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Introduction

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) remain the world’s 
shared blueprint for peace, prosperity, and sustainability by 2030. 
They reflect the aspirations of people everywhere for a more just, 
resilient, and inclusive future. Yet, a little over ten years into 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda, progress has been uneven 
and the Agenda itself faces growing challenges. Against this 
backdrop, it is vital to demonstrate where tangible advances are 
being made, reminding stakeholders that change is both possible 
and measurable.

The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2026: Success Stories 
presents a collection of success stories that showcase how local 
actions, national policies, and global partnerships are making real 
differences in people’s lives. These narratives go beyond statistics, 
illustrating how targeted interventions—whether in poverty 
reduction, climate resilience, digital inclusion, or health—are 
transforming communities. From Uzbekistan’s rapid poverty 
reduction to Mozambique’s community-based early warning 
systems, these stories capture the diverse pathways of progress 
documented by United Nations agencies and partners.

Each story highlights the interconnected nature of the Goals: 
advances in one area often catalyze progress in others, 
underscoring the importance of integrated approaches. Together, 
they offer evidence that the SDGs remain achievable when 
supported by political will, international cooperation, and 
grassroots engagement.

Above all, the stories remind us that behind every data point are 
real people—families lifted from poverty, children gaining access 
to education, communities able to adapt to climate risks. By 
shining a light on these successes, the stories strengthen 
momentum for SDG implementation and reaffirm the collective 
commitment to deliver on the promise of the 2030 Agenda.

* Please note that the stories included in this publication are summaries,
followed by weblink(s) to the full story for further information.
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Charting Uzbekistan’s Path to Poverty Reduction (Uzbekistan)

Uzbekistan has made rapid progress in reducing poverty by both national and 
global standards. In 2021, the government adopted a new methodology for 
measuring poverty and set the ambitious goal of halving the national poverty 
rate by 2026. The new poverty line also serves as the benchmark for pensions 
and eligibility for the country’s largest social protection programme. Backed by 
strong household income growth and expanded social benefits, the national 
poverty rate dropped from 17% in 2021 to 8.9% in 2024. 

This success is mirrored in measures based on global standards that can now 
be assessed for Uzbekistan, after the country started participating in the global 
effort to develop comparable price data through the International Comparison 
Program. In March 2024, the World Bank published the latest updates of global 
poverty numbers, including new data from Uzbekistan for the first time, putting 
the country’s poverty reduction story in a global and regional context. Under 
the $2.15 poverty line (2017 PPP), poverty was already low at 1.9% in 2021. 
However, given the country’s aspiration to reach upper-middle-income status 
by 2030, the $6.85 poverty line provides a more relevant measure. By this 
standard, poverty fell from 20.7% in 2021 to 13.4% in 2023.

To build on this momentum, the government revised its target under the new 
“From Poverty to Prosperity” strategy, aiming to reduce national poverty to 6% 
by the end of 2025. The programme combines community-driven initiatives, 
expanded social services, a registry of low-income families, and measures to 
create 5.2 million employment opportunities.

G
oal 1

Links: (Provided by the World Bank)

• Charting Uzbekistan's path to poverty reduction: insights from 
international comparisons

• International Comparison Program

SDG indicators: 1.1.1, 1.2.1

© Unsplash / Joel Heard 
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Lives Saved Through Early Warnings 
(Persian Gulf, Greece)

When heavy storms struck the Persian Gulf in March 2024, residents received advance flood 
warnings on their phones. Families moved to higher ground, while Red Crescent teams activated 
emergency plans. Homes and roads were damaged, but lives were spared — a stark improvement 
from past disasters.

Just weeks later, Greece endured its earliest recorded heatwave, with temperatures above 38°C. 
Automated alerts warned people to stay indoors and hydrate. Hospitals and local authorities were 
ready with response plans. While the heatwave disrupted daily life, mortality remained contained 
thanks to early preparation.

These local experiences mirror a global trend: disaster-related deaths and missing persons have 
nearly halved, dropping from 1.61 per 100,000 people in 2005–2014 to 0.79 in 2014–2023. Countries 
with comprehensive multi-hazard early warning systems (MHEWS) record six to eight times fewer 
deaths than those with limited coverage. Since 2015, the number of countries with such systems 
has more than doubled, from 54 to 113, while global coverage scores have risen by 25%.

For families facing floods or heatwaves, these numbers translate into something simple yet 
profound: the difference between life and death.

G
oal 1

Links: (Provided by UNDRR)
• Sendai Framework Monitor

• Global status of multi-hazard early warning systems: 2022, 2023, 2024

SDG indicators: 1.5.1, 11.5.1, 13.1.1

G
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https://www.undrr.org/sfm
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Ending AIDS Is Within Reach (Global)

“World leaders pledged to end the AIDS pandemic as a public health threat by 2030, and they can uphold 
their promise, but only if they ensure that the HIV response has the resources it needs and that the human 
rights of everyone are protected,” said UNAIDS Executive Director, Winnie Byanyima. “Leaders can save 
millions of lives, prevent millions of new HIV infections, and ensure that everyone living with HIV can live 
healthy, full lives.”

The global HIV response is transforming millions of lives and advancing progress toward the SDGs. Today, 
even without a vaccine or cure, access to treatment and prevention has changed the course of the 
epidemic. More than 77% of people living with HIV are now on lifesaving antiretroviral therapy, compared to 
47% just nine years ago. New HIV infections have fallen by 60% since their peak in 1995, and AIDS-related 
deaths have declined by 70% since 2004. In 2023 alone, almost 31 million people were receiving treatment —
the highest number ever recorded — reducing AIDS-related deaths to their lowest level since 2004. In sub-
Saharan Africa, these successes have contributed to a rise in average life expectancy from 56.3 years in 
2010 to 61.1 years in 2023.

This progress is the result of global solidarity, with governments, civil society, the private sector, faith and 
scientific communities working together, supported by UNAIDS, PEPFAR, the Global Fund, and other partners.

Yet the progress is uneven. HIV infections are increasing in at least 28 countries, many with already 
substantial epidemics. Key populations — including sex workers, men who have sex with men, people who 
inject drugs, transgender people, and people in prisons — remain underserved. Some 9.3 million people still 
lack access to treatment, especially children and adolescents.

AIDS is not over. Closing these gaps is essential if the world is to achieve the goal of ending AIDS as a public 
health threat by 2030.

Links: (Provided by UNAIDS)
• The urgency of now: AIDS at a crossroads, UNAIDS, 2024.

• World Population Prospects 2024

SDG indicator: 3.1.1

G
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https://population.un.org/wpp/


LIVE LIFE: Suicide Prevention in Action (Thailand, Cambodia)

More than 720,000 people died by suicide in 2021 — a preventable tragedy that 
remains the third leading cause of death among young people aged 15–29. For 
every life lost, there are over 20 suicide attempts, with 73% of suicides occurring 
in low- and middle-income countries.

To address this, WHO launched the LIVE LIFE initiative in 2021, providing an 
evidence-based package of interventions. Since then, the initiative has been 
implemented in six countries across four regions, supporting national leadership, 
multisectoral collaboration, awareness, and improved data.

In Thailand, LIVE LIFE has strengthened suicide surveillance, uncovering 33% more 
unreported suicides each year and identifying priority provinces for action. A 
national suicide prevention strategy is now underway, with psychosocial 
interventions delivered in six schools and 64 volunteers trained to assess and 
manage suicidal behaviors.

In Cambodia, more than 240 representatives from four ministries and all 25 
provinces took part in a 2025 workshop led by the Ministry of Health. This set the 
foundation for the country’s first multisectoral national suicide prevention 
strategy.

Similar efforts in other countries — including Suriname, Cabo Verde, Guyana, 
India, and Namibia — show a global shift towards public health and evidence-
based approaches. By strengthening surveillance, reducing access to lethal 
means such as pesticides, and engaging communities and media responsibly, 
LIVE LIFE is shaping suicide prevention worldwide.

Links: (Provided by WHO)
• LIVE LIFE Initiative for Suicide Prevention, WHO

• LIVE LIFE: An implementation guide for suicide prevention in countries, 2021

• Preventing suicide: A global imperative, 2014

SDG indicator: 3.4.2

G
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© Department of Mental Health, Ministry of Public Health of Thailand Article here
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https://www.who.int/initiatives/live-life-initiative-for-suicide-prevention
https://www.who.int/initiatives/live-life-initiative-for-suicide-prevention
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240026629
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240026629
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241564779
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241564779
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/suicide-prevention-in-thailand--a-whole-of-society-approach


Contraceptive Achievements: Political Will and Global Partnerships 
(Sub-Saharan Africa, Ouagadougou Partnership)

Since 2015, the global share of women of reproductive age (15–49) using 
modern contraceptive methods among those wishing to avoid pregnancy has 
risen slightly, from 76.4% to 77.2% in 2025. The strongest progress has occurred in 
sub-Saharan Africa, where coverage increased from 51.6% to 57.9%.

At the national level, an increase of more than 10 percentage points over a 
decade is considered exceptional. Of the 21 countries worldwide reaching this 
milestone since 2015– 15 are in sub-Saharan Africa. While strategies vary across 
contexts, two common factors stand out: strong political will and sustainable 
financing.

The Ouagadougou Partnership (OP), bringing together ten Francophone West 
African countries, illustrates how coordinated action can accelerate change. 
Since 2011, OP has supported governments in Burkina Faso, Mali, Senegal, and 
others to set ambitious but realistic family planning goals, establish sustainable 
financing, and strengthen cooperation with civil society and donors. These 
efforts have yielded some of the greatest increases globally in the proportion of 
women whose demand for family planning is satisfied with modern methods.

Collectively, OP countries have advanced faster than any other region since 
2015 — at nearly twice the pace of overall progress in sub-Saharan Africa. Their 
experience demonstrates how political leadership, partnerships, and 
multilateralism can overcome challenges and drive measurable improvements 
in reproductive health.

Links: (Provided by UNDESA Population Division)
• An Improbable Success in a Troubled Region 

• General Report of the 13th Ouagadougou Partnership Annual Meeting

• Estimates and Projections of Family Planning Indicators 2024

SDG indicator: 3.7.1

G
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© EtriLabs / Murielle Anatohon
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https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/improbable-success-troubled-region
https://partenariatouaga.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/OPAM_Report-2024-ENG.pdf
https://partenariatouaga.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/OPAM_Report-2024-ENG.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/data/family-planning-indicators
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/data/family-planning-indicators
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/data/family-planning-indicators


Cutting Adolescent Births Through Rights-Based Approaches 
(Latin America and the Caribbean)

Latin America and the Caribbean, long marked by high adolescent fertility, has 
achieved remarkable progress in recent decades. The birth rate among girls aged 
15–19 dropped from 83 per 1,000 in 2000 to 50.3 in 2024, with projections suggesting 
a further decline to 45.1 by 2030. Among those aged 10–14, rates fell from 3.2 to 1.7 
per 1,000 and are projected to reach 1.4 by 2030. Twenty-two countries and 
territories have reduced adolescent fertility by over half, with Chile, Costa Rica, 
Curaçao, Guadeloupe, and Puerto Rico recording declines of more than two-thirds.

Much of this progress reflects the adoption of integrated, rights-based policies 
aligned with the Montevideo Consensus, which promotes access to comprehensive 
sexuality education (CSE), adolescent-friendly health services, and youth 
participation. These approaches enable informed decision-making, access to 
contraception, and delayed childbearing.

Since 2015, progress has accelerated. Argentina’s National Plan for the Prevention of 
Unintended Adolescent Pregnancy (ENIA) expanded free contraceptives, school-
based CSE, and tailored counseling. Chile combined legal reforms, intersectoral 
collaboration, and over 375 “Espacios Amigables” (Friendly Spaces) in primary care 
centers to provide confidential youth-centered services. Uruguay’s government 
expanded initiatives to strengthen access to family planning and health information, 
encouraging adolescents to postpone first pregnancies.

These experiences highlight the transformative role of rights-based, multisectoral 
strategies in reducing adolescent fertility, protecting young people’s health, and 
advancing SDG target 3.7.

Links: (Provided by UN DESA Population Division)
• Montevideo Consensus on Population and Development

• Population, Development and Rights in Latin America and the Caribbean 

• Latin America and the Caribbean in the Final Five Years of the 2030 Agenda: 
Steering Transformations to Accelerate Progress 

• El descenso de la fecundidad adolescente en Chile: antecedentes, 
magnitud, determinantes y desigualdades

• Paper: ¿Están funcionando las políticas? 

• Paper: The big decline: Lowest-low fertility in Uruguay (2016– 2021) SDG indicator: 3.7.2

G
oal 3
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https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/81406-latin-america-and-caribbean-final-five-years-2030-agenda-steering-transformations
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/81406-latin-america-and-caribbean-final-five-years-2030-agenda-steering-transformations
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/81406-latin-america-and-caribbean-final-five-years-2030-agenda-steering-transformations
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://www.cepal.org/es/notas/descenso-la-fecundidad-adolescente-chile-antecedentes-magnitud-determinantes-desigualdades
https://proceedings.science/alap/alap-2024/ejes-tematicos?lang=es
https://proceedings.science/alap/alap-2024/ejes-tematicos?lang=es
https://proceedings.science/alap/alap-2024/ejes-tematicos?lang=es
https://proceedings.science/alap/alap-2024/ejes-tematicos?lang=es
https://proceedings.science/alap/alap-2024/ejes-tematicos?lang=es
https://proceedings.science/alap/alap-2024/ejes-tematicos?lang=es
https://proceedings.science/alap/alap-2024/ejes-tematicos?lang=es
https://doi.org/10.4054/DemRes.2024.50.16
https://doi.org/10.4054/DemRes.2024.50.16
https://doi.org/10.4054/DemRes.2024.50.16
https://doi.org/10.4054/DemRes.2024.50.16
https://doi.org/10.4054/DemRes.2024.50.16
https://doi.org/10.4054/DemRes.2024.50.16
https://doi.org/10.4054/DemRes.2024.50.16


Strengthening Health Workforce for Universal Health Coverage (Global)

Health workers are essential for achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC), ensuring 
that health services are accessible, effective, and of good quality for all, regardless of 
income or location. In 2023, the global health workforce exceeded 70 million, with the 
five SDG Target 3.c occupations—dentists, medical doctors, midwifery personnel, 
nursing personnel, and pharmacists—accounting for 52 million. Yet, a projected 
shortage of 11.1 million by 2030 highlights slow progress, with over half of the gap 
expected in Northern Africa and sub-Saharan Africa.

The Global Strategy on Human Resources for Health (GSHRH) and the implementation of 
National Health Workforce Accounts (NHWA) provide reliable, annually updated data on 
the stock, demographics, distribution, and mobility of health workers. Since NHWA’s 
launch in 2018, global data availability has increased by 35%, reflecting stronger 
national capacity to monitor and plan the health workforce. Evidence-based planning 
relies on detailed information on workforce stock, distribution, and migration, which 
NHWA facilitates.

Between 2013 and 2023, the density of dentists, doctors, midwives, nurses, and 
pharmacists increased by 26%, but disparities remain stark. High-income countries 
have, on average, one health worker per 64 people, compared with one per 621 people in 
low-income countries. Northern America leads in nursing and midwifery personnel, with 
over 130 per 10,000 population—more than three times the global average of 39, and up 
to eight times that of sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia. Medical doctor density 
varies widely, from 43 per 10,000 in Europe to only 2 per 10,000 in sub-Saharan Africa.

This evidence underscores the urgent need to strengthen health workforce planning, 
distribution, and capacity worldwide to close gaps and achieve UHC by 2030.

Links: (Provided by WHO)
• Health and care workforce Global strategy on human resources for health: 

workforce 2030 | Report by the Director-General, 2024

• WHO (2016). Global strategy on human resources for health: Workforce 2030

• WHO (2017). National health workforce accounts: a handbook

SDG indicator: 3.c.1
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https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB156/B156_15-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB156/B156_15-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB156/B156_15-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB156/B156_15-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB156/B156_15-en.pdf
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/3ef6ee65-42fa-4d2b-9c75-d55b2df17f9a/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/3ef6ee65-42fa-4d2b-9c75-d55b2df17f9a/content
https://iris.who.int/items/c8db7b21-da29-4432-a6d7-61ffe3b2c1c1
https://iris.who.int/items/c8db7b21-da29-4432-a6d7-61ffe3b2c1c1


Teaching Green: How Curricula Shape Climate Awareness 
(Global, Bolivia, Italy)

Mainstreaming sustainable development in education is part of global commitments under the 
SDGs and the Paris Agreement. Yet progress varies widely. A UNESCO review of curriculum 
frameworks and syllabi in 110 countries (grades 3, 6, and 9, across up to eight subjects) produced 
an index from 0 to 100. The global average is just 40, ranging from 9 to 66. References to 
environment and sustainability are more common (average 55) than to biodiversity (31) or 
climate change (21).

Green content appears more often in subject syllabi than in national frameworks, more in science 
than in social sciences, and more in higher than lower grades. For instance, 34% of countries had 
no green concepts in grade 3 social science syllabi, compared to 21% in grade 6 and 16% in grade 
9. Wealth does not guarantee greener curricula, nor do climate-vulnerable countries necessarily 
integrate more content. The index allows countries to identify gaps by theme, grade, or subject.

Some countries stand out. Bolivia embeds climate education through Ministry of Education 
Learning Texts (2023–24), including QR codes linking to videos and readings. Its grade 6 
curriculum covers causes and effects of climate change, greenhouse gases, and global warming, 
while encouraging action learning on waste management and energy use. Italy has integrated 
climate change and sustainability into compulsory civic education since 2020, following a 2019 
law, ensuring students gain knowledge, skills, and values to protect the planet.

Links: (Provided by UNESCO)
• Greening curriculum guidance: teaching and learning for climate action

• UNESCO education databases and tools 

• Profiles Enhancing Education Reviews (PEER)

• Bolivia, Climate change communication and education

• Italy, Climate change communication and education

SDG indicator: 4.7.1/12.8.1/13.3.1 (repeat indicator)
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https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/greening-curriculum-guidance-teaching-and-learning-climate-action
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/greening-curriculum-guidance-teaching-and-learning-climate-action
https://www.unesco.org/en/education/databases
https://www.unesco.org/en/education/databases
https://education-profiles.org/
https://education-profiles.org/
https://education-profiles.org/latin-america-and-the-caribbean/bolivia/~climate-change-communication-and-education
https://education-profiles.org/latin-america-and-the-caribbean/bolivia/~climate-change-communication-and-education
https://education-profiles.org/europe-and-northern-america/italy/~climate-change-communication-and-education
https://education-profiles.org/europe-and-northern-america/italy/~climate-change-communication-and-education


Closing the Digital Divide Through Skills for All 
(Ghana, Dominican Republic)

Despite rapid technological progress, nearly half of the world’s population remains 
offline, with rural communities, women and girls, low-income households, and other 
marginalized groups most affected. Even as access costs fall, the lack of digital skills 
has emerged as a critical barrier, limiting participation in the digital economy. 
Businesses, especially small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and start-ups, 
also struggle to find employees with the competencies needed to thrive.

To address these challenges, the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and 
Cisco launched the Digital Transformation Centres (DTC) Initiative in 2019. The 
programme builds basic and intermediate digital skills, especially in underserved 
communities, and is being piloted in nine countries before expanding further.

In Ghana, the impact has been significant. Almost 20,000 citizens were trained, two-
thirds of them women. Women entrepreneurs gained digital marketing skills to expand 
their businesses online, while schoolchildren learned programming languages such as 
Scratch and Python. The initiative trained 220 community instructors to ensure long-
term sustainability and equipped 450 persons with visual impairments with digital 
skills. Community centres were upgraded to provide ongoing training opportunities.

In the Dominican Republic, over 5,000 people have been trained since 2020, 
highlighting the programme’s regional expansion and scalability.

By equipping individuals with job-ready digital and entrepreneurial skills, the DTC 
Initiative is helping bridge the digital divide and enabling greater participation in the 
opportunities of the digital age.

Links: (Provided by ITU)
• Boosting digital skills through Digital Transformation Centres (DTCs)

• Revolutionizing Lives with DTC in Ghana

• How Digital Transformation Centres are improving thousands of lives in the 
Dominican Republic

• Driving digital empowerment in the Dominican Republic through the DTC 
Initiative

SDG indicators: 4.4.1, 17.8.1
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https://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/CDS/projects/display.asp?ProjectNo=7GLO20108
https://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/CDS/projects/display.asp?ProjectNo=7GLO20108
https://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/CDS/projects/display.asp?ProjectNo=7GLO20108
https://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/CDS/projects/display.asp?ProjectNo=7GLO20108
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/digital-impact-unlocked/revolutionizing-lives-with-dtc-in-ghana/
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/digital-impact-unlocked/revolutionizing-lives-with-dtc-in-ghana/
https://www.itu.int/hub/2020/12/how-digital-transformation-centres-are-improving-thousands-of-lives-in-the-dominican-republic/
https://www.itu.int/hub/2020/12/how-digital-transformation-centres-are-improving-thousands-of-lives-in-the-dominican-republic/
https://www.itu.int/hub/2020/12/how-digital-transformation-centres-are-improving-thousands-of-lives-in-the-dominican-republic/
https://www.itu.int/hub/2020/12/how-digital-transformation-centres-are-improving-thousands-of-lives-in-the-dominican-republic/
https://www.itu.int/hub/2020/12/how-digital-transformation-centres-are-improving-thousands-of-lives-in-the-dominican-republic/
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/digital-impact-unlocked/driving-digital-empowerment-in-the-dominican-republic-through-the-dtc-initiative/
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/digital-impact-unlocked/driving-digital-empowerment-in-the-dominican-republic-through-the-dtc-initiative/
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/digital-impact-unlocked/driving-digital-empowerment-in-the-dominican-republic-through-the-dtc-initiative/
https://youtu.be/LstagoSBHfQ
https://youtu.be/LstagoSBHfQ


G
oal 3Healthy Schools, Better Learning: India’s Wellness Mission (India)

Quality education begins with healthy, safe, and supported learners. Recognizing that 
children who are healthy learn better, UNESCO partners with governments to reduce health-
related barriers such as gender inequality, violence, malnutrition, HIV, early pregnancy, and 
bullying.

In India, UNESCO supported the School Health and Wellness Programme (SHWP) between 
2023 and 2024, working with the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) and the National Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT), targeting students in grades 6–12 through 60,000 trained 
coordinators, providing knowledge and skills on physical, emotional, and social well-being.

The scale has been remarkable:
• 334 principals from 32 states and Union Territories trained;
• 29,000 teachers reached through a capacity-building programme;
• Over 10,000 schools now implementing the initiative with UNESCO’s technical 

support;
• More than 3 million learners benefitting directly from health and wellness education.

The programme also promotes holistic learning environments where students can 
understand their rights, build resilience, and thrive. Reflecting this commitment, Prof. Dinesh 
Prasad Saklani, Director of NCERT, noted:

“While developing the National Curriculum Framework for School Education, we ensured 
health and well-being are integral to its design. I extend my congratulations to CBSE and 
UNESCO for their commendable efforts in prioritizing health and well-being in education.”

India’s SHWP demonstrates how integrating health into education fosters inclusion, reduces 
inequalities, and creates lasting benefits for both learning outcomes and public health.

Related to Goal 4 and Goal 3

G
oal 4

Link: (Provided by UNESCO) 

• Project | 15 million learners, one mission: School Health 
and Wellness Programme

© UNESCO
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https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/15-million-learners-one-mission-school-health-and-wellness-programme
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/15-million-learners-one-mission-school-health-and-wellness-programme
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/15-million-learners-one-mission-school-health-and-wellness-programme
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/15-million-learners-one-mission-school-health-and-wellness-programme


When Laws Listen: Transforming Traditions for Gender Equality 
(Tanzania, Mozambique)

Women’s secure access to land is vital for food security, economic 
empowerment, and gender equality. Under SDG indicator 5.a.2, countries are 
assessing whether legal frameworks guarantee women equal rights to land 
ownership and control.

In Tanzania, the Ministry of Constitutional Affairs submitted its first 5.a.2 report 
in 2021 as part of the FAO–IFAD–WFP* Joint Programme on Accelerating Rural 
Women's Economic Empowerment. This informed the 2024/25 review of the 
1995 National Land Policy, with emphasis on aligning customary norms with 
statutory non-discrimination principles, particularly for inheritance. In 2025, 
FAO supported a 5.a.2 data update for mainland Tanzania and a new legal 
assessment for Zanzibar. Draft findings were discussed with Ministries of 
gender, agriculture, lands, and statistics, sparking multi-level policy dialogues.

In Mozambique, reporting and monitoring began in 2023, feeding into the 
revision of the Land Law. The SDG 5.a.2 report in 2024 highlighted challenges: 
lack of mandatory joint registration of land for spouses, insufficient budget 
support, weak protections under customary law, and low participation of 
women in land administration. In 2025, FAO reviewed the revised draft, which 
incorporated key recommendations—such as creating a community fund to 
support women and vulnerable groups, training, and promoting women-led 
land initiatives.

Together, these examples show how the SDG indicator provides a practical 
framework to confront structural discrimination in land governance, ensuring 
that reforms not only secure women’s land rights but also strengthen resilience 
and inclusive development.

Link: (Provided by FAO) 
• UN Joint Programme on Rural Women’s Economic Empowerment - JP RWEE

SDG indicator: 5.a.2
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*Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)- International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD)- World Food Programme (WFP)

https://jprwee.org/
https://jprwee.org/
https://jprwee.org/
https://jprwee.org/


Women Powering Clean Energy: Gender Inclusion in 
Decentralized Solar PV (Global)*

Decentralised solar PV is making energy access more equitable, especially for communities far from 
centralized grids, and opening new opportunities for women. IRENA’s Decentralised Solar PV: A 
Gender Perspective shows that across Ethiopia, India, Kenya, Nigeria, and Uganda, about 307,000 
people worked in the decentralised solar PV sector in 2023. Although women’s share is still low in 
many countries, in some places it reaches over 40%. For example, Kenya reports approximately 41% 
female participation and Nigeria about 35%. 

The report identifies many barriers holding women back: limited training and education opportunities, 
societal expectations, safety and mobility challenges, pay gaps, and lack of workplace flexibility. Yet, 
the report also offers solutions—policies and programs that provide gender-targeted training and 
education; supportive employment conditions; entrepreneurial opportunities; outreach and 
awareness; and inclusive workplace designs. 

When women are included in all parts of the value chain—from marketing, sales, installation, to 
administration—communities benefit: clean, reliable energy becomes more accessible, local jobs 
increase, and social outcomes improve.

To fully harness this potential, national and local governments, industry, and civil society need to 
embed gender inclusion in decentralised energy planning—ensuring that women aren’t left behind in 
the energy transition.

* This story was prepared by UNSD from contributions and input from IRENA.

Links: (Provided by IRENA) 

• Decentralised solar PV: A gender perspective (2024)

• Fostering Livelihoods with Decentralised Renewable Energy: An Ecosystems Approach

SDG indicators: 5.a.1, 7.1.2, 8.3.1
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https://www.irena.org/Publications/2024/Oct/Decentralised-Solar-PV-Gender-Perspective-2024
https://www.irena.org/Publications/2024/Oct/Decentralised-Solar-PV-Gender-Perspective-2024
https://www.irena.org/Publications/2024/Oct/Decentralised-Solar-PV-Gender-Perspective-2024
https://www.irena.org/Publications/2024/Oct/Decentralised-Solar-PV-Gender-Perspective-2024
https://www.irena.org/publications/2022/Jan/Fostering-Livelihoods-with-Decentralised-Renewable-Energy
https://www.irena.org/publications/2022/Jan/Fostering-Livelihoods-with-Decentralised-Renewable-Energy
https://www.irena.org/publications/2022/Jan/Fostering-Livelihoods-with-Decentralised-Renewable-Energy
https://www.irena.org/publications/2022/Jan/Fostering-Livelihoods-with-Decentralised-Renewable-Energy


Snapshots of Progress: Accelerating Action on Water and Sanitation (Global)*

The world is seriously off track to achieve SDG 6 on water and sanitation by 2030. Without 
transformative action, the shortfall will undermine progress across the entire 2030 Agenda. To 
spotlight solutions and inspire faster action, the UN-Water Integrated Monitoring Initiative for SDG 6 
(IMI-SDG6) has produced a series of Country Acceleration Snapshots since 2023.

These concise, accessible case examples show that accelerated progress is possible. They are based 
on official country data reported on the eleven global SDG 6 indicators, collected by the eight UN 
custodian agencies. Snapshots are designed not only to celebrate achievements, but also to share 
practical lessons that other countries can adapt.

Countries profiled so far range across regions and contexts. Ghana has expanded wastewater 
treatment capacity, while Pakistan has improved water-use efficiency through modern irrigation 
practices. Brazil has advanced universal access to drinking water services, and China has become a 
global leader in wetland conservation through legislative and technological innovations. Other 
examples—from Bangladesh and Indonesia to Namibia, Mozambique, and Argentina—highlight the 
importance of context-specific reforms.

By compiling and sharing these stories, the Acceleration Snapshots show that even under 
challenging conditions, political will, investment, and innovation can drive real progress. They 
complement the more in-depth Country Acceleration Case Studies, together forming a growing body 
of evidence that solutions to the water and sanitation crisis already exist—and can be scaled up.

* This story was prepared by UNSD from contributions and input from UN-Water.

Links: (Provided by UN-Water)

• SDG 6 Acceleration snapshots: what progress looks like

• UN-Water SDG 6 Progress Reports
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https://www.unwater.org/publications/sdg-6-acceleration-snapshots-what-progress-looks
https://www.unwater.org/publications/sdg-6-acceleration-snapshots-what-progress-looks
https://www.unwater.org/publications/sdg-6-progress-reports
https://www.unwater.org/publications/sdg-6-progress-reports
https://www.unwater.org/publications/sdg-6-progress-reports
https://www.unwater.org/publications/sdg-6-progress-reports
https://www.unwater.org/publications/sdg-6-progress-reports


Learning from Success: UN-Water’s Country Acceleration Case Studies (Global)*

Despite important progress, the world is not on track to achieve SDG 6 on water and sanitation by 
2030. UN-Water estimates that global progress must quadruple to meet the targets. To better 
understand what works, UN-Water has developed Country Acceleration Case Studies, launched in 
2022, to capture and share lessons from countries that are advancing toward SDG 6.

Each year, three countries are selected by the UN-Water Expert Group on the 2030 Agenda based on 
progress reporting against SDG 6 global indicators. The case studies document enabling conditions, 
drivers, and processes, focusing on the five global accelerators of the SDG 6 Global Acceleration 
Framework: financing, data and information, capacity development, innovation, and governance. 
They highlight achievements while providing a practical roadmap for replication elsewhere. So far, 
twelve countries have been profiled:

• 2022: Costa Rica, Pakistan, Senegal
• 2023: Brazil, Ghana, Singapore
• 2024: Cambodia, Czechia, Jordan
• 2025: Saudi Arabia, Rwanda, Bhutan

By documenting good practices and lessons learned, the case studies recognize national progress 
while encouraging other countries to take similar actions. They also highlight interlinkages with the 
2030 Agenda more broadly, demonstrating how progress on water and sanitation can drive 
development across multiple SDGs.

Through this initiative, UN-Water ensures that progress is not only measured but also understood, 
shared, and scaled up—helping countries accelerate toward a water-secure future.

* This story was prepared by UNSD from contributions and input from UN-Water.

Link: (Provided by UN Water)

• SDG 6 Country Acceleration Case Studies

G
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https://www.unwater.org/publications/country-acceleration-case-studies
https://www.unwater.org/publications/country-acceleration-case-studies


From No Data to Global Leadership: Sierra Leone’s Water Quality 
Transformation (Sierra Leone)

In 2017, Sierra Leone faced a critical gap: without monitoring capacity, the country could 
not report on SDG Indicator 6.3.2 for freshwater quality. This left drinking water, 
agriculture, industry, and ecosystems vulnerable, with little information to guide action.

By 2025, the picture has changed dramatically. With eight years of support from UNEP’s 
GEMS/Water Programme and the World Water Quality Alliance, the newly established 
National Water Resources Management Agency (NWRMA) has launched a national 
water quality monitoring programme. It is now recognized as a global pioneer for 
integrating citizen-generated data with official monitoring systems.

What began as university-level capacity development has expanded into a national 
system that empowers citizens. In 2021, NWRMA launched an innovative citizen science 
project, which today serves as a blueprint for six African countries. Communities now 
help monitor local rivers and contribute to national SDG reporting. In the Taia-Pampana
Basin, heavily impacted by artisanal mining, citizen scientists are using new methods to 
assess heavy metal pollution.

The impacts are multi-level: locally, communities engage in river basin management; 
nationally, monitoring is expanding across all basins; regionally, the SDG indicator is 
embedded in the Mano River Union Strategic Action Plan; and globally, both Sierra Leone 
and Zambia included citizen data in their 2023 SDG 6.3.2 submissions, with more African 
countries set to follow.

Sierra Leone’s journey shows how investment in capacity, innovation, and citizen 
participation can turn a monitoring gap into global leadership—helping to protect 
freshwater resources for people and nature.

Links: (Provided by UNEP)
• Policy Brief – The role of citizen science in improving ambient water quality 

• Technical Brief – The role of citizen science in improving ambient water quality 

• Scientific article - Empowering citizen scientists to improve water quality: from 
monitoring to action

• 2024 SDG Indicator Progress Report with Focus Box on citizen science: Progress 
on Ambient Water Quality

• 2024 SDG Indicator Progress Report Visual Summary 

G
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https://zenodo.org/records/12650972
https://zenodo.org/records/12650972
https://zenodo.org/records/12650972
https://zenodo.org/records/12650972
https://zenodo.org/records/12634359
https://zenodo.org/records/12634359
https://zenodo.org/records/12634359
https://zenodo.org/records/12634359
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/water/articles/10.3389/frwa.2024.1367198/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/water/articles/10.3389/frwa.2024.1367198/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/water/articles/10.3389/frwa.2024.1367198/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/water/articles/10.3389/frwa.2024.1367198/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/water/articles/10.3389/frwa.2024.1367198/full
https://www.unwater.org/publications/progress-ambient-water-quality-2024-update
https://www.unwater.org/publications/progress-ambient-water-quality-2024-update
https://www.unwater.org/publications/progress-ambient-water-quality-2024-update
https://www.unwater.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/SDG6_Visual_Summary_Indicator_Report_632_Progress-on-Ambient-Water-Quality_2024_EN.pdf
https://www.unwater.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/SDG6_Visual_Summary_Indicator_Report_632_Progress-on-Ambient-Water-Quality_2024_EN.pdf


Transboundary Cooperation through SDG 6: The Senegal-Mauritanian 
Aquifer Basin (the Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal)

SDG indicator 6.5.2, which tracks national data on shared rivers, lakes, and 
aquifers, can itself promote cooperation among countries. A notable example 
is the Senegal-Mauritanian Aquifer Basin (SMAB), shared by the Gambia, 
Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania, and Senegal. Covering the western Sahel region, 
the SMAB supports about 20 million people and provides vital water resources 
for both rural and urban areas, particularly under variable rainfall and climate 
change pressures.

The first 6.5.2 monitoring exercise in 2017 highlighted the need for regional 
cooperation, prompting the SMAB dialogue in 2019 and the creation of a 
regional working group in 2020. Following technical studies, the countries 
agreed on a shared Vision for the SMAB in December 2020, adopted a 
Ministerial Declaration in September 2021, and signed a Protocol on the SMAB 
Secretariat between OMVS and OMVG in 2023. By the third 6.5.2 reporting 
exercise in 2024, all SMAB countries reported the aquifer as fully covered by an 
operational arrangement.

In addition, three countries (the Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, and Senegal) have 
joined the UN Water Convention, with Mauritania expressing interest, 
strengthening the legal and institutional framework for transboundary water 
management. This cooperation demonstrates how SDG 6 indicators can 
catalyze regional collaboration, enhance shared governance, and accelerate 
progress toward sustainable water management.

Links: (Provided by UNECE)
• Progress on Transboundary Water Cooperation: 2024, 2021, 2018

• Progress on Transboundary Water Cooperation under the Water Convention: Third 
report on implementation of the Convention on the Protection and Use of 
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (2020-2023) , UNECE (2024)

• Interactive dialogue 4: Water for cooperation, UN 2023 Water Conference

• The United Nations global water conventions: Fostering sustainable development 
and peace. UN-Water, 2020
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https://unece.org/environment-policy/publications/progress-transboundary-water-cooperation-mid-term-status-sdg
https://unece.org/info/publications/pub/359183
https://unece.org/info/Environment-Policy/pub/21756
https://unece.org/environment/documents/2024/09/third-report-implementation-convention-protection-and-use
https://unece.org/environment/documents/2024/09/third-report-implementation-convention-protection-and-use
https://unece.org/environment/documents/2024/09/third-report-implementation-convention-protection-and-use
https://unece.org/environment/documents/2024/09/third-report-implementation-convention-protection-and-use
https://unece.org/environment/documents/2024/09/third-report-implementation-convention-protection-and-use
https://unece.org/environment/documents/2024/09/third-report-implementation-convention-protection-and-use
https://docs.un.org/en/A/CONF.240/2023/7
https://docs.un.org/en/A/CONF.240/2023/7
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-08/UN-Water_Policy_Brief_United_Nations_Global_Water_Conventions.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-08/UN-Water_Policy_Brief_United_Nations_Global_Water_Conventions.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-08/UN-Water_Policy_Brief_United_Nations_Global_Water_Conventions.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-08/UN-Water_Policy_Brief_United_Nations_Global_Water_Conventions.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-08/UN-Water_Policy_Brief_United_Nations_Global_Water_Conventions.pdf


Accelerating Action on Freshwater Ecosystem Protection (Argentina)

Argentina is stepping up efforts to protect its freshwater ecosystems, responding to 
growing pressures from deforestation, cattle grazing, urbanization, and climate change. 
At the heart of this work is SDG indicator 6.6.1, which tracks changes in permanent water 
bodies using Earth observation data curated by UNEP. These data are now central to 
Argentina’s national land-use and ecosystem management strategies.

The government invited provincial and national water managers to identify priority 
ecosystems in need of urgent action, fostering broad collaboration and institutional 
ownership. This participatory process led to detailed action plans in two critical basins:

• Esquel-Percy System (Chubut Province) – where 8% of permanent water bodies 
have been lost in the last 20 years.

• Marapa–San Francisco Basin (Catamarca & Tucumán) – facing mounting 
stress from land-use change and climate pressures.

Working groups of provincial authorities, national coordinators, and local stakeholders 
used UNEP-provided data to assess ecosystem health and craft actionable restoration 
plans.

Capacity building has also been key. Training sessions for government institutions, 
basin organizations, academia, and civil society strengthened understanding of 
ecosystem dynamics and the use of SDG 6.6.1 data in planning. This not only built 
technical expertise but also helped secure political commitment for long-term 
protection.

To ensure sustainability, the Futaleufú River Basin Committee is now leading 
coordination and follow-up on the Esquel-Percy plan, anchoring implementation locally.

G
oal 6

SDG indicator: 6.6.1

© Unsplash / Jens Peter Olesen
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Scaling Up Renewable Energy: Record Growth Supporting SDG 7 
Implementation (Global)*

The world witnessed record-breaking growth in renewable power in 2024. 
According to IRENA’s Renewable Capacity Statistics 2025, renewable 
power capacity increased by 585 gigawatts (GW) in a single year, 
bringing the global total to 4,448 GW. Renewables accounted for more 
than 90% of all new power additions worldwide, with solar and wind alone 
making up nearly all of the increase.

Despite this historic milestone, progress still falls short of the trajectory 
needed to triple renewable capacity by 2030 in line with global climate 
goals. To meet this target, annual growth will need to accelerate to 16.6% 
over the coming years. Regional disparities also remain stark: Asia, led by 
China, contributed almost two-thirds of the new capacity, while other 
regions such as Central America and the Caribbean saw minimal growth.

As UN Secretary-General António Guterres has emphasized, “Renewable 
energy is powering down the fossil fuel age. Renewables renew 
economies.” Beyond cutting emissions, the rapid expansion of renewables 
is creating millions of jobs, lowering energy costs, and improving air 
quality.

This record-setting year underscores both the remarkable progress 
achieved and the urgent need for faster, fairer action to ensure that all 
regions and communities can benefit from the clean energy transition.

* This story was prepared by UNSD from contributions and input from IRENA.

Links: (Provided by IRENA)

• Renewable Capacity Highlights

• Record-Breaking Annual Growth in Renewable Power Capacity

• Renewable capacity statistics 2025

SDG indicators: 7.a.1, 7.b.1

G
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© UNDP Bolivia

The SDG Report 2026: Success Stories  |   19

https://www.irena.org/-/media/Files/IRENA/Agency/Publication/2025/Mar/IRENA_DAT_RE_Capacity_Highlights_2025.pdf
https://www.irena.org/-/media/Files/IRENA/Agency/Publication/2025/Mar/IRENA_DAT_RE_Capacity_Highlights_2025.pdf
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2025/Mar/Record-Breaking-Annual-Growth-in-Renewable-Power-Capacity
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2025/Mar/Record-Breaking-Annual-Growth-in-Renewable-Power-Capacity
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2025/Mar/Record-Breaking-Annual-Growth-in-Renewable-Power-Capacity
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2025/Mar/Record-Breaking-Annual-Growth-in-Renewable-Power-Capacity
https://www.irena.org/Publications/2025/Mar/Renewable-capacity-statistics-2025
https://www.irena.org/Publications/2025/Mar/Renewable-capacity-statistics-2025


G
oal 8Energy Transition at Work: Millions of Jobs in Renewables (Global)*

The 2024 Renewable Energy and Jobs report by IRENA and ILO shows a strong surge in green 
employment—global renewable energy jobs rose from 13.7 million in 2022 to 16.2 million in 2023, an 
18% annual increase. 

Solar photovoltaic (PV) led the way: it employed over 7 million people globally, far more than any 
other technology. Liquid biofuels, hydropower, and wind also contributed large job numbers, while 
hydropower saw a small decline in direct employment. 

The report highlights that governments around the world are increasingly using industrial policies to 
localize supply chains—creating more domestic jobs in manufacturing and deployment. But it also 
warns of trade-offs: pursuing profit-driven paths may risk leaving environmental or social 
considerations behind. 

This leap in renewable jobs is not just about climate or energy—it is about decent work and 
economic opportunity (Goal 8), especially where clean energy deployment is strong. But disparities 
remain: some regions have few jobs despite high potential, and many nations still lack strong supply 
chains or regulatory frameworks to scale up inclusively. Balancing industrial strategy, worker skills, 
and sustainability will be crucial for the energy transition to deliver broadly.

* This story was prepared by UNSD from contributions and input from IRENA.

Link: (Provided by IRENA)

• Renewable energy and jobs: Annual review 2024

SDG indicators: 8.5.1, 7.1.2

G
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https://www.irena.org/Publications/2024/Oct/Renewable-energy-and-jobs-Annual-review-2024
https://www.irena.org/Publications/2024/Oct/Renewable-energy-and-jobs-Annual-review-2024


Connecting Armenia’s Villages: Rural Internet as a Driver of 
Opportunity (Armenia)

Affordable and open Internet access is not just about connectivity—it is about 
opportunity. In Armenia, while over 90% of rural residents have access to the 
Internet, only 73% actively use it. To close this gap, the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) has supported a rural networks pilot project that 
is transforming everyday life in remote communities.

With 18,000 meters of broadband network deployed across six villages, the project 
has combined infrastructure investment with community engagement and 
training. More than 200 local residents have already participated in workshops on 
digital literacy, safe Internet use, media awareness, and entrepreneurship.

The impact is visible. In newly connected villages, small businesses and farmers 
are using websites, social media, and e-commerce platforms to reach customers 
far beyond their local markets. Artisans can now sell to a global audience, while 
young entrepreneurs access online courses and webinars to sharpen their skills 
and expand their networks. For many, the Internet is not just a tool, but a gateway 
to economic growth, innovation, and social participation.

Arsen Aleksanyan, Administrative Manager of Lusoshogh Community, said the 
better Internet access and the skill-development courses will ease local 
employers’ struggle to find employees with basic computer skills, while enabling 
residents to start their own businesses.

This progress has been possible through strong partnerships among local 
government, international organizations, telecom providers, and civil society. 
Armenia’s experience shows how rural connectivity can drive inclusive growth and 
unlock new possibilities for sustainable development.

Links: (Provided by ITU)

• Rural networks pilot project in Armenia

• Driving rural connectivity in Armenia 

SDG indicators: 9.c.1, 17.8.1
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https://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/CDS/projects/display.asp?ProjectNo=2ARM23001
https://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/CDS/projects/display.asp?ProjectNo=2ARM23001
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/digital-impact-unlocked/driving-rural-connectivity-in-armenia/
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/digital-impact-unlocked/driving-rural-connectivity-in-armenia/


Tracking Remittances Better to Reduce Costs and Support Families 
(Global)

For millions of families in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), 
remittances are a lifeline, often covering food, education, and healthcare. 
Yet sending money home remains expensive and hard to track. In 2023, 
the RemitStat Working Group, coordinated by the World Bank under 
Global Knowledge Partnership on Migration and Development (KNOMAD)
and in partnership with the IMF, Eurostat, UN, OECD*, and major 
remittance-sending countries, took a closer look at these challenges.

A global survey confirmed what many suspected: remittance data are 
patchy, inconsistent, and often fail to meet international standards. This 
makes it difficult for governments to design policies that reduce costs 
and protect vulnerable households. Meanwhile, the global average cost 
of sending money abroad was still over 6% in 2023, more than double the 
3% target set by the SDGs and G20—with sub-Saharan Africa facing the 
highest costs.

The Working Group is responding by creating a roadmap to improve how 
countries collect, compile, and analyze remittance flows. Its research 
highlights key issues, from the huge volumes of money moving through 
unregulated channels to the need for more timely, high-frequency data. 
The aim is to help policymakers design smarter regulations and bring 
down costs, while also making remittance systems more transparent and 
secure.

By focusing on better data, the initiative is laying the groundwork for 
fairer, faster, and more affordable remittance systems—ensuring that 
more of every dollar sent abroad reaches the families who depend on it.

Link: (Provided by the World Bank Group)

• Improving data on remittances: REMITSTAT 

SDG indicators: 10.c.1, 17.3.2
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© World Bank Group
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*International Monetary Fund (IMF), European Statistical Office (Eurostat), United
Nations (UN), Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/peoplemove/improving-data-on-remittances--remitstat
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/peoplemove/improving-data-on-remittances--remitstat


Advancing the SDGs: The Role of Urban Policy Implementation in 
Sustainable Development (Global)

Links: (Provided by UN-Habitat)

• Jordan endorses Its first "Urban Policy", developed by UN-Habitat and Local 

Administration Ministry

• Empowering Lives: Paraguay’s Housing Revolution

• Niger State-Nigeria, Urban Policy | From National Urban Policy to Access Clean water: 

A story of Resilience and Hope

SDG indicator: 11.a.1

G
oal 11

Urbanization is reshaping societies worldwide, demanding 
coordinated action across government levels. National Urban 
Policies (NUPs) help align urban growth with the SDGs and the New 
Urban Agenda by guiding planning, investment, and service 
delivery. Adopted in 2019 as SDG indicator 11.a.1, NUPs now provide 
a benchmark for linking cities, peri-urban, and rural areas through 
balanced territorial development.

By 2024, UN-Habitat had supported more than 64 countries in 
formulating, implementing, and monitoring NUPs. Their impacts 
are visible: in Niger State, Nigeria, rehabilitated water schemes now 
serve over 250,000 people, while smart-meter boreholes secure 
clean water and reliable energy In Comoros, a post-Cyclone 
Kenneth NUP guides recovery and strengthens resilience to future 
disasters. Paraguay’s 2024 housing and habitat policy, developed 
with broad consultations, embeds housing as a right and supports 
delivery of 17,000 units.

The 2024 Global State of NUPs report shows that 76% of surveyed 
countries have monitoring frameworks; over half report tangible 
results, from innovative housing in Ecuador to strengthened urban 
institutions in Malawi and Morocco.

Well-designed, financed, and monitored NUPs turn plans into 
impact—making cities more inclusive, resilient, and sustainable 
while advancing multiple SDGs beyond Goal 11.

© UN-Habitat
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https://jordan.un.org/en/263374-jordan-endorses-its-first-urban-policy-developed-un-habitat-and-local-administration
https://jordan.un.org/en/263374-jordan-endorses-its-first-urban-policy-developed-un-habitat-and-local-administration
https://jordan.un.org/en/263374-jordan-endorses-its-first-urban-policy-developed-un-habitat-and-local-administration
https://jordan.un.org/en/263374-jordan-endorses-its-first-urban-policy-developed-un-habitat-and-local-administration
https://jordan.un.org/en/263374-jordan-endorses-its-first-urban-policy-developed-un-habitat-and-local-administration
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/empowering-lives-paraguays-housing-revolution/
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/empowering-lives-paraguays-housing-revolution/
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/a-story-of-resilience-and-hope
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/a-story-of-resilience-and-hope
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/a-story-of-resilience-and-hope
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/a-story-of-resilience-and-hope
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/a-story-of-resilience-and-hope
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/a-story-of-resilience-and-hope


Strengthening E-Waste Data and Management for Sustainable 
Production and Consumption (Belarus)

Since 2020, Belarus has made major strides in monitoring and managing electronic 
waste (e-waste), supported by United Nations training and methodological 
guidance. Reliable e-waste data are vital for policymaking, sustainability tracking, 
and advancing SDG 12 on responsible consumption and production.

With assistance from the United Nations University (UNU) and United Nations 
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), Belarus joined the Regional E-waste 
Monitor for the CIS + Georgia, compiling its first national indicators on electronic 
equipment and e-waste generation. It was recognized as a regional leader in 
environmentally sound e-waste management, achieving 3.1 kg per capita in 2020 
and raising its collection rate to 28% by 2022.

Belarus’ National Statistical Committee (Belstat) institutionalized this progress in 
2022 by approving an official e-waste statistics methodology aligned with 
UNU/UNITAR global guidelines. The system standardizes definitions, trade code 
correlations, and classifications using the UNU-KEYs framework.

Complementing these data advances, Belarus has adopted extended producer 
responsibility policies, national collection targets, and treatment standards, while 
adhering to key international conventions on hazardous waste and chemicals, 
including the Basel, Rotterdam, Stockholm, and Minamata Conventions.

By embedding international standards into national practice, Belarus is 
strengthening its capacity to track SDG indicators 12.4.2 and 12.5.1 on e-waste 
generation, collection, and recycling—setting a regional example of how data-
driven policies can promote sustainable production and consumption.

Links: (Provided by UNEP)
• Regional E-waste Monitor for the CIS + Georgia (2021)

• Resolution for E-Waste Methodology

• Methodology for calculating Statistical Indicators characterizing the 

Generation of Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment SDG indicators: 12.4.2, 12.5.1

G
oal 12

© UNEP | Link
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https://ewastemonitor.info/regional-e-waste-monitor-cisgeorgia-2021
https://ewastemonitor.info/regional-e-waste-monitor-cisgeorgia-2021
https://ewastemonitor.info/regional-e-waste-monitor-cisgeorgia-2021
https://ewastemonitor.info/regional-e-waste-monitor-cisgeorgia-2021
https://ewastemonitor.info/regional-e-waste-monitor-cisgeorgia-2021
https://www.belstat.gov.by/upload-belstat/upload-belstat-word/Methodology/pr_m5_invir_01_06_2022.doc
https://www.belstat.gov.by/upload-belstat/upload-belstat-word/Methodology/pr_m5_invir_01_06_2022.doc
https://www.belstat.gov.by/upload-belstat/upload-belstat-word/Methodology/pr_m5_invir_01_06_2022.doc
https://www.belstat.gov.by/upload-belstat/upload-belstat-word/Methodology/pr_m5_invir_01_06_2022.doc
https://www.belstat.gov.by/upload-belstat/upload-belstat-word/Methodology/m5_invir_01_06_2022.doc
https://www.belstat.gov.by/upload-belstat/upload-belstat-word/Methodology/m5_invir_01_06_2022.doc
https://www.belstat.gov.by/upload-belstat/upload-belstat-word/Methodology/m5_invir_01_06_2022.doc
https://www.belstat.gov.by/upload-belstat/upload-belstat-pdf/oficial_statistika/infografika_othody-241129-en.pdf
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Building Resilience Through Early Warning Systems (Mozambique)

Mozambique, long vulnerable to floods and cyclones, suffered devastating losses 
in the 2015 Mocuba floods, which claimed 64 lives with no warning. Since then, 
and especially after Cyclone Idai in 2019, the country has transformed its 
approach to disaster resilience. Supported by the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO), the World Bank, and the Climate Risk Early Warning Systems 
(CREWS) initiative, Mozambique has invested heavily in data systems, technology, 
and community preparedness.

The national meteorological network has expanded by over 50%, adding or 
modernizing 51 stations since 2022 and launching its first weather radar in 2023. 
The “one district, one meteorological station” policy aims for nationwide 
coverage by 2030, enabling localized forecasts for all communities.

Crucially, nearly 1,500 local disaster risk committees—comprising over 20,000 
trained volunteers—now operate community-based early warning systems. 
Using SMS, radio alerts, and flag signals, they ensure forecasts reach even remote 
and vulnerable populations, turning warnings into lifesaving action.

The results are evident. When Cyclone Freddy struck in 2023, communities like 
Mocuba safely evacuated. “This time, we didn’t have to fear for our lives,” said 
resident Julieta Jorge Chale, recalling the difference from 2015.

Mozambique’s integrated model—linking advanced meteorology with grassroots 
engagement—illustrates tangible progress toward SDG 13 (Climate Action) and 
SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), protecting lives, infrastructure, and 
livelihoods through data-driven resilience.

Links: (Provided by WMO)

• Mozambique’s life-saving Early Warning Systems

• Mozambique takes strides towards Early Warnings for All

SDG indicator: 13.1.3, also related to Goal 11

(Video)     © WMO
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https://wmo.int/site/science-action/weather-forecasts-and-early-warnings/mozambiques-life-saving-early-warning-systems
https://wmo.int/site/science-action/weather-forecasts-and-early-warnings/mozambiques-life-saving-early-warning-systems
https://wmo.int/site/science-action/weather-forecasts-and-early-warnings/mozambiques-life-saving-early-warning-systems
https://wmo.int/site/science-action/weather-forecasts-and-early-warnings/mozambiques-life-saving-early-warning-systems
https://wmo.int/media/news/mozambique-takes-strides-towards-early-warnings-all
https://wmo.int/media/news/mozambique-takes-strides-towards-early-warnings-all
https://youtu.be/Xm7nhKZnyVQ?si=eFA711790CUGMN11
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Building Capacity to Monitor and Respond to Ocean Acidification (Global)

Ocean acidification (OA), a direct result of climate change, threatens marine ecosystems and 
coastal livelihoods. SDG Target 14.3 calls for minimizing its impacts, with Indicator 14.3.1 
measuring average marine acidity (pH) at agreed stations. As custodian agency, the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (UNESCO-IOC) has led global 
efforts to expand monitoring, build national capacity, and foster scientific cooperation.

Since 2018, UNESCO-IOC has advanced capacity development through online training via the 
Ocean Teacher Global Academy (OTGA) and hands-on instruction developed with the Global 
Ocean Acidification Observing Network (GOA-ON) using the “GOA-ON in a Box” kit. Training 
across the Pacific Islands, South America, and Africa has enabled many countries to start OA 
monitoring for the first time.

By 2025, 44 countries reported data to SDG 14.3.1—up from just 8 in 2019. Among countries 
receiving both training and equipment, 43% have contributed data, including Fiji, Argentina, 
Colombia, Mauritius, Mozambique, and South Africa—together accounting for 45% of global 
submissions.

Regional leadership is also growing. Fiji established the Pacific Islands & Territories Ocean 
Acidification Center and joined the Pacific GOA-ON Hub, publishing a policy brief to raise 
awareness and advocate for continued observation. In Africa, the GOA-ON OA Africa Hub, 
supported by UNESCO-IOC and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), developed a 
regional policy brief promoting localized responses, with three African countries now regularly 
reporting OA data.

Through training, equipment provision, and regional coordination, UNESCO-IOC’s initiatives 
are advancing SDG 14, enabling countries to better monitor, understand, and mitigate ocean 
acidification while protecting marine ecosystems and coastal communities.Links: (Provided by UNESCO-IOC)

• The GOA-ON in a Box

• PI-TOA Policy Brief
SDG indicator: 14.3.1

© Grant Thomas / Ocean Image Bank
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https://goa-on.org/resources/kits.php
https://goa-on.org/resources/kits.php
https://goa-on.org/resources/kits.php
https://goa-on.org/resources/kits.php
https://goa-on.org/resources/kits.php
https://www.goa-on.org/regional_hubs/pitoa/about/documents/PITOA-Brief-2025-05.pdf
https://www.goa-on.org/regional_hubs/pitoa/about/documents/PITOA-Brief-2025-05.pdf
https://www.goa-on.org/regional_hubs/pitoa/about/documents/PITOA-Brief-2025-05.pdf
https://www.goa-on.org/regional_hubs/pitoa/about/documents/PITOA-Brief-2025-05.pdf
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World Ocean Assessment (Global)

The Third World Ocean Assessment (WOA III) was released on 8 June 2026, World Oceans 
Day, offering the latest insights into ocean health and providing a vital evidence base for 
better decision-making toward a sustainable future. Reflecting the collective work of 
approximately 600 experts from 86 countries, it is the only global integrated assessment of 
the marine environment, exploring the environmental, economic, and social dimensions of 
the ocean. It supports policymakers, managers, educators, and students with a shared 
foundation for dialogue, learning, and decision-making, and examines the ocean’s vital role 
in connecting people, cultures, and economies worldwide.

Building on its predecessors, WOA III provides updated, comprehensive information on the 
state of the ocean across regions, while introducing innovative features such as forward-
looking sustainability pathways, cross-cutting themes on gender and equity, and the 
inclusion of Indigenous, traditional owner, and local community knowledge. 

The Assessment finds that the ocean continues to face severe and accelerating human-
caused pressures from the surface to the deep sea, driven by climate change, pollution, and 
increased human activity. These pressures are often cumulative, driving widespread 
biodiversity loss and undermining the ecosystems that support fisheries, coastal protection, 
and human health, making WOA III a critical reference for progress on SDG 14.

Link: (Provided UN DOALOS)

• Third World Ocean Assessment 

Related to Goal 14
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https://www.un.org/regularprocess/woa3
https://www.un.org/regularprocess/woa3
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UNDP Global Policy Centre for Governance Compiled 16 Examples to 
Inspire Action on SDG 16 (Global)*

In 2024, UNDP launched Making Progress on SDG 16: Unlocking the Power of Example, a landmark report 
demonstrating how progress toward peace, justice, and inclusion is both possible and measurable. At a 
time when governance systems are under strain and global insecurity is rising, the report highlights 16 
countries that, with UNDP support, are pioneering solutions to strengthen institutions and empower people.

In Ukraine, the Diia platform enabled 21 million citizens to access more than 40 e-services during wartime, 
ensuring displaced families and veterans could receive vital assistance. In South Sudan, community 
dialogues reduced violent clashes over resources, allowing families to return to their farms and children 
to school. In Fiji, risk-informed governance brought resilient infrastructure—such as a flood-proof bridge—
that benefits more than 14,000 rural residents. Malawi’s national ID programme registered 99% of adults, 
securing fairer elections and access to social services.

Other innovations include Liberia’s corruption-reporting app, women mediators in the Philippines 
resolving electoral disputes, citizen-driven feedback on public services in Ghana, and inclusive 
environmental decision-making in Peru’s Amazon.

Across these diverse contexts, UNDP provided technical expertise, funding, and partnerships to translate 
commitments into impact. Whether through digital tools, climate-responsive governance, or grassroots 
peacebuilding, the common thread is resilience and inclusion.

The report’s message is clear: SDG 16 is not abstract. With the right partnerships and persistence, 
countries are building institutions that deliver peace, justice, and opportunity—proof that progress is 
achievable and essential for the 2030 Agenda.

* This story was prepared by UNSD from contributions and input from UNDP.

Link: (Provided by the UNDP)

• Making Progress on SDG 16: Unlocking the Power of Example 
Related to Goal 16

The SDG Report 2026: Success Stories  |   28

https://www.undp.org/pt/angola/publications/making-progress-sdg-16-unlocking-power-example
https://www.undp.org/pt/angola/publications/making-progress-sdg-16-unlocking-power-example
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Now Measuring the Hidden and Illicit (Global)

Illicit financial flows (IFFs) undermine sustainable development by draining 
resources needed for investment in the SDGs. Recognizing this threat, Target 
16.4 of the 2030 Agenda calls for a substantial reduction in IFFs. To address 
the absence of common definitions and methods, UNCTAD and UNODC*—
co-custodians of SDG indicator 16.4.1—established a global Task Force that 
produced the Conceptual Framework for the Statistical Measurement of IFFs, 
endorsed in 2020 and adopted by the UN Statistical Commission in 2022.

With support from UN Regional Commissions, the two agencies have since 
worked with 22 countries to generate the first official estimates of IFFs, using 
customs, tax, banking, and law enforcement datasets. The findings are 
striking: on the Balkan route, trafficking of opiates and methamphetamine 
generated between US$3.4–6.9 billion annually (2019–2022), while tax and 
trade-related IFFs were estimated at 5–30% of official goods trade value. 
Country pilots confirm the scale of the challenge: in Namibia, trade-related 
IFFs exceeded 8% of GDP in 2022; in Zambia, risks were most acute in 
mineral exports; and in Ghana, IFFs were detected in both raw mineral 
exports and processed imports.

These pilots demonstrate both the urgency of action and the need to 
strengthen digital and statistical capacities. More than 40 countries have 
now requested training and tools, while the UN General Assembly 
(A/RES/79/234) welcomed the first official IFF estimates and called for 
expanded technical support. Redirecting even part of these hidden flows 
into the formal economy would unlock vital resources for financing 
sustainable development.

Links: (Provided by UNCTAD)
• Crime-related illicit financial flows: latest progress  

• Opiates and Methamphetamine Trafficking on the Balkan Route: Drug Flows, Illicit 
Incomes and Illicit Financial Flows 

• Report from the Joint Measurement and Policy Workshop on IFFs, 2025

• Promotion of international cooperation to combat illicit financial flows and strengthen 
good practices on assets return to foster sustainable development

SDG indicator: 16.4.1

© Unsplash / Jason Leung 

The SDG Report 2026: Success Stories  |   29
*UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and United Nations Office on Drugs 
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https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/IFF/2023/IFFs_Estimates_Report_2023-final-11dec2023.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/IFF/2023/IFFs_Estimates_Report_2023-final-11dec2023.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/IFF/2023/IFFs_Estimates_Report_2023-final-11dec2023.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/IFF/2023/IFFs_Estimates_Report_2023-final-11dec2023.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/IFF/2025/Balkan_Route.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/IFF/2025/Balkan_Route.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/IFF/2025/Balkan_Route.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/20250203-07_measurementpolicyworkshop_finalreport.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/20250203-07_measurementpolicyworkshop_finalreport.pdf
https://docs.un.org/en/A/res/79/234
https://docs.un.org/en/A/res/79/234
https://docs.un.org/en/A/res/79/234
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Enhancing Budget Reliability Across Income Groups (Global)

Over the past decade, countries at all income levels have made progress in improving the 
reliability of their budgets—an essential step toward effective and transparent institutions 
under SDG 16.6.1*. Low-income countries once struggled with large gaps between planned 
and executed budgets, exceeding 15% in three of nine years, and reaching 22.4% during the 
pandemic in 2020. Lower-middle-income countries faced similar strains, peaking at 18.5% in 
2021. In contrast, upper-middle-income countries generally kept deviations within 7–12%.

Yet the tide has begun to turn. By 2022 and 2023, many governments, including lower-
income ones, had significantly reduced budget deviations. This marks an important 
milestone: even under the pressure of COVID-19, countries strengthened financial 
management and accountability.

Reliable budgets are more than numbers on a page. They ensure fiscal discipline, better 
allocation of scarce resources, and delivery of essential services—from health and education 
to infrastructure. The improvements seen in recent years show that countries are building 
stronger, more transparent institutions, demonstrating that progress toward SDG 16 is both 
possible and measurable.

SDG indicator: 16.6.1

Link: (Provided by the World Bank Group)
• World Bank Annual Report 2024 : A Better Bank for a Better World
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*SDG 16.6.1 Primary government expenditures as a proportion of original approved 
budget, by sector (or by budget codes or similar)

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099101824180532047/bosib13bdde89d07f1b3711dd8e86adb477
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099101824180532047/bosib13bdde89d07f1b3711dd8e86adb477
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Unlocking Change: How Access to Information Drives Accountability 
and Action (Kenya, Uganda, Chile, Brazil)

Access to information (ATI) laws have proven to be powerful tools for accountability and better 
governance, directly advancing SDG target 16.10. 

In Kenya, the Public Procurement Information Portal was revamped in 2021 with Open 
Contracting Data Standards, enabling citizens to access and analyze government contracts—
boosting transparency in public finance. 

In Uganda, an ATI request in 2012 uncovered undisclosed malaria drug supplies in Masaka 
District, leading to improved access to lifesaving medication. 

In Chile, civil society used ATI to collect housing data from 345 municipalities, building a 
national inventory that shaped better housing policies.

In Brazil, investigative journalists revealed misuse of government aircraft that delayed organ 
transport; advocacy led to a presidential decree ensuring standby flights for transplants, saving 
hundreds of lives.

From procurement oversight to health, housing, and lifesaving medical services, these cases 
show how ATI empowers citizens, civil society, and journalists to demand accountability and 
drive meaningful reforms. By making governments more transparent, ATI laws are helping build 
more open, responsive, and inclusive institutions.

SDG indicator: 16.10.2

Links: (Provided by UNESCO)

• Uganda, Kenya, Chile, Brazil
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https://bit.ly/4cRoNQI
https://bit.ly/4cRoNQI
https://bit.ly/3HZn6SK
https://www.consejotransparencia.cl/wp-content/uploads/estudios/2019/01/derecho-llave_actualizado-2018.pdf
https://www.unesco.org/en/node/132074


Making South-South Cooperation Count: South-South Data for 
Development (Global)

For decades, South-South cooperation was the only form of international support without systematic 
data, limiting its visibility and impact. This changed in 2022 when the UN Statistical Commission 
endorsed SDG Indicator 17.3.1 and welcomed the first Conceptual Framework to Measure South-South 
Cooperation, developed by countries of the global South. With India chairing and leadership from 
Brazil, Mexico, China, and Colombia, the framework marked a breakthrough—by the South, for the 
South. UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD) was invited to serve as Secretariat for reporting.

Since then, momentum has grown. Expert meetings in Brasilia (2023) and Doha (2024) brought 
together over 80 developing economies. The UN General Assembly endorsed the framework and 
called for stronger capacity-building. By early 2025, four countries had shared data, eleven were pilot 
testing, and over 60 requested training. UNCTAD and partners also released a Manual to guide 
countries in mapping contributions.

Early evidence highlights that non-financial support—such as technical cooperation, humanitarian 
aid, and scholarships—is central to South-South cooperation, with direct links to SDGs on health, 
education, peace, and food security. By making these contributions visible through data, the global 
South is strengthening its collective voice, sharing innovations, and accelerating progress toward the 
2030 Agenda.

Links: (Provided by UNCTAD)

• Quantifying South-South cooperation for the Sustainable Development Goals 

• Operational activities for development: South-South cooperation for development

• Manual for the framework to measure South–South cooperation

SDG indicator: 17.3.1
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https://unctad.org/project/quantifying-south-south-cooperation-sustainable-development-goals
https://unctad.org/project/quantifying-south-south-cooperation-sustainable-development-goals
https://unctad.org/project/quantifying-south-south-cooperation-sustainable-development-goals
https://unctad.org/project/quantifying-south-south-cooperation-sustainable-development-goals
https://docs.un.org/en/a/res/79/236
https://docs.un.org/en/a/res/79/236
https://docs.un.org/en/a/res/79/236
https://docs.un.org/en/a/res/79/236
https://unctad.org/publication/manual-framework-measure-south-south-cooperation
https://unctad.org/publication/manual-framework-measure-south-south-cooperation
https://unctad.org/publication/manual-framework-measure-south-south-cooperation
https://unctad.org/publication/manual-framework-measure-south-south-cooperation


The Case of Ethiopia’s Telecommunications Sector (Ethiopia)

Ethiopia’s decision to liberalize its telecommunications sector in 2018 set the stage for one of the 
country’s most transformative investments. In 2021, the government awarded a new license to the 
Global Partnership for Ethiopia—a consortium of investors from Kenya, Japan, South Africa, and 
the United Kingdom—operating as Safaricom Ethiopia. The consortium pledged $8 billion through 
2030 to expand infrastructure and achieve near-universal high-speed mobile coverage.

Behind this deal was a story of partnership and risk-sharing (SDG 17.5.1). Early equity investment 
from British International Investment helped de-risk the venture, while Japan’s Sumitomo 
Corporation secured long-term risk insurance through African Trade and Investment 
Development Insurance (ATIDI) with support from Nippon Export and Investment Insurance. 
Additional backing from the International Finance Corporation (IFC) and Multilateral Investment 
Guarantee Agency (MIGA) in 2023 further bolstered confidence in the newly liberalized market.

The results have been swift and tangible. Since launching services in 2022, Safaricom Ethiopia has 
reduced mobile data costs by up to 70%, extended 4G coverage nationwide and connected more 
than 4.4 million users. In 2023, the rollout of M-PESA, a mobile phone-based money transfer and 
financial service, brought access to digital payments and banking to over 5.8 million people—
many for the first time—boosting financial inclusion and economic empowerment.

Link: (Provided by UNCTAD)

• Derisking investment for the SDGs: The role of political risk insurance 

SDG indicator: 17.5.1
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https://unctad.org/publication/derisking-investment-sdgs-role-political-risk-insurance
https://unctad.org/publication/derisking-investment-sdgs-role-political-risk-insurance


Coordinated, Measurable, National: Uganda’s Model for SDG 
Implementation (Uganda)

Uganda’s Third National Development Plan (NDP III) marked a turning point in 
the country’s development journey. Instead of traditional sectoral planning, the 
plan identified national “SDG accelerators” and embedded them into 18 
integrated program areas—aligning national priorities directly with the SDGs. 
This shift ushered in a more coordinated, outcomes-focused approach to 
development.

Central to NDP III are data. For the first time, district-level disaggregated 
statistics were systematically introduced, allowing progress to be tracked 
locally and gaps to be identified early. Local statisticians received training, 
mobile tools improved data collection, and cloud-based platforms ensured 
information was accessible in real time. Annual certificates of budget 
compliance now link national budgets directly to development priorities—tying 
resources to results.

Development partners have increasingly aligned their support with Uganda’s 
frameworks (SDG 17.15.1). Between 2018 and 2023–2026, the share of 
interventions using country-owned tools rose from 56% to 65%, and 92% of new 
project outcomes now reflect national priorities. Yet, challenges remain: fewer 
than half of partner indicators are fully integrated into government systems.

Uganda’s NDP III shows how data, coordination, and accountability can drive 
transformation. Building on this progress, the country has launched its Fourth 
National Development Plan (2025/26–2029/30), carrying forward the vision of 
nationally owned, SDG-aligned development.

Links: (Provided by UNDP)

• Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation Monitoring 
(2023-2026) ; Insights from first 11 countries; Country Results Brief –
Uganda

• Government of Uganda – National Planning Authority; Third National 
Development Plan (NDP III) 2020/21–2024/25 

• Global Partnership Monitoring 2023-2026: Second Periodic Results Brief
SDG indicator: 17.15.1
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© UNDP Uganda
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https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/system/files/2025-02/GPEDC%20monitoring-insights%20from%2011%20countries_.pdf
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/system/files/2025-01/Uganda_CRB_January%202025.pdf
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/system/files/2025-01/Uganda_CRB_January%202025.pdf
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/system/files/2025-01/Uganda_CRB_January%202025.pdf
https://www.npa.go.ug/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NDPIII-Finale_Compressed.pdf
https://www.npa.go.ug/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NDPIII-Finale_Compressed.pdf
https://www.npa.go.ug/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NDPIII-Finale_Compressed.pdf
https://www.npa.go.ug/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NDPIII-Finale_Compressed.pdf
https://www.npa.go.ug/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NDPIII-Finale_Compressed.pdf
https://www.npa.go.ug/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NDPIII-Finale_Compressed.pdf
https://www.npa.go.ug/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NDPIII-Finale_Compressed.pdf
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/resources/global-partnership-monitoring-2023-2026-second-periodic-results-brief
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/resources/global-partnership-monitoring-2023-2026-second-periodic-results-brief
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/resources/global-partnership-monitoring-2023-2026-second-periodic-results-brief
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/resources/global-partnership-monitoring-2023-2026-second-periodic-results-brief


Inclusive Planning, Shared Accountability: The Philippines’ Path to SDG 
Partnership Effectiveness (Philippines)

Since the 2018 Global Partnership monitoring round, the Philippines has made 
steady progress in strengthening development effectiveness (SDG 17.16.1). By 
2023–2026, the country improved both the quality of its national development 
strategy and the enabling environment for civil society, particularly in dialogue 
and legal frameworks. It also maintains a strong mutual accountability 
mechanism and meets international standards for tracking and reporting on 
gender equality allocations.

A hallmark of this progress is the Philippine Development Plan (PDP 2023–2028), 
created through extensive consultations with civil society, the private sector, 
academia, and development partners. Each chapter went through multiple 
rounds of dialogue, ensuring that local perspectives shaped the final text. This 
participatory process has given citizens a voice in national development 
planning and created a sense of ownership over the country’s future.

The PDP also includes a comprehensive monitoring and evaluation framework, 
requiring all agencies and stakeholders to report progress annually. Civil 
society organizations act as third-party monitors, bringing community-level 
data into national reporting and holding institutions accountable.

By embedding participation, accountability, and inclusiveness into planning 
and monitoring, the Philippines is demonstrating how effective, people-
centered strategies can accelerate progress toward the SDGs.

Links: (Provided by UNDP)

• Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation Monitoring (2023-
2026); Insights from first 11 countries; Country Results Brief – the Philippines

• Government of the Philippines – National Economic Development Authority 
(NEDA) ; Philippines Development Plan (PDP) 2023-2028 

• Global Partnership Monitoring 2023-2026: Second Periodic Results Brief
SDG indicator: 17.16.1
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https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/midtermmonitoringinsights
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/system/files/2025-02/GPEDC%20monitoring-insights%20from%2011%20countries_.pdf
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/Philippines-Monitoring-Results-2023-2026
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/Philippines-Monitoring-Results-2023-2026
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/Philippines-Monitoring-Results-2023-2026
https://pdp.depdev.gov.ph/philippine-development-plan-2023-2028
https://pdp.depdev.gov.ph/philippine-development-plan-2023-2028
https://pdp.depdev.gov.ph/philippine-development-plan-2023-2028
https://pdp.depdev.gov.ph/philippine-development-plan-2023-2028
https://pdp.depdev.gov.ph/philippine-development-plan-2023-2028
https://pdp.depdev.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Philippine-Development-Plan-2023-2028.pdf
https://pdp.depdev.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Philippine-Development-Plan-2023-2028.pdf
https://pdp.depdev.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Philippine-Development-Plan-2023-2028.pdf
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/resources/global-partnership-monitoring-2023-2026-second-periodic-results-brief
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/resources/global-partnership-monitoring-2023-2026-second-periodic-results-brief
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/resources/global-partnership-monitoring-2023-2026-second-periodic-results-brief
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/resources/global-partnership-monitoring-2023-2026-second-periodic-results-brief


Building a Foundation for Long-Term Openness (Chile)

Since 2017, Chile has nearly doubled its Open Data Inventory (ODIN) coverage score (SDG 
17.18.1), reflecting broad improvements across social, economic, and environmental data. 
This balanced progress stems mainly from notable advances in economic data availability, 
showing a strong whole-of-government approach.

In 2021–2022, Chile took proactive steps to expand data coverage and openness, including 
participating in open data workshops and receiving technical support from the Inter-
American Development Bank and Open Data Watch (ODW). The National Institute of 
Statistics (INE) enhanced data access by publishing its own datasets, linking to other 
producers’ data, and using machine-readable, open formats—boosting both coverage and 
openness in the ODIN Index.

Chile first launched its National Open Data Portal in 2011, but a major 2023 upgrade greatly 
expanded its functionality and user experience. The new version aligns with the National 
Public Integrity Strategy (ENIP) introduced the same year, which promotes transparency, 
ethical governance, and anti-corruption through 210 measures. The Sixth Open Government 
Action Plan (2023–2027) further supports these goals by committing to broaden public 
procurement datasets, improve statistical report accessibility, and promote data 
storytelling platforms such as Transparenta Datos.

In the past year, INE has integrated data from other government entities, providing essential 
metadata on methodology, quality, and documentation. It also strengthened coordination 
among producers through specialized websites on gender and labor statistics.

Chile’s sustained momentum demonstrates the value of combining centralized systems, 
participatory design, and clear standards—offering a practical model for countries seeking 
long-term, systemic progress in data openness and statistical development.

Link: (Provided by ODW)

• Open Data Watch. 2025. A Decade of Progress: Advancing 
Open and Inclusive Official Statistics Biennial Report

SDG indicator: 17.18.1
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https://opendatawatch.com/blog/odin-2024-25-a-decade-of-progress-with-new-risks-ahead/
https://opendatawatch.com/blog/odin-2024-25-a-decade-of-progress-with-new-risks-ahead/
https://opendatawatch.com/blog/odin-2024-25-a-decade-of-progress-with-new-risks-ahead/
https://opendatawatch.com/blog/odin-2024-25-a-decade-of-progress-with-new-risks-ahead/
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