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Note: This unedited ‘Extended Report’ includes all indicator storyline contents as provided by the SDG indicator
custodian agencies as of 30 April 2026. For instances where the custodian agency has not submitted a storyline
for an indicator, please see the custodian agency focal point information for further information. The ‘Extended
Report” aims to provide the public with additional information regarding the SDG indicators and is compiled by
the Statistics Division (UNSD) of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Storylines
presented in this document may slightly differ from figures cited in the SDG Report 2026 text due to the timing of
the submission and the subsequent updates received upon finalizing the Report.
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Target 2.1 By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and people in vulnerable situations, including infants,
to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year round

Indicator 2.1.1 Prevalence of undernourishment
Indicator 2.1.2 Prevalence of moderate or severe food insecurity in the population, based on the Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES)

Hunger and food insecurity are on the decline, but progress is too slow to achieve Zero Hunger by 2030

New global estimates confirm a sustained, gradual decline in hunger, captured by the prevalence of undernourishment, although the Middle East crisis, the increase
in frequency and intensity of weather extremes, as well as the reductions in official development assistance and humanitarian funding are threatening to undermine
progress. An estimated 645 million people — 7.8 per cent of the world's population — were chronically undernourished, down from 8.6 percent in 2022 and slightly
below the 2015 level of 8.0 percent. Progress was driven by steady improvement in Central Asia and Southern Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean. A prolonged
upward trend in the prevalence of undernourishment in sub-Saharan Africa came to a halt, while the prevalence continued to rise in Western Asia..

Beyond hunger, in 2025, 2.1 billion people — 25.8 per cent of humanity — faced moderate or severe food insecurity, meaning they lacked regular access to adequate
food at some point during the year. This is 86 million fewer people compared to 2024, and 135 million fewer compared to 2020, but still 527 million more people than
in 2015. Steady progress has been seen in Central Asia and Southern Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean since 2020, and there was improvement in sub-
Saharan Africa in 2025 for the first time since the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was launched in 2015.

Prevalence and number of undernourished people in the world, 2010-2025
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NOTES: Shaded areas and bars show lower and upper bounds of the estimated ranges. The full ranges of the values for the years 2020 to 2025 can be found in the
Supplementary material to Chapter 2. * Projections based on nowcasts for 2025 are illustrated by dotted lines.

SOURCE: FAQ. 2026. FAOSTAT: Suite of Food Security Indicators. [Accessed on 21 July 2026]. https://www fao.org/faostat/en/#data/FS. Licence: CC-BY-4.0.

Custodian agencylies): FAO
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Target 2.2 By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition, including achieving, by 2025, the internationally agreed targets on stunting and wasting in
children under 5 years of age, and address the nutritional needs of adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating women and older persons

Indicator 2.2.1 Prevalence of stunting (height for age <-2 standard deviation from the median of the World Health Organization (WHO) Child Growth
Standards) among children under 5years of age

Large-scale nutrition interventions and an equity focus are needed to address regional disparities in child stunting

Child stunting remains a significant barrier to ending all forms of malnutrition. While global stunting numbers fell from 180.4 million in 2012 to 150.2 million in 2024,
this progress masks significant regional disparities that are influenced by shifting demographics. To achieve the internationally agreed targets on stunting in children
under five years of age, coordinated action should be prioritized in high-burden regions and in regions where population growth is outpacing nutritional gains.

. Urgent Interventions for High-Burden Sub-Regions

As of 2024, the largest numbers of children with stunting are concentrated in the regions ‘Central and Southern Asia” and ‘Sub-Saharan Africa.” The Southern Asia
sub-region remains the global epicenter with 56.4 million stunted children. In Sub-Saharan Africa, the sub-regions of Eastern Africa and Western Africa represent the
second and third highest burdens, with 23.3 million and 19.9 million affected children, respectively. Interventions delivered at scale are most needed where the
absolute number of affected children remains highest.

II. The Demographic Challenge: When Numbers Outpace Progress

A complex challenge emerges where the number of stunted children increases in some regions despite global downward trends in both prevalence and under five
(U5) population. This typically occurs when the rate of nutritional improvement cannot counter population growth in a specific region.

Globally, the U5 population decreased by 5.3% from 2012 to 2024, yet Sub-Saharan Africa saw a 20.3% increase (from 154.0 million to 185.4 million children).
Consequently, even though Sub-Saharan Africa’s stunting prevalence improved from 36.0% to 32.2%, the absolute number of stunted children rose from 55.4 million
to 59.6 million.

The crisis is most acute in Middle Africa, where the U5 population surged by 38.5%. This demographic explosion, coupled with a rise in prevalence (37.8% to 40.1%),
caused the number of stunted children to jump from 10.0 million to 14.7 million — a 47% increase.

l1l. Transformative Progress: Sub-Regions with Substantial Improvement

While the number of stunted children is high and increasing in some regions, other regions demonstrate significant improvements. The most significant global
improvements have been achieved in sub-regions that successfully combined prevalence reduction with a declining under-five population. Southern Asia was the
primary driver of the global reduction, accounting for over 68% of the total worldwide decline in stunted children (dropping by 20.6 million). This monumental shift
was bolstered by a 6.1% decline in its U5 population alongside a significant drop in prevalence (from 40.2% to 31.4%).

The ‘Eastern and South-Eastern Asia’ region also demonstrates this "double win." Eastern Asia achieved a 61.1% reduction in stunted children, aided by a 39.3%
reduction in its child population. South-Eastern Asia reduced its stunted population by 34.4%, as a prevalence drop (30.4% to 22.7%) was amplified by a 12.3%
population reduction.

Central Asia proved that success is possible even amidst population Trends in the percentage of children under 5 affected by stunting, by SDG regional groupings,
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Additional resources, press releases, data blog/stories, etc. with links:

e UNICEF-WHO-The World Bank: Joint Child Malnutrition Estimates (JME) — Levels andTrends — 2025 edition https://data.unicef.org/resources/jme/
e https://www.who.int/teams/nutrition-and-food-safety/monitoring-nutritional-status-and-food-safety-and-events/joint-child-malnutrition-estimates/latest-
gstimates

Storyline author(s)/contributor(s): Joel Conkle, UNICEF; Elisa Dominguez, WHO; Nona Reuter, UNICEF; Richard Kumapley, WHO; Elaine Borghi, WHO; Chika Hayashi, UNICEF
Custodian agency(ies): UNICEF, WHO
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Indicator 2.2.2 Prevalence of malnutrition (weight for height >+2 or <-2 standard deviation from the median of the WHO Child Growth Standards) among
children under 5 years of age, by type (wasting and overweight)

Transformative, equitable, and coordinated nutrition actions are needed to address regional disparities in wasting and the growing global
challenge of overweight

While the global community has made progress in reducing acute malnutrition, new challenges in the form of rising overweight prevalence and demographic
pressures are emerging in some regions. To secure a sustainable future for all, transformative and coordinated actions must address the dual burden of malnutrition
across diverse regional contexts.

. The Epicenter of Acute Malnutrition: Southern Asia

Child wasting—Ilow weight-for-height—remains a critical indicator of acute nutritional distress. Globally, the number of wasted children fell from 50.9 million in
2012 to 42.8 million in 2024". Southern Asia, despite progress, remains the global epicenter of the wasting crisis, home to 24.4 million affected children—over half of
the world's total burden.

While Southern Asia reduced its absolute numbers by 4.4 million since 2012, its wasting prevalence remains alarmingly high at 13.6%, double the global average of
6.6%. This persistent burden underscores the need for equitable and innovative interventions that target the root causes of malnutrition in this high-burden sub-
region.

[1] Data Note: Numbers are based on prevalent cases, and do not reflect annual incidence. For acute conditions like wasting, the total number of children affected
over the course of a full year is typically higher than the number of prevalent cases.

II. The Demographic Counter-Force: Wasting in Sub-Saharan Africa

In Sub-Saharan Africa, nutritional progress is being challenged by a "demographic treadmill." Between 2012 and 2024, the continent’s U5 population grew by 20.3%,
rising from 154.0 million to 185.4 million. This rapid growth has largely neutralized significant improvements in prevalence. For instance, while Sub-Saharan Africa’s
wasting prevalence dropped from 6.9% to 5.5%, the absolute number of wasted children only saw a marginal decline, dropping by 0.5 million children.

The situation is most critical in the Middle Africa sub-region, where the U5 population surged by 38.5%. Despite a reduction in wasting prevalence (from 7.0% to
5.5%), the absolute number of children suffering from wasting actually increased from 1.85 million to 2.03 million. This serves as a stark reminder that in high-growth
regions, coordinated actions for nutrition must be accelerated to ensure nutritional gains outpace demographic expansion.

l1l. Success Stories: Drivers of the Global Wasting Reduction

Despite the high remaining burden, certain sub-regions have been the primary engines of global progress. Southern Asia was the lead driver of the global reduction in
wasting, accounting for 55% of the total worldwide decline. Between 2012 and 2024, the sub-region successfully reduced the number of wasted children by 4.5
million.

When viewed as a whole, Asia (including both ‘Central Asia and Southern Asia” and ‘Eastern Asia and South-Eastern Asia’ regions) accounted for 87% of the global
reduction, with ‘Eastern Asia and South-Eastern Asia’ contributing a drop of over 2.3 million wasted children. These regions demonstrate that even with vast
populations, coordinated public health efforts can achieve massive

absolute reductions in acute malnutrition, providing a model for other  Trends in the percentage of children under 5 affected by wasting, by SDG regional grouping,
high-burden areas. 2012 and 2024
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Additional resources, press releases, data blog/stories, etc. with links:

e UNICEF-WHO-The World Bank: Joint Child Malnutrition Estimates (JME) — Levels andTrends — 2025 edition, https://data.unicef.ora/resources/ime/
e https://www.who.int/teams/nutrition-and-food-safety/monitoring-nutritional-status-and-food-safety-and-events/joint-child-malnutrition-estimates/latest-
gstimates

Storyline author(s)/contributor(s): Joel Conkle, UNICEF; Elisa Dominguez, WHO; Nona Reuter, UNICEF; Richard Kumapley, WHO; Elaine Borghi, WHO; Chika
Hayashi, UNICEF

Custodian agencylies): UNICEF, WHO

Indicator 2.2.3 Prevalence of anaemia inwomen aged 15 to 49 years, by pregnancy status (percentage)

Stronger multisectoral advocacy and coordinated efforts are essential to turn the tide on the rising burden of anaemia

Addressing anaemia has traditionally centred on preventing and treating iron deficiency. Yet iron deficiency represents only one part of a complex condition
influenced by infections, inflammation, genetic haemoglobin disorders, micronutrient deficiencies, and structural inequities. Reducing anaemia therefore requires a
broadened, multisectoral approach. Priority actions include strengthening sustained, equitable, and effective coverage of interventions for anaemia prevention,
diagnosis, and treatment; analysing data on underlying causes and risk factors; prioritizing high-impact preventive and therapeutic interventions; optimizing service
delivery across platforms and sectors; and investing in research, learning, and innovation.

Despite global commitments, progress in reducing anaemia among women has remained slow. Among pregnant women, prevalence has shown no significant
improvement over the past decade, 35.3% [Ul 33.3-37.9] in 2012, 34.8% [Ul 32.9-36.7] in 2015, and 35.5% [Ul 32.1-39.1] in 2023. The highest burdens continue to
be seen in Central Asia and Southern Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa.

A similar stagnation is observed among non-pregnant women. Anaemia prevalence has remained persistently high, from 27.1% [Ul 24.9-29.4] in 2012 to 27.6% [UI
25.3-30] in 2015, and reaching 30.5% [Ul 26.2—34.8] in 2023. Central Asia and Southern Asia remain the regions with the highest levels. When combined, anaemia



https://data.unicef.org/resources/jme/
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prevalence among all women of reproductive age was 27.6% [Ul 25.3-29.7] in 2012, 28% [Ul 25.7-30.2] in 2015, and 30.7% [Ul 26.6—34.9] in 2023. If current trends
continue, prevalence is projected to rise further, reaching 32.6% by 2030. The greatest projected burdens remain concentrated in Central Asia and Southern Asia,
while the lowest levels are expected in Australia and New Zealand.

To accelerate and track progress, routine monitoring of anaemia, along with systematic tracking of coverage for key preventive and therapeutic interventions, is
essential. These data are critical for identifying gaps, improving programme targeting, informing policy decisions, and strengthening advocacy for increased
investment in comprehensive anaemia reduction strategies.

Prevalence of anaemia in women aged 15—49 years in 2012, 2015, and 2023, with projections for 2030 (percentage)
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Additional resources, press releases, data blog/stories, etc. with links:

e \WHO global anaemia estimates: key findings, 2025. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2025. (available at
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/ffbc07¢6-420c-4711-8589-2a7b6f3a3da2/content)

e \WHO Global Health Observatory. Anaemia in women and children (available at
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/anaemia in women and children)

e WHO. Metodology for the global anaemia estimates. (Available at https://www.who.int/teams/nutrition-and-food-safety/monitoring-nutritional-status-
and-food-safety-and-events/global-anaemia-estimates/methodology-for-the-global-anaemia-estimates)

e \WHO Nutrition data portal. Microutrients database (available at https://platform.who.int/nutrition/nutrition-portals)

e WHO Micronutrient survey analyser (available at https://www.who.int/tools/micronutrient-survey-analyser-and-other-tools)

e Guideline on haemoglobin cutoffs to define anaemia in individuals and populations. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2024. Licence: CC BY-NC-SA 3.0
IGO. https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240088542

e Best practices for haemoglobin measurement in population-level anaemia surveys: technical brief. Geneva: World Health Organization and the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 2023 (available at https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/77138c76-ceal-4459-bc49-c5961¢3385¢ch/content)

e (Global nutrition targets: anaemia brief (available at https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/ffbc07c6-420c-4711-8589-2a7b6f3a3da?/content)

Storyline author(s)/contributor(s): Monica C Flores- Urrutia, WHO; Richard Kumapley, WHO; Elaine Borghi, WHO

Custodian agencylies): WHO

Indicator 2.2.4 Prevalence of minimum dietary diversity, by population group (children aged 6 to 23 months and non-pregnant women aged 15 to 49 years)

Improving Diets of Children and Women: A Call for Bolder Action and Closing Data Gaps

Dietary diversity—a key property of healthy diets—remains inadequate globally for both children and women. Fewer than one in three (30.8%) children aged 623
months worldwide achieved minimum dietary diversity (MDD-C) between 2018 and 2024, suggesting that more than twao in three children have diets lacking essential
vitamins and minerals needed to support the rapid growth and physiological development that occurs in the first two years of life. Progress in improving children’s
diets has been slow, with little change from 29.4% between 2011 and 2017.

Disparities in children’s diets persist across regions. More than one in two children (55.7%) in Eastern and South-eastern Asia consumed a minimally diverse diet,
while fewer than one in five (18.5%) children met minimum dietary diversity in Sub-Saharan Africa followed by Central and Southern Asia (24.7%) and Western Asia
and Northern Africa (38.1%). However, with data available for only about half of all regions, major gaps remain—Iimiting a full understanding of young children’s
diets in different parts of the world. Among regions with available trend data, improvements have been observed in Central and Southern Asia and in Eastern and
South-eastern Asia, while the prevalence of MDD-C in Sub-Saharan Africa has declined over time.

Data on minimum dietary diversity for women (MDD-W) show similar patterns. Globally, 62.7% of women of reproductive age achieved minimum dietary diversity
between 2020 and 2024. This level is similar to the baseline prevalence (64.0%) reported for 2019 to 2023 and suggests that one third of women aged 15—49 years
worldwide remain at risk of consuming diets that are inadequate in essential vitamins and minerals needed for optimal nutrition and health. Regional estimates
reveal substantial disparities. Similar to the baseline, the current reporting showed the lowest MDD-W prevalence was observed in Sub-Saharan Africa (36.4%) and
Central and Southern Asia (47.7%), while the highest was in Eastern and South-eastern Asia (83.7 %followed by North America and Europe (79.0%), Latin America
and the Caribbean (77.5%), and Western Asia and Northern Africa (76.4%).

Given the multiple factors that influence dietary diversity, urgent and coordinated action across various government sectors is critical, especially in regions where the
prevalence of minimum dietary diversity among children and women remains low. Ensuring that every child and woman—especially the most vulnerable—achieves
minimum dietary diversity requires concerted efforts across food, health, and social protection systems. Transforming national agri-food systems to deliver affordable
healthy diets for all, while scaling up essential nutrition and care services, should therefore be a priority for policy and programme action. At the same time, data
systems must be strengthened to address equity gaps and track progress.


https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/ffbc07c6-420c-4711-8589-2a7b6f3a3da2/content
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/anaemia_in_women_and_children
https://www.who.int/teams/nutrition-and-food-safety/monitoring-nutritional-status-and-food-safety-and-events/global-anaemia-estimates/methodology-for-the-global-anaemia-estimates
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https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/77138c76-cea1-4459-bc49-c5961c3385cb/content
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(A) Proportion of children aged 6-23 months achieving Minimum Dietary Diversity (MDD-C) for two time periods 2011-2017 and 2018-2024; (B) Proportion of
women aged 15-49 years achieving Minimum Dietary Diversity (MDD-W) for two time periods 2019 — 2023 and 2020 — 2024, by Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) Regions
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Additional resources, press releases, data blog/stories, etc. with links:

e Indicators for assessing infant and young child feeding practices
e UNICEF Global MDD-C Database

Storyline author(s)/contributor(s): Vrinda Mehra, UNICEF; Chika Hayashi, UNICEF; Kwame A. Osei, FAO; Dorian Kalamvrezos Navarro, FAQ
Custodian agency(ies): UNICEF, FAO

A new SDG indicator of dietary diversity highlights the essential role of healthy diets in ending all forms of malnutrition

Unhealthy diets are a major driver of poor health worldwide. Often characterized by limited dietary diversity and relatively high intakes of sugars, salt and unhealthy
fats, such diets are strongly associated with the growing global burden of non-communicable diseases (NCDs). Improving access to diverse and nutritious foods is
therefore essential to promote better nutrition and health for all, particularly for women and children.

The proportion of women achieving Minimum Dietary Diversity for Women (MDD-W) was reported for the first time in 2025 as an indicator for monitoring SDG Target
2.2. This indicator reflects the likelihood that women's diets provide adequate amounts of essential vitamins and minerals required for good nutrition and overall
health. Baseline estimates indicated that 64.0 percent of women of reproductive age met the MDD-W threshold between 2019 and 2023. The prevalence was lowest
in Sub-Saharan Africa (43.8 percent) and Central and Southern Asia (47.7 percent), and highest in Eastern and South-Eastern Asia (83.8 percent), followed by
Northern America and Europe (78.9 percent), Latin America and the Caribbean (77.6 percent), and Western Asia and Northern Africa (74.1 percent).

Since this baseline reporting, the proportion of women achieving MDD-W has remained largely unchanged globally and across most SDG regions, except for Sub-
Saharan Africa. Currently, 62.7 percent of women of reproductive age met the MDD-W threshold between 2020 and 2024. This suggests that more than a third of
women in the world remain at risk of consuming diets that are inadequate in essential vitamins and minerals. The lowest prevalence continues to be observed in Sub-
Saharan Africa (36.4 percent), where the prevalence decreased by about 7 percentage points since the baseline period. This was followed by Central and Southern
Asia (47.7 percent), while the highest prevalence is recorded in Eastern and South-Eastern Asia (83.7 percent). Northern America and Europe reported the next
highest prevalence (79.0 percent), followed by Latin America and the Caribbean (77.5 percent) and Western Asia and Northern Africa (76.4 percent). Only one country
from Oceania (excluding Australia and New Zealand) had available data; therefore, a regional estimate could not be reported.

These findings highlight that significant efforts are still required by countries and the international community to ensure access to healthy diets by all. Attention
should be given to regions with low MDD-W prevalence, prioritizing the implementation of coordinated policies and programmes that address barriers to access and
consumption of diverse and nutritious foods across food systems.

Proportion of women aged 15-49 years achieving Minimum Dietary Diversity for Women (MDD-W)
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Latin America and the Caribbean
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Additional resources, press releases, data blog/stories, etc. with links:
e MDD-W: an updated guide to measurement
e MDD-W: e-learning
e Integrating MDD-W into multitopic surveys
e MDD-W: Frequently Asked Questions

e MDD-W e-learning: promotional video

Storyline author(s)/contributor(s): Kwame A. Osei, FAQ; Dorian Kalamvrezos Navarro, FAQ
Custodian agency(ies): UNICEF, FAO
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https://www.fao.org/3/cc9229en/cc9229en.pdf
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Target 2.3 By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food producers, in particular women, indigenous peoples,
family farmers, pastoralists and fishers, including through secure and equal access to land, other productive resources and inputs, knowledge,
financial services, markets and opportunities for value addition and non-farm employment

Indicator 2.3.1 Volume of production per labour unit by classes of farming/pastoral/forestry enterprise size

Indicator 2.3.2 Average income of small-scale food producers, by sex and indigenous status

Disparities in labour productivity and income among food producers

Small-scale food producers play a critical role in building resilient agricultural systems, ensuring food security, and combating hunger. However, despite their
substantial contribution to global food production, they remain highly vulnerable within rural areas and the broader agri-food system. Available data indicate that, in
most low- and middle-income countries, the labour productivity of small-scale food producers is below USD 25 per day (constant 2017 PPP) (Map 1), while their
annual income is below USD 2 500 (constant 2017 PPP) (Map 2).

Globally, labour productivity among small-scale food producers is consistently lower than that of non-small-scale producers. The ratio of labour productivity between
small-scale and non-small-scale producers highlights particularly wide disparities in developed countries, where the productivity of small-scale producers is generally
below 25 percent of that of large-scale producers, with the exceptions of Finland and Ireland. In contrast, these productivity gaps are less pronounced in low- and
middle-income countries (Map 3).

Across all reporting countries, small-scale producers also earn lower annual agricultural incomes than non-small-scale food producers. In many cases, their income is
below USD 1 250 per year (constant 2017 PPP), representing less than one quarter of the income earned by non-small-scale producers (Map 4).

An analysis of average labour productivity and income for the 25 countries with data available for both indicators shows no strong overall correlation between the
two variables (Figure 1, excluding Canada and Fiji). However, when focusing exclusively on the 13 African countries in the sample, a strong positive correlation
emerges. This suggests that the relationship between labour productivity and income may differ across regions, although data limitations prevent a more
comprehensive regional analysis.

Finally, a gender-disaggregated analysis reveals important disparities. In five countries (four in Africa and one in Asia), small-scale units headed by women exhibit
higher labour productivity than those headed by men. Nevertheless, in all these countries, the income of women-headed units remains lower—often substantially
so—highlighting persistent gender-based inequalities in returns to agricultural production.

Map 1: Small-scale food producers’ average labour productivity (2017 PPP). Countries' last year reported.
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Map 2: Average annual income from agriculture of small-scale food producers in constant PPP 2017 USD
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Map 3: Ratio of small-scale over non-small-scale food producers of average labour productivity. Countries' last year reported
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Map 4: Ratio of small-scale over non-small-scale food producers of annual income from agriculture. Countries' last year reported
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Figure 1: Labour productivity vs Income of small-scale food producers in constant PPP 2017 USD
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Target 2.4 By 2030, ensure sustainable food production systems and implement resilient agricultural practices that increase productivity and
production, that help maintain ecosystems, that strengthen capacity for adaptation to climate change, extreme weather, drought, flooding and
other disasters and that progressively improve land and soil quality

Indicator 2.4.1 Proportion of agricultural area under productive and sustainable agriculture

Slow but positive progress toward productive and sustainable agriculture, with persistent regional and structural gaps

The SDG 2.4.1 proxy indicator provides a globally comparable assessment of progress toward productive and sustainable agriculture in a context where official
farm-level data remain insufficient for comprehensive global monitoring. The proxy draws on established national statistics to capture key economic, environmental
and social aspects of agricultural sustainability, while remaining conceptually aligned with the official SDG 2.4.1 indicator. Endorsed as an interim solution following
consultation with countries, it enables regular global and regional assessments of progress toward SDG Target 2.4.

The latest assessment indicates that, in 2024, global agriculture remains at a moderate distance from achieving productive and sustainable agriculture, with a
composite current-status score of 3.3 out of 5. Over the period 2015—2024, the global trend score of 4.0 indicates slight improvement toward the target. Taken
together, these results suggest that progress is moving in the right direction, but at a pace that remains insufficient to ensure achievement of SDG Target 2.4 by 2030
without sustained and coordinated efforts. The proxy framework supports a joint interpretation of the current distance to the target and the direction of change over
time, allowing for a more nuanced assessment than level-only measures.

The results highlight an important imbalance across dimensions of sustainability. At the global level, indicators related to environmental efficiency and resource
management tend to be closer to their desired performance ranges, reflecting gains in areas such as input-use efficiency and pressure on water resources. In
contrast, indicators associated with agricultural productivity per unit of land and labour, as well as employment conditions in agriculture, continue to lag. This pattern
underscores that improvements in environmental performance have not always been accompanied by commensurate advances in productivity growth and job quality,
particularly in agrifood systems facing structural constraints.

Marked regional disparities persist (Figure 1). Europe and Northern America record the highest current-status score (4.0), indicating that the region is close to
achieving productive and sustainable agriculture. Eastern and South-Eastern Asia (3.7), Australia and New Zealand (3.5), and Latin America and the Caribbean (3.5)
are likewise assessed as close to the target. In contrast, Central and Southern Asia (2.8), Northern Africa and Western Asia (2.7), Sub-Saharan Africa (2.6), and
Oceania excluding Australia and New Zealand (2.8) remain at a moderate distance. Among country groupings, Small Island Developing States (3.1) are also at a
moderate distance, while Least Developed Countries (2.5) and Landlocked Developing Countries (2.5) remain further from achieving the target. These gaps reflect
distinct combinations of constraints across regions, including persistently low productivity per unit of land and labour, uneven pressures on water and nutrient
resources, and high levels of informality in agricultural employment.

Trend results over 2015-2024 provide a

more encouraging perspective (Figure 2). Figure 1: SDG 2.4.1 Proxy - 2024 Current status score and assessment to achieve productive and sustainable agriculture.
Most regions and major country

groupings register slight improvement or Sub-Saharan Africa 2.6 |

stronger progress toward productive and Oceania (excl. Australia and New... 2.8 |

sustainable agriculture. Trend scores are Northern Africa and Western Asia 2.7 |

highest in Europe and Northern America Latin America and the Caribbean 3.5 |

(4.3) and Eastern and South-Eastern Europe and Northern America 4.0 |

Asia (4.2), while Australia and New Eastern and South-Eastern Asia 3.7 |

/ealand and Latin America and the Central and Southern Asia 2.8 |

Caribbean both record trend scores of Australia and New Zealand 35 |

4.0. Sub-Saharan Africa (3.8), Least

Developed Countries (3.8), and Least developed countries 2.5 |

Landlocked Developing Countries (3.7) Landlocked developing countries 25 |

also show slight improvement, Smallisland developing States 3.1 |

indicating forward movement despite

lower starting points. By contrast, Small World 53]

Island Developing States and Oceania T T

excluding Australia and New Zealand, 3 4

with trend scores of 3.3, show no Score

improvement over the period. Overall, M Achieved MClose [OModerate MFar MW Veryfar

these patterns suggest that progress is
occurring across most regions, but from
markedly different baseline conditions.

Figure 2: SDG 2.4.1 Proxy — 2015 to 2024 Trend score and assessment to achieve productive and sustainable agriculture.
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Additional resources, press releases, data blog/stories, etc. with links:

e Tubiello, EN., Wanner, N., Asprooth, L., Mueller, M, Pan, X., Ignaciuk, A., Khan, A. A. & Rosero Moncayo, J., 2021. Measuring progress towards sustainable
agriculture. FAO Statistics Working Paper 21-24. Rome, FAO.

e Tubiello, EN., Wanner, N., Kalamvrezos Navarro, D., Bizier, V., Khan, A.A. & Bacci, S. 2025. Proxy approach for status and trend assessments of productive
and sustainable agriculture. FAQ Statistics Working Paper Series, No. 25-50. Rome, FAQ.

e Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ) (2026) SDG 2.4.1 proxy — progress towards productive and sustainable agriculture. FAO,
Rome. Available at: https://foodandagricultureorganization.shinyapps.io/SDG_241_PROXY/ (Accessed: 1 March 2026).

Storyline author(s)/contributor(s): Nidal Ramadan, FAO; Nathan Wanner, FAQ; Francesco N. Tubiello, FAO
Custodian agency(ies): FAQ
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Target 2.5 By 2020, maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals and their related wild
species, including through soundly managed and diversified seed and plant banks at the national, regional and international levels, and
promote access to and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources and associated traditional
knowledge, as internationally agreed

Indicator 2.5.1 Number of (a) plant and (b) animal genetic resources for food and agriculture secured in either medium- or long-term conservation
facilities

Indicator 2.5.2 Proportion of local and transboundary breeds classified as being at risk of extinction

Increased efforts are needed to preserve the genetic diversity of farmed and domesticated animals for future generations

Populations at risk of extinction require action by livestock keepers and governments. Farmed and domesticated animal diversity at risk is mainly preserved /7 vivo in-
situ, meaning live animals are kept within their production systems. Another way is conservation /n vitro ex-situ, 1.e. storing cryopreserved genetic material in gene
banks. These approaches complement each other, and the related SDG indicators (2.5.2 and 2.5.1b) must also be interpreted together.

A stable or decreasing percentage of breeds at risk in combination with an increasing number of breeds with sufficient material cryoconserved can be interpreted as
a positive trend regarding the achievement of the target. Unfortunately, we are still far from maintaining the genetic diversity of farmed and domesticated animals.
Between 2015 and 2025, the number of local and transboundary breeds for which sufficient material to restore them in case of extinction is reported to be available
increased from 121 to 483 (out of 8098 local breeds) and from 34 to 191 (out of 1126 transboundary breeds), respectively. Regarding /7 s/u conservation, the
proportion of breed with unknown risk status has decreased from 59 to 49 percent for local breeds and from 34 to 3 percent for transboundary breeds over the period.
In 2025, among breeds with known status, 63 percent of local breeds and 49 percent of transboundary breeds are considered at risk of extinction. While significant
progress in reporting has been observed over the last years, SDG indicators 2.5.1b and 2.5.2 show that we are still far from maintaining the genetic diversity of
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with known status, 63 percent of local breeds and 49 percent of transboundary breeds are considered at risk of extinction. Transboundary breeds generally have
better information and status compared to local breeds in terms of ex-situ and in-situ conservation. However, efforts are also required for these breeds to ensure their
sustainable conservation and management.

M Breeds not at risk M Breeds at risk Breeds with unknown risk status

In Europe and North America, and Australia and New Zealand, the proportion of endangered local breeds is alarmingly high with 83 and 91 percent of those breeds
reported at risk of extinction, against for instance 32 percent in Eastern Asia and South-eastern Asia. In parallel the number of local and transboundary breeds that
have sufficient material cryoconserved is alarmingly low. In Europe and Northern America, sufficient material is reported for 227 local and 138 transboundary breeds,
while this is the case for only for 11 local and 20 transboundary breeds in Sub-Saharan Africa, and 18 local and 4 transboundary breeds in Northern Africa and
Western Asia.

Additional resources, press releases, data blog/stories, etc. with links:

e FAQ. 2026. Domestic Animal Diversity Information System. FAQ, Rome. https://www.fao.org/dad-is/
e FAO. 2024. Status andTrends of Animal Genetic Resources- 2024. Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, FAQ, Rome.
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/b8c17b3b-1931-4b65-bfbb-0a83a89db912/content

Storyline author(s)/contributor(s): FAQ

Custodian agencylies): FAQ



https://www.fao.org/dad-is/
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/b8c17b9b-f931-4b65-bfbb-0a83a89db912/content
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/dataContacts/

Target 2.a Increase investment, including through enhanced international cooperation, in rural infrastructure, agricultural research and
extension services, technology development and plant and livestock gene banks in order to enhance agricultural productive capacity in
developing countries, in particular least developed countries

Indicator 2.a.1 The agriculture orientation index for government expenditures

Government spending in agriculture is increasing in nominal terms but the global agriculture orientation index continues to decline

Between 2015 and 2024, the global government spending in agriculture in nominal terms showed an increasing trend and recorded an all-time high of USD 725 billion
in 2024, growing at an average annual rate of about 2 percent. While annual agriculture spending has increased in nominal terms, its share is declining from 2.09
percent recorded in 2015 to 1.83 percent in 2024. From 2020 onward, the share of agriculture has recorded below the 2 percent mark.

At the global level, agriculture sector contribution fluctuates between 3.9 percent to 4.4 percent of the GDP between 2015 and 2024. When government expenditure
on agriculture is compared relative to the agriculture sector’s contribution to GDP, measured in terms of the agriculture oriental index (AQI), it recorded a declining
trend during the same period. The global baseline AOI was 0.50 in 2015. It fell to 0.46 in 2020 and further declined to 0.45 in 2024 (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Agriculture orientation index, by SDG regions, 2015 and 2024
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Note: The number of countries with data available may vary over time. Global and regional aggregates
include imputed data. Source: FAQ. 2026. FAOSTAT: Government Expenditure. [Accessed January
2026]. http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data/IG. Licence: CC-BY-4.0.

The declining trend in AOl is also observed among all regions with the exception of Oceania, Australia and New Zealand, Western Asia and Northern Africa, and
Northern America and Europe. During this period, Oceania recorded an increase from 0.12 in 2015 to 0.13 in 2024, Australia and New Zealand recorded an increase
from 0.23 in 2015 to 0.24 in 2024, Western Asia and Northern Africa recorded an increase in AOl from 0.29 in 2015 to 0.31 in 2024 while the Northern America and
Europe region recorded an increase from 0.41 in 2015 to 0.43 in 2024. The more populous regions of sub-Saharan Africa, Eastern and South-eastern Asia, Latin
America and the Caribbean, and Central and Southern Asia reported a decline of their AOl in 2024.

Countries that belong to the least developed countries (LDCs) and landlocked and developing countries (LLDCs) are among the highest spenders in agriculture in terms
of share to total government expenditures. On average, the LDC and the LLDC regions allocated about 4 percent of their total expenditure to agriculture, yet the
agriculture sector generates about 18 percent of their GDP. In terms of AOI, LLDCs reported a decline from 0.26 in 2015 to 0.23 in 2024, while there was an increase
for LDCs from 0.19in 2015 and 0.23 in 2024. The Small Island developing states (SIDS) recorded a decline in AQI from 0.75 in 2015 to 0.62 in 2024.

Figure 2: Agriculture orientation index, 20232024 average
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Storyline author(s)/contributor(s): Brian Carisma, FAQ; Veronica Boero, FAO

Custodian agencylies): FAO

Indicator 2.a.2 Total official flows (official development assistance plus other official flows) to the agriculture sector

Total official support to agriculture in developing countries remains stable since 2022, with a 42% increase from 2015 to 2024

Total official support to agriculture in developing countries reached USD 18.7 billion, which represented 4% of total official flows. The 2024 volume is slightly lower
than in 2023 (1%) but higher than in years prior to 2022. Between 2015 and 2024, the official flows for agriculture grew by 42%, from USD 13.2 billion, mainly due to
projects in Africa.

Within total official flows, ODA amounted to USD 12 billion, or 64% of the total, while other non-concessional official flows totaled USD 6.2 billion (33%) and private
sector instruments amounted to USD 1.1 hillion (3%). Among the four sectors included, agriculture represented 77%, forestry 11%, fishing 4% and rural development
7%.
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Such support to countries in Africa in 2024 amounted to USD 8.7 hillion, a 5.5% increase over 2023 and almost double to the level in 2015 in real terms. Support to
Europe increased by 70.0 % and reached USD 897 million. Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, Europe and Oceania decreased by 13.3%, 2.7% and 2.1% and
reached USD 4.6 billion, USD 1.4 billion, USD 897 million and USD 115 million, respectively.

Support to least developed countries (LDCs) decreased by 8.3% over 2023 and reached USD 5.4 hillion, whereas support to small island developing countries and
land-locked countries increased by 19.4% and 2.4%, to reach USD 480 million and USD 3.9 billion, respectively.

Egypt was the largest recipient of official financing for agriculture in 2024 (USD 1.4 billion) mainly due to non-concessional loans from the Islamic Development Bank
for food crop production and industrial crops, followed by Ethiopia (USD 713 million, due to grants and concessional loans from IDA for agriculture and forestry
policy), Indonesia (USD 686 million, mainly loans for agricultural water resources ) and Ukraine (USD 654, mainly non-concessional loans from IBRD and EBRD but
also grants from the US and EU institutions). An important part of the official support (USD 2.9 billion) was for programs not allocated by country, mainly regional
grants.
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Custodian agencylies): OECD

Target 2.b Correct and prevent trade restrictions and distortions in world agricultural markets, including through the parallel elimination of all
forms of agricultural export subsidies and all export measures with equivalent effect, in accordance with the mandate of the Doha
Development Round

Indicator 2.b.1 Agricultural export subsidies

Custodian agency(ies): WTO
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Target 2.c Adopt measures to ensure the proper functioning of food commaodity markets and their derivatives and facilitate timely access to
market information, including on food reserves, in order to help limit extreme food price volatility

Indicator 2.c.1 Indicator of food price anomalies

The proportion of countries with moderately to abnormally high food prices saw a sharp year-on-year decline in 2024, falling to a level slightly
below the 2015-19 average

After a modest decline a year earlier, the proportion of countries facing moderately to abnormally high food prices sharply decreased from 51.2 percent in 2023 to
15.3 percent in 2024. The year-on-year decline was observed across most monitored regional groupings, except for Central and Southern Asia, where the share
remained the same in 2024. In 2024, the proportion was lowest in Europe and Northern America (4.3 percent) and highest in the Least Developed countries (LDCs)
(31.6 percent).

The proportion of countries experiencing moderately to abnormally high food prices surged in 2020 and again in 2022, due to economic disruptions associated with
the COVID-19 pandemic and the start of the war in Ukraine, respectively. Global food prices dropped in 2024, driven by ample cereal supply situation (the second
largest output on record), better prospects for sugar production and lower prices of agricultural inputs, mainly fertilizers. These factors more than offset yearly
increases in global shipping costs and prices of bovine and poultry meats, butter and vegetable oils.

In Central and Southern Asia, the proportion of countries experiencing moderately to abnormally high food prices was unchanged year-on-year at 23 percent in 2024.
Export restrictions imposed by a major rice-exporting country following weather-related declines in production reduced export availabilities, contributing to higher
prices in key net-rice importing countries in the region, with a similar impact also in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). These restrictions were lifted in September 2024,
providing some relief to rice prices during the last quarter of the year.

The proportion of LDCs facing moderately to abnormally high food prices fell marginally from 31.7 percent in 2023 to 31.6 percent in 2024 and remained well above
the 2015-19 average of 18 percent. The rise in food prices can be attributed to conflict-related market and/or production disruptions and drought-reduced agricultural
production in Southern Africa. In SSA — with SSA comprising over 70 percent of LDCs -, the share of countries with moderately to abnormally high food prices was
about 26 percent, the second highest after the LDCs. This situation exacerbated pre-existing economic vulnerabilities, particularly due to the heavy reliance on food
imports.

In Europe and North America, the share of countries experiencing moderately high food prices was 4.3 percent in 2024, while there was no country with abnormally
high food prices. This represents a significant decline from the 2022-2023 average, when 80 percent of countries faced moderately to abnormally high food prices.
The price declines were primarily driven by lower fuel prices and production costs, ample supply of agricultural products and reduced supply chain congestion.

Proportion of countries by region facing moderately to abnormally high food prices in 2015-19 average, 2020-21 average, 2022-23 average and 2024 (%)
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