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Background

Process for developing the methodology:
After initial research on existing work, literature, partners and existing indicators on similar issues, UNEP developed a draft conceptual framework and initial elements for this indicator. The work done so far has been inspired by examples of mechanisms in place in countries to foster policy coherence for sustainable development, observed through efforts on the ground or reported by countries through their voluntary national reviews or other mechanisms. UNEP has set up an international working group with experts from different types of organizations (Academia, governments, NGO’s, International Organizations, UN-entities see below) and from different regions, who have experience related to measuring policy coherence for sustainable development, to further develop this methodology. Agreement has been reached on the methodology consisting of a composite indictor capturing the various types of policy coherence mechanisms that could exist at the national level. 
 
UNEP worked with a range of other UN agencies and international organisations with relevant work streams, such as UNDP, UNDESA and the OECD; think tanks, research institutions and academic institutions working on policy coherence, such as Stockholm Environment Institute, Center for Global Development, German Development Institute, Center for Policy Dialogue, Finnish NGO platform to the EU, International Institute for Sustainable Development, Institute for International Integration Studies at Trinity College, Arabian Gulf University (AGU), University of Buenos Aires, Pontifica Universidad Católica de Perú; and Government institutions and DG Environment of the European Commission to develop the methodology. 

Considering the complexity of the concept of policy coherence for sustainable development, and the multitude of possible mechanisms that can enhance it, UNEP, in consultation with external experts has opted for a composite indicator to measure progress on this issue. The proposed composite indicator comprises a mix of mechanisms (sub indicators) that would help a country advance its policy coherence for sustainable development.  

The methodology which is proposed has been inspired by existing conceptual frameworks and by examples of mechanisms in place in countries to foster policy coherence for sustainable development, observed through efforts on the ground, reported by countries through their voluntary national reviews or other mechanisms, or reflected in studies.  




International expert groups and linkages with existing global groups:
A group of international experts described above was involved in the creation of this methodology. The methodology (process and draft versions) was presented at an HLPF side event in 2018 and in 2019. 


Proposed approach for the methodology:
The methodology attempts to capture various aspects of policy coherence, including: between different levels of government (local to national and vice versa); across key government ministries, departments and agencies and across sectors and themes; between national and international policy and across national boundaries; with respect to the diversity of perspectives and concerns that policies need to take into account, and in terms of promoting a long-term vision and coherence beyond political mandates.

Mechanisms to enhance policy coherence in these areas can vary greatly from country to country and can take different forms. However, based on existing practice, it is possible to identify a range of mechanisms which are likely to enhance policy coherence for sustainable development, and therefore the presence of a combination of these mechanisms in a given country would indicate progress toward meeting this indicator. 

This methodology attempts to capture these mechanisms, so that countries may assess and report on their progress toward the indicator and at the same time identify areas for improvement to further enhance their policy coherence for sustainable development. The current indicator framework is composed of 8 domains.
1. Institutionalization of Political Commitment 	
2. Long-term considerations in decision-making
3. Inter-ministerial and cross-sectoral coordination	
4. Participatory processes
5. Policy linkages
6. Alignment across government levels
7. Monitoring and reporting for policy coherence
8. Financing for policy coherence


Justification
[bookmark: _Hlk507766116]Enhancing policy coherence for sustainable development is important in several ways, including for achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions (economic, social and environmental) in a balanced and integrated manner; for ensuring coherence between policies at various levels of government; and for ensuring that policies in different sectors are mutually supportive and do not work against each other. It is also important in addressing the impacts of domestic policy internationally.



In-country testing:
The draft methodology has been discussed with a number of countries. The pilot testing is ongoing. Pilot testing has been done in Guyana and Burkina Faso. Additional testing is planned within the next few months in Bangladesh, Sweden (with SEI) and Kenya. The testing is still being drafted, but a draft summary from Guyana is attached. 
 
