Target number:  12.4 and 12.5

Indicators: 
SDG 12.4.2 Hazardous waste generated per capita and proportion of hazardous waste treated, by type of treatment – UNEP and UNSD
SDG 12.5.1 National recycling rate, tons of material recycled – UNEP and UNSD

Background

Process for developing the methodology:
For SDG 12.4.2 and 12.5.1, UN Environment and United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), consulted with many partners to develop these methodologies, including the International Solid Waste Association, the Basel, Rotterdam, Stockholm Convention Secretariat, United Nations University and UN-Habitat.  The process for developing the methodology involved a broad literature review to understand the existing monitoring approaches, definitions and global data collection efforts for measuring hazardous waste and recycling. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Through the development of the methodology two expert groups were conducted to ensure a broader user consultation and to work to build a common understanding of the definitions of hazardous waste and recycling generation and treatment.  The first expert group meeting was conducted in Geneva in January 2018 and the second in Sarajevo in February 2019. Full information on these expert group consultations can be found at: https://uneplive.unep.org/egm/waste and https://uneplive.unep.org/egm/bosniawasteindicators. These meetings focused on SDG 11.6.1, 12.4.2 and 12.5.1. However, during the meeting in February 2019, the group discussed the need to ensure alignment between the SDG indicator 12.3.1(a) on food waste and the indicator on municipal solid waste (11.6.1) and recycling (12.5.1). Additionally, an effort has been made to describe the interlinkages between all waste related SDGs: 11.6.1, 12.3.1(a), 12.4.2 and 12.5.1 in the methodology. Opportunities to use the UNSD/UNEP Questionnaire on Environment Statistics for all the indicators is being explored. 

The methodology for 12.4.1 and 12.5.1 are built on existing standards which have been further expanded through consultation with experts. 

The proposal aims to:
1) Align with the definitions which are being used at the global level by the UNEP/UNSD Questionnaire on Environment Statistics and the definitions in the Basel Convention which is a multilateral environment agreement entered into force by some 187 countries.
2) Align with the methodologies presented in the other SDG waste-related indicators (primarily, 11.6.1 and 12.3.1(a)). All work on the indicators has been done jointly with UN-Habitat.
3) Leverage existing data collection from the UNSD/UNEP Questionnaire on Environment Statistics.
4) Bring into focus key waste-related issues, such as e-waste. This has been achieved through strengthening the partnership with United Nations University in the development of the methodology.
5) Provide a step-by-step guide to progressively monitoring, including level 1: what we can monitor globally; level 2: national level monitoring of core indicators (primarily through the UNSD/UNEP Questionnaire on Environment Statistics); level 3: national indicators which are recommended for countries when relevant (not collected for the SDGs). NOTE: This document is currently still being drafted. The methodological approach is not expected to change, but it is planned to add 11.6.1 and 12.3.1a to the document in order to have a single document which captures all the waste indicators. (UN-Habitat will be adding the section on 11.6.1.)

International expert groups and linkages with existing global groups:
Waste statistics is already covered by a number of existing initiatives and thus the work on these SDGs aims to align with the work of existing networks, including:
· The UN Expert Group on Environment Statistics (EGES)[footnoteRef:1] and the description of waste in the Framework for the Development of Environment Statistics[footnoteRef:2]. The EGES has been kept informed of the work on these indicators. [1:  United Nations Statistics Division, Expert Group on Environment Statistics. Further information available at: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/fdes_eges.cshtml ]  [2:  United Nations Statistics Division, Framework for the Development of Environment Statistics (FDES, 2013). Available at: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes.cshtml ] 

· The Basel Convention and the collection of data under the Basel Convention. The work on SDG 12.4.2 and 12.5.1 was presented at a Basel Convention Conference of the Parties and the Basel,  Rotterdam, Stockholm Convention Secretariat has been engaged in the development of the methodology. 
· The UNECE Task Force on Waste Statistics. Information has been shared back and forth with the UNECE Task Force to ensure alignment.
· The International Solid Waste Association Global Conference in Bilbao in October 2019 (which is the largest meeting of waste management experts and includes a thematic workstream on recycling).

UNSD/UNEP Questionnaire on Environment Statistics and Basel Convention reporting
The UNSD/UNEP Questionnaire on Environment Statistics is sent to countries every 2 years requesting annual data. 

[bookmark: _Hlk24987194]Data for OECD and European Union countries are collected through the biennial OECD/Eurostat Joint Questionnaire on the State of the Environment that is consistent with the UNSD/UNEP Questionnaire, so data are comparable.

Additionally, countries submit annual information to the Basel Convention on trade of hazardous materials with some countries providing information on hazardous waste generation. 

Proposed approach for the methodology:
There is a lack of existing data on waste generation and treatment. This methodology attempts to identify ways to fill data gaps in order to have some tracking of global progress, while at the same time the bulk of the focus is on building national and sub-national capacity to collect waste data in a consistent, comparable way. This methodology applies a progressive approach in order to provide countries with additional optional, and supplementary indicators which they might want to consider. The details of the proposed indicators are included in the attached methodology and metadata. 

Justification
[bookmark: _Hlk507766116]Many national statistical systems lack the capacity to compile information on waste statistics. Waste is typically monitored at the city or municipal level and compiling data across the country presents a challenge in terms of consistent definitions and approaches. This methodology recognizes these difficulties; however, as the issue of waste reduction, recycling and management is key for protecting the environment and for working toward a circular economy, it is proposed that this methodology be reclassified.

In-country testing:
The draft methodology was tested during consultations with Cameroon, Bosnia and Costa Rica. All three countries have produced national waste reports:
https://uneplive.unep.org/egm/cameroonwastestatistics
https://uneplive.unep.org/egm/costaricawastestatistics 
https://uneplive.unep.org/egm/bosniasecondwasteworkshop 
