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Indicator Number and Name: 4.7.1 Extent to which (i) global citizenship education and (ii) education for sustainable development, including gender equality and human rights, are mainstreamed in (a) national education policies, (b) curricula, (c) teacher education, and (d) student assessment.
Custodian Agency(ies): UNESCO-UIS, UNESCO
Current Tier: III
Proposed Tier: II
1. Background and rationale for indicator re-classification
The indicator will be based on the quadrennial reporting by UNESCO Member States on the implementation of the 1974 Recommendation concerning Education for International Understanding, Cooperation and Peace and Education relating to Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. Given the strong content alignment between the guiding principles of the Recommendation and the concepts of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) and Global Citizenship Education (GCED), UNESCO revised the 1974 Recommendation questionnaire for the most recent reporting round in 2016. The UNESCO Executive Board approved the revised questionnaire in 2016 and endorsed the use of the quadrennial reporting mechanism to report on indicator 4.7.1 (199 EX/Decisions 14.III).  An initial methodology for the calculation of 4.7.1 was developed based on the national reports received in 2016 and results were shared with countries in mid-2018. Later that year, the indicator was submitted – unsuccessfully – to the IAEG-SDGs for reclassification in both November and December. 
The concerns and reservations of IAEG-SDG Members and other experts have now been addressed in a revised questionnaire and methodology developed for the next reporting round in 2020. Two rounds of consultations within UNESCO, with partner organizations and with external ESD and GCED experts have taken place and a pilot survey with Member States is currently underway. 
2. Information on how and when the methodology has become an international standard and who is the governing body that approves it
UNESCO’s Executive Board is responsible for approving the questionnaire for the quadrennial reporting on the implementation of the 1974 Recommendation. It will be asked to approve the questionnaire for the 2020 reporting round at its meeting in April 2020. It approved the previous questionnaire in May 2016. The Executive Board and the UNESCO General Conference both approve the final report by UNESCO at the end of each reporting cycle on the progress countries have made in implementing the 1974 Recommendation.
UNESCO’s Technical Cooperation Group on the Indicators for SDG 4-Education 2030 (TCG) is custodian of the thematic indicator framework for SDG 4. It is responsible for the development and maintenance of the framework and for further methodological work that may be necessary on selected indicators. It is also responsible for endorsing the data collection method and indicator methodology for global indicators for SDG 4 which are then submitted to the IAEG-SDGs for approval and tier reclassification. 
In January 2018, the TCG approved the initial methodology for 4.7.1 and recommended submission to the IAEG-SDGs for tier reclassification. In August 2019, the TCG reviewed a range of potential data sources and has since endorsed the revised 1974 Recommendation reporting mechanism and associated indicator methodology as the primary source for this indicator. It has further recommended that additional sources identified during its review should be consulted as part of the quality assurance procedures when responses are submitted by countries. 
3. Development and testing of the methodology (please also include information on how NSSs, and in particular NSOs, are involved in methodology development, data collection and data validation)
The initial methodology for indicator 4.7.1 was developed on behalf of UNESCO in 2017 and was further refined by UNESCO in 2018 and 2019. In both 2018 and 2019, as described above, the Technical Cooperation Group on the Indicators for SDG 4-Education 2030 was consulted on the methodology and data collection instrument. In mid-2018, all countries which responded to the 2016 reporting exercise, were consulted on the results, including both the national data providers (by UNESCO) and the education data and SDG indicator focal points in NSOs (by UNESCO-UIS during its annual SDG 4 indicator validation exercise).
In addition, in 2019, selected countries are being consulted during a pilot survey (see below) including national respondents, typically in Ministries of Education and SDG Indicator Focal Points in NSOs.
4. Results of the pilot studies and list of countries consulted that are regionally representative
The pilot survey was launched on 15 October 2019 and is currently underway. The countries which are being consulted are:

Sub-Saharan Africa:	 Botswana, Ethiopia, Gambia, Kenya, Mali, Namibia, Rwanda, Senegal, Uganda.
Northern Africa and Western Asia: Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Tunisia.
Central and South Asia: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan.
Eastern and South Eastern Asia: Japan, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Thailand.
Latin America and the Caribbean: Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Trinidad and Tobago.
Oceania: Cook Islands, Fiji, New Zealand.
Europe and North America: Canada, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Sweden.
Invitations to participate in the pilot survey were addressed to UNESCO’s Permanent Delegations and National Commissions to UNESCO. Copies were also sent to the National SDG Focal Points where they exist.
5. Confirmation/explanation of joint submission with other partner/co-custodian agencies (if applicable)
Not applicable. 
6. Conclusion
The data collection instrument and indicator methodology were revised substantially in 2019 to address concerns raised by IAEG-SDG Members and other experts. In addition to these improvements, countries will be asked in 2020 to provide supporting evidence in the form of documents and links (e.g., to education policies and laws, curricula, etc.) to back up their answers. This evidence will be made publicly available at the end of the reporting cycle together with country responses (which are already made publicly available via UNESCO’s Right to Education Observatory). Furthermore, as part of the quality assurance procedures, UNESCO will consult available alternative sources of information on ESD and GCED in education systems, including the Council of Europe’s consultations on the Charter on Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education and the UN Economic Commission for Europe’s consultations on the Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development . 
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