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New practical tool
to support Member States in 
integrating human rights 
into the development of 
Voluntary National Reviews 
on the 2030 Agenda. 

https://www.undp.org/publications/human-rights-and-voluntary-national-reviews-operational-common-approach-guidance-note


Why was this guidance 
developed?

• Complementary resource to the regularly updated UN DESA Handbook for the 
Preparation of Voluntary National Reviews and the UN Secretary-
General’s Voluntary Common Reporting Guidelines for Member States.

• Developed to further articulate the entry points for integrating human rights 
into VNR processes through step-by-step guidance

• An interagency effort, jointly led by UNDP and OHCHR, under the Call to Action 
for Human Rights with support of the HRM Fund

https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/hand-book/VNR%20Handbook%202022%20English.pdf
https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/27171SG_Guidelines_2021.final_.pdf


What is included in 
the guidance?

➢Key guiding international policies and frameworks on human rights and sustainable 
development

➢Benefits of leveraging the synergies across these complementarity agendas

➢An overview of how the human rights system can contribute to VNR processes and 
vice-versa

➢Country examples of how VNRs have benefitted from a human rights approach

➢Step-by-step guidance, outlining when and how a human rights approach can be 
integrated in VNR processes 

➢Related resources and tools



Illustrative 
country 

examples

Costa Rica – Integration of UPR 
recommendations into goals and targets for 
SDG implementation

Guinea-Bissau – Local consultations in all 
regions under the Leave No One Behind 
theme in preparation of the VNR

Mongolia – Identifying those most at risk of 
being left behind and including their views in 
the VNR

& more!



Eight steps towards 
developing a VNR 
that integrates 
human rights



How these steps relate to the VNR Handbook



What’s next?

The guidance is available online – support us 
with dissemination

It will be included in the next VNR Handbook, 
the SDG Knowledge Hub, and the VNR Platform

Let us know how it helps & where it can be 
approved

Continue this exchange of experiences and peer 
support 


