 
2 Korpuir 
Moscow I 

Unit&.Rimdom Division 

~Australia, Guyana I 
Nwtlmrn Ireland) 

Ireland, New zealan& United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

tiivirion Clmimailr Mr. tfi At G. tBWIS 
(United Kingdom) 

Mr. Paul 3, +mDMAK 
irrilited Kimd&) 

Miss e. SEIPLEY 

Chairman 
Permanent Committee 

times for British 
t-1 

1 Kensington Gore 
London, SW% 2AR 

setxetary 
P%Mmnent Conrmfttee 

Natnes for British 
V-J) 

i Keinsiugton Gore 
Lundon, SW7 2AR 

Research Abistant 

on Geographical 
Official Use 

on Geographical 
Official Use 1 

(United Kingdm) Permanent bun@ttee on Geographical 
Names for 8ritish Official Use 
(PCGN) 

1 Kensington Gore 
London, SW7 2AR 



United Kimadom Diwision (continued) 

,-1 Mr. R. MARSDEN 
(United Kingdom) 

, 

United States of America-Canada Division 

(Canada, United States of Aarrrica) 

Division Chairman8 Mr. Alan RAYBURN 
(Canada) dJ 

Mr. C. M. HEYDA 
(United Statea) 

Ht. Donald J. ORTH 
(United States) 

Hr. R. R. RMMLL 
(United States) 

Mrs. s. 8. SHAW 
(United States) 

Directorate of Military Survey 
Elmwood Avenue 
Feltham 
Middlesex TW13 7AE 

Executive Secretary 
Canadian Permanent Committee on 

Geographical Names 
Department of Energy, Mines and 

Resources 
615 Booth Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Defense Mapping Agency 
Bydrographic/Topographic Center 
6500 Brooke8 Dane 
Washington, D .C. 20315 

Executive Secretary for Domestic 
Names 

United States Board on Geographic 
Nams 8 

National Center 523 
Beston, Virginia 22203 

Executive Secretary 
United States Board on Geographic 

Name8 
Defense Mapping Agency 
Building 56, United States Naval 

Observatory 
Washington, D.C. 20305 

Chafrman 
Foreign N-es Committee 
United States Board on Geographic 

Departaaant of State 
2201 'C* Street, N.W., Boom 8742 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

dJ Albo patt of the Bomano-ffellenic Division. I 
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Annex III 

RULEG OF PR-URE OF TNE UNITBD NATIONS GROUP OF GXPBRTS 
ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMeSa _ 

I. DBPINITIDNS 

manins of terms 

Rule 1 

For the purposes of these rules I 
indicatedt 

the follorring tema ahall have the aeaninga 

(a) “Group* or -Group of Experts” ineana the United Nations Group of Bacperta 
on Geogra@ical Namaa established in pursuance of resolutions 715 A (%%VII) and 
1314 (XLIV) of the Econanic and Social Council, and the decision taken by the 
buncil at its 1854th meting, on 4 May 1973 (item 22)7 

W ‘M~ber’ means an expert participating in a session of the Group, whether 
or not he/she represents a divisiotit 

(a l Divisiono maan8 one‘of the major linguistic/geographical divisions of 
the world, as defined in the modus operandi of the Group8 sJ 

W Vecretary-General’ means Secretary-General of the United Nations, 

II. WR88IP M9) CDMPOSITICIN 

Rule 2 

1. ‘Ihe Group of &pert8 shall consist of experts in the field of 
’ cartography/linguistics designated by Governments of States Members of the 

respective divisions. 

2. The expert who repreaents a division shall be a full mmber of the Group, 
with voting tights. In addition, Member States of the divisions ray appoint 
national experts who may participate, without the tight to vote, in the diacuaaiona 
at meetings of the Group. Attendance at Group meetings by the latter experts shall 
be co-ordinated with the expert representing the division in question, ,who shall 
tiave the tight to vote on behalf of the division. 

* As adopted by the Group of Experts at its tenth seaaionr held at the 
United Nations Office at Geneva, on 23 August and IS September 1982 (see para. 5 of 
the present report). 

/ l . . 



3. All experts participating in se+ions of the Grow shall serve in tbeir 
personal capacities as individuals of rrttogiirdd cc@etence and experience in th.eit - 
tespactlve ?!ields. 

r11. SBSSIONS 

fiule 3 . 

mars0 (rt Such trfides 4&s 4t 
cz&f@reke OCI the 
shall meet, as rsguired, sta$dailcdisatic~ of geogtapptcal prunes is &&Jr .the Cdgup 

on dates immediately prece&g the opening date of the conference and immediately 
following the closing date of the conference. 

t 

The provirion+ agqda drab@ up by the Group a$ its previous session and 
-cmmunicated to the Gcvernasnts i.nvltia +y the Secretary-General ta seed experSL to 
participate tn the session sha&l constitute the pro+sional agenda for ghe 
sessicn! Experts participating in the (less+n may propose additional itee to; 
inclusikm in the pqwisional agenda. 

The group shall elect 
representing divirionm a 

v. +mpRs 
rflicticn and.Cem of office 

pu1e 5 

the~fol$wiqp $flc*rs from mqm the e*rts 
Qaiman, a$Uce~hairsan and r[i Rapportew. 

The Qfficet.8 shall-e elect@3 .+m#iataly follcuing the closing date of tbr 
reejenctlve Unlted Nations cmferences gn the standardiration at geoijsaphical 
J3WJ.S. The off?cezs shall serve until thelt successors ate elected imediately 
aftslt tb;e next conference. 
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Repl8cement 
13. 

Rule 7 

the Chairman 18 to be absent frcm 8 meeting or part thereof, or if he 
able to parfom hi8 function8 , the Vice-Chairman or, in his/her 
Rapportrut rhall act a8 Chairman. 

2. The Vlce-Chalraan or Rapporteur when acting a8 Chairman rhall have the 
8amfk power8 and dutler a8 the Chdlrman. .: 

3. If either the Vice-Chalrmm or the R8pporteur 8re uluble to perform the 
function8 of their office, the Chairman shall appoint an e%pert to complete the 
unexpired portion of either tam of office. 

VI. SBCRETARIAT 

DUtie8 Of the 8mXetariat 

The Secretary of the Group, 
that capacity in all meeting8 of 
8ccrctarlat to take hi8 place at 

Rile 8 

appointed & the Secretary-General, 8hall act in 
the Group. He may derignate a amber of the. 
any meeting. 

, 
9 Rule 

The Secretary rhall a8 far a8 po88ible provide and direct ruch rtaff a8 18 
required by the Group. Re rhall be re8pon8lble for aaklng all nece88ary 
arrangement8 for maatlngr and generally shall perfora all other work which the 
Group-may require. 

The Secretary 
written etate8ient8 

A majotity of 
8hall conrtltutb a 

Statement8 by the secretariat 

Rule 10 . 

or hi8 reprerentatlve rray at any meeting arke either oral or 
concerning any queotlon under consideration. 

VIf. CONDUCT OF BUSINBES 

Quorum 

Rule 11 

the repre8entatlve8 of diVi8iOn8 pqrtlclpatlng ln the 8e88lon 
quorua. 



General PO ’ ‘&em: & ihe Chairman 
i 

red upon him elsewhere by these 
nd ,closing of each meet{ng of the 

r&e. &the obsazvance of these 

tge tfote &Id announce subject $0 th$q rul$s, qhaU 
the Group and over the mainten&?& of 

‘.. 
t 

Rule. i3 

order at its meetings. 

I 
ip the course .of $$ &+i s%$Wns, propose t& the, Group the 
.sg+akcrs or the &ljhgmnen~ or $&oaure of the debate. ae” 

may.cal1.a speikeriJo order if his &mark$ are not relevant to the matter untle$ 
disctission. 
meeting. 

The Chaiiar~ii may also pro$ose the subension or the adjournment of the 

14 Ruie 

,The Chafrman, in the e%et&ise of his functions, remains under the authority o: 
the Group. ‘. 

Points &f drder 

During the.,discussion of t&y matte& 8, memljer may. at any time raise’ a point 0. 
order, which shall be immediately aeci+d by the Chairman fn accordance with.these 
rules. A meatier may,appcal against the -&Ling+ of theChair.qan. The appeal shall 
be Immediately put to the .vbte and the Chai’jcprhn*s ruling s 1 standwless 
o:ve,rruled by a majority of the r.epresnt&t&ved of divisions resent and voting. A 
#kmr .#I& n& in raicling dl’ po’int of order, speak on th.e stance of the matter 
under- dis&B&$i. 

s 

Tiir@41&.~& apeeche’s 

The Group &y limit the time al&iw& to each speaker and the number of times 
m&her d;i?jy speak on any question. When',$he debate is limited and a-member exceeds 
his BllOtted time, the Chairman shall odll him to order without delay. - 

Closing of list ofi&ipeakers 

Rule 17 

During ‘the cour8e 6f a debate, the:,dhalrman may announce the &t of speaker1 



and, with the consent of the Group, declare the list closed. The Chairman may, 
'however, accord the right of reply to any member if, in his opinion, a 6peeCh 

delivered after he has declared the list closed make6 this desirable. When there 
are no more speakers, the Chairman shall, with the consent of the Group, declare 
the debate closed. Such closure shall have the same effect as closure pursuant to 
rule 19. 

Adjournment of debate 

Rule 18 

During the diSCUSSiOn of any matter, a member may move the adjournment of the 
debate on the item under di6cu6slon. Any such motion shall have priority. In 
addition to the proposer of the motion, one member shall be allowed to speak in 
favour of, and one mexaber against the motion, after which the motion shall be 
immediately put to the vote. 

Closure of debate 

Rule 19 

A member may at any time move the closure of the debate on the item under 
dlBcusslonr whether or not any other member ha6 6ignifled hl6/her wish to speak. 
Permission to speak on the motion shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing 
the closure, after which the motion shall be immediately put to the vote. 

Withdrawal of proposals or motions 

Rule 20 

A proposal or a motion may be withdrawn by its 6ponsor at any time before 
voting on it ha6 commenced, provided that it ha6 not been amended. A proposal or a 
motion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced by any member. 

Reconsideration of proposals 

Rule 21 

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it may not be reconsidered at 
the 6ame session unle66 the Group, by a two third6 majority of the representatives 
of divlBlons present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak on a motion to 
reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the motion, after which 
it shall be immediately put to the vote. 

Invltat10n6 tO.6PeoiaIi6tB [technldal advisers] 

Rule 22 

A person with 6peolallsed knowledge of particular aspects of the 
standardlzatlon of geographical name6 may be invited to place-before the Group of 

‘. 

/ . . . 
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Experts his/her speclalfzed knowledge. Such a person 
off,lclal approval of the invitation has been obtained 

VIII. D%CISION-RARING 

Consensus 

will be invited only &en 
from his/her Government. 

i 

, 

Decfslohs of the GtoJa& 
reached by consensus. 

@%rtlcul& 
fn the P?bsenGe i>:’ a consensus at a meeting, the Chairman zy 

on technical matters) shalll normaf$y hc 

may,.and at the request of any member ahail, Put the proposal to the vote. 

Voting rights and majorlty.recrulted I .,_ I 

&le 24 

1. Each e?@ert representing a division’shall have one vote, and decisl‘ans 
the Group shalL subject to rule 23, I% taken by a majority of the dlvlslonai 
sepresentatlves present and voting. 

2.* If a vote is equally divided, a second vote shall be taken after an 
‘adjournment of the meeting for 15 mlnriSes. ff this vote also results in equalit 
the proposal or motion shall be regarded as rejected. 

Meaning of the phrase Yrepresentatives of divisions present and voting* . . 

‘Rule 25 

For the purpose of theSe rules, the phrase Wrepresentatlves of divisions 
present and voting” means representatfves of divisions casting an affirmative or 
negative vote. Representatives of dlvisltons who abstain from voting shall be 
considered as not voting. 

Roll5cali votes % 

‘Rule, 26 

A ro_Xl-Call votgp if cequested, @heal be taken in the English alphabetic&l 
order of the naWz8 of th? d#vlsfons, beginning with the division whose name is 
dtbwh t$ lot by the Chairman. 

Condi& during votlnq 

After the Chairman has announced, the commencement of voting, no member shal: 
interrupt the voting except on a point of order in connection with the actual 
conduct of the voting. Explanations of their votes by members maye however, be 

I 
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permitted by the Chairman either before or after the voting. The Chairman may 
limit the time to be allowed for such explanations. 

Division of proposals 

Rule 28 

Parts of a proposal shall be voted on separately if a member requests that the 
proposal be divided. Those parts of the proposal that have been approved shall 
then be put to the vote as a wholet if all the operative parts of a proposal have 
been rejected, the proposal shall be considered rejected as a whole. 

Order of votinq on amendments 

Rule 29 

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be voted on 
first. When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the Group shall first 
vote on the amendment furthest removed in substance from the original proposal and 
then on the amendment next furthest removed therefrom, and so onr until all the 
amendments have been put to the vote. When, however,’ the adoption of one amendment 
necessarily implies the rejection of another amendment , the latter amendment shall 
not be put to the vote. If one or more amendments are adopted, the amended 
proposal shall then.be Voted upon. A proposal is considered an amendment to . 
another proposal if it merely adds to, deletes from or revises part of that 
proposal. 

Order of voting on proposals 

Rule 30 

1. If two or more proposals relate to the same question, they shall, unless 
the Group decides otherwise , be voted on in the order in which they were 
submitted. The Group may, after each vote on a proposal, decide whether to vote on 
the next proposal. 

2. Revised proposals shall be voted on in the order in which the original 
proposals were submitted, unless the revision substantially departs from the 
original proposal. In that case, the original proposal shall be considered as 
withd,rawn and the revised proposal shall be treated as a new proposal 

3. A motion requiring that no decision be taken on a proposal shall have 
priority over that proposal.’ 

Elections 

Rule 31 

1. All elections shall be held by secret ballot unless the Group decides 
otherwise. . . 

2. %hen Candidates arc to be nominated, each nomination sha;rl be made by 
only on-e member, after which the Group shall immediately proceed to the election. 

*.3-., - ,,.-. , ” ,“. /w.:. 



Rule 32 -: 

. . 1. . Wh?& one Of mOie ele$tiVe pl&!es &i to be fihd it one time under the 
same c6tiditiok each me&r may cast a vote for as many candidates as there are 
plaqes to be Eilled~, and .t@se candidates, in&i!? nwriQer not exceeding the number of 
ST@? placea~.ob~qinl& ih.the eikst till& a tijority of the votes cast and the 
fdt#est. numb‘&r af itotes iFh& & &Iitdti$& 1 

* 
2. .?f the numbed of’ c&d&& $0 el&@d is 162~s than t&e &&r of places 

t& be,fflled, a;8difion&l ballots’ shblr be h&h t6 fill thu remaining place’s. From 
g&h bal..ots the ,candfd,ates obtainlbg the ledst number ,of votes in the previous 
ballot may be eliminated on the prohsal of the Chairman. 

3r fn the c&e 
cb&, i seccw ball& 
dioibd, the ildek or 

of 6’ tie &k candid&& ob&ing a majority of the votes 
ehal.1 be held .aIponQ thea6 Xf the votes remain equally 
eldest candidate shall.be eledted. 

IX. LFWhGES 

Official and.riorking l!an&ages 

Chinese; .Rriglfshe Frenc’h, Russian. and S&MUh shall be the official languages 
and Rr$glish; French and Spanish shall be the +rl&j languages of tk$session. 
Workin papers shall be su&itted iir one of I&e working languages. 

tnterpret+RiTin 
c 

s.  

1. Speeches made in an official 
orii&iai languages of the session. 

language shall be lnter&eted into the other 

3. Any membbt riray make a ,spewh 
l@guagd of the’,se$slon if F he provides 
I@t&r$re tation into the other off icidl 
of e-6. &&et%ria% I& be based 6ri the 
ldjiiigu$iLLe~ 

in d lan&atie other than an 
fok 4ntetprGtation into one 

official 
such language. 

langtiisges of the cession by the interpreters 
fnter$retdtion given in the’ f lrst- such 

c 
/ l .* 
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x. REaxos 

Records of meetings and of the session 

Rule 35 

Sound recordings of the plenary meetings of the session shall be made and kept 
by the secretariat. The Group shall prepare a final report in English a6 the 
record Of the 6e66iOn. This report shall be distributed by the secretariat a6 6oon 
a6 possible after the closing of the session. 

XI. PRIVACY OF MEETINGS 

Rule 36 

%%e meetings of the Group and meeting6 of it6 working group6 shall be held in 
private. 

XII. SESSIONAL BODIES AND WORRING GROUPS 

Sessional bodies 

Rule 37 

During sessions of the Group,.ad hoc study group6 may be appointed to deal 
with particular issues. Upon completion of their appointed tasks, such groups will 
be automatically disbanded before the end of the 6e66ion, unless especially 
directed to remain in existence. 

Intersessional Working Group6 

Rule 38 

The Group my establish working groups of specialists under the chairmanship 
of one of the national expert6 referred to in rule 2 to study particular problem6 
between .sessions of the Group. 

Rules of Procedure 

Rule 39 

So far a6 they are applicable, the rule6 of procedure of the Group shall apply 
to the proceedings of the sessional bodies and working groups. These bodies may, 
however, dispense with certain language interpretations. 



.  
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XIII. PARTICIPATION BY NON+BU$ERS OF * THE GROUP 

~RU$! 40 

1. Representatives designated by the specialised agencies and observers 
by non-governmental designeted by other intergoverfusental organizations and 

c?Zga~:isations LnviFed to the session may ,pa#C.ipated without the right to vote, in 
the ?elibe+-ions of the *oup.and its For.lsih$ groups upoq the invitation of the 
@iaSmpti cw t+he co- 
ji&iige~kG 

nvepof .Q.f &‘WK%!@g .grpuP .q@ $u.es$#hs Within the scope of their 

2, Written statements sutsnitted by these rspressntatives or observers shall 
be distributed by the secretariat to all pakiciparks in the session. 

Rule 41 

These ru.l.es of procedurs sv%y be amended ,bs a decision of the Group, taken by a 
two thirds majoxity of the divisional iepxesgntBt es present and voting. ho 
gss!ndment.shall become effective until it has approved by the Economic and 
Social Coupoil; 

g See the appendix below1 the modus operandi was transmitted to the Fourth ::.;. 
United Nations Conference on the Standardisation of Geographical Names as 
E/coNFa 74/L. 43, annex TLI. 
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1 Appendix d. 

f 
MODUS OPERANDI THE UNITED NATIONS GROUP OF EXPERTS ON 

GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES 
c 

1. & Economic and Social @until resolution 1314 (XLIV) of 31 May 1968 and later 
decisions, the United Nation$Group of Experts on Geographical Names has been 
Cliarged with providing for cohtinuous'co-ordination and liaison among countries to 
further the standardizatfon of geographical names and to encourage the formation 
and the work of linguistic/ggographical divisions. 

2. In order to achieve the results required, at both the, national and the 
international levels, as spec?lfied in the resolutions adopted at United Nations 
conferences, the linguistic/geographical divisions listed below were formedr 

Africa Central Division 

Africa East Division 
Africa West Division 

Arabic Division 
Asia East Division {other than China) 
Asia South-East and Pa h-West Division 
Asia South-West Divisi r than Arabic) 

China Division t L'. 
& ;> 

Dutch and German-speaking &Sign 

East Central and South-East Europe Division 
India Division 
Latin America Division 
Norden Division 
ROmano-Hellenic Division 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Division 
United Kingdom Division 
United States of Ameri Canada Division 

3. Membership of 

(a) A country not already a member of a division will decide for itself to 
which division it wishes to 

$ 
! low, 

(bl A country may also5partfcipate in the actislit1=s .,1=' Illvisions other than 
its own provided the nature of its participation is not such as to change the 
linguistic~geographfcal character of the division. 



. 
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4. (9) The GKOUp Of Experts is COIl@OSed Of thg national experts sent by 
countries members of the 17 divisionst 

(b). 3Cb division will select, by methods of its own choosing, an expert to 
represent *e q$ViSiQn 49‘4 Whole at ihe lil&$ng@ of-me Ggoup af &pert8 snd to 
spea)c on divisSona1 matters at the United Nations conferences on the 
stan@ardUation of geographical names. 

t_ 
5, Fe divisgonal representat; 
of the Group Of Qperts and its 

individual f&e Wention. of the 

nsuring that the work 
stance are’ brought to 

the @ited Nations any special 
and for reporting to 

‘,’ 

$0 The d+visional representat$ve is expected to stimu$ate the standardization 
$ork within his diva 
!Snc+uding correspon etice ti$th national 1 

bon by all: appropriate mea 
surveyi T 

; & correspondence 
f g agencies), Givisional 

meetings, preferably at least one every five ye I ‘r 

7. Zn oxaer to guarantee the cont$nuity of the work, each division having more 
than one sovereign State’ should select ifi alter.nate representative; the divisional 
representative will ‘act’ in c&o&! contact’ with his .alternats. 

s* Government.s may eppoint national experts to attend meetings, of the’Group of 
&cperts on the understanding that the said’national experts will have the. right of 
voLEa and ‘that their attendance will ‘bL ctird&natgd pith the Swrt who represents 
the division Sn question and’who wL91 vote on‘b$half of, the division. tie Group of 
Experts, wo+ welcome partici$t$on by countries”&at have not yet participated in 
conferences or ‘%ou$ of.@xperts sessions, es$eci&y when their language or script 
ts to be~copsidered. 

$- +.! .. * 

9. The Group of Experts will elact the follT!ng officers8 a Chairman, a 
r Vice-Chairman and a IQpporteur* 

l!. The eleCtiOlfS mentioned in the. tersftration 
of the respect&e united Nations, of geographical 
names. The officers wi$ll serve until theLr at the next 
$cmf&w&i The Cartograp4y S$ot+n of’ the 
the secretariat for the group. 

_‘. ;.. iat will pvigg 

.ll. In !pe ribsenge of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman will assume the office of 
ChairYlWL Tn the ab&3Ice of the %+&air-m@nr-cr : the tipporteur, the Chair.man will 
sppo$nt persons to c&plete the une’x&d port@ of their terms of office. c I”. ~ 

$2. The Group of Experts will meet in accoodapce $th the precedents set by the 
Econmlc and Social Council. 

13, Agreement on techntcal matters will be $&eved by consensus and not by 
voting. Voting’will be reserved for matters solely of a ptocedugal character. 

14. Questions implicating national sovereignty outside the scope of ‘, 
standardlzation of geographical names are excluded from dis$ussiOn in the Group. ‘. . 

:. 

‘. / .  l .  
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15. Persons with special knowledge of particular aspects of the standardization of 
geographical names may be invited to place before the Group of Experts their 
specialized knowledge. 

16. During the meetings of the Group of Experts, special working groups may be 
appointed to deal with particular issues. Upon completion of the appointed task, 
the working group will be automatically disbanded unless especially directed to 
remain in being. 

17. Working groups of specialists may be formed by the Group of Experts under the 
chairmanship of one of the national experts referred to in paragraph 8 above to 
study particular problems between meetings of the Group of Experts. 

18. In preparation of the meetings of the group of experts the Chairman can ask 
for special papers on particular topics. 

19. The working languages of the United Nations selected for the conduct of 
business during the meetings of the Group of Expert8 will depend upon the nature of 
the representation and the facilities available at the time. 

20. The Group of Experts will maintain communication among themselves. The 
Chairman will be responsible for communicating the results of their main activities 
to the Cartography Section of .the United Nations Secretariat and to the members and 
officers of the Group. 

21. Apart from communication through formal channels, experts representing 
division8 and also national representatives will be notified by informal means of 
the transactions, programmes and requirement8 of the Group of Experts. 

22. The Group of Experts will encourage countries to supply information and 
assistance to countries within or outside their respective divisions and also to 
the Cartography Section of the United Nations Secretariat. 

- 

I  .  
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