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=‘,""s VNRs and the Important Role of data

* Volunta ry National Reviews (VNR) prepared by Proportion of Countries Incorporating Data Elements in VNRs (2020-2023)

Member States are one of the critical follow-up and
review mechanisms for the 2030 Agenda 1004

* VNRs should be underpinned by data and should be
evidence-based.

* Theinclusion of data and progress assessments in
VNRs has improved as countries have strengthened
their monitoring frameworks for SDGs.

 Common challenges remain:
o Coordination
o Limited evidence and data availability
o Limited disaggregated data and collection

o Human and financial constraints
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Source: UNSD Practical Guide for Evidence-based Voluntary National Reviews
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Practical Guide for Evidence-bhased VNRs

* The Guide: Complementary resource for countries on

ALY how to use data and statistics on SDGs to support
S evidence-based VNRs.
PRACTICAL GUIDE * Approach: Roa.dr.nap method V\{ith good Practice
FOR EVIDENCE-BASED examples, outllnmg key stages in the national VNR
VOLUNTARY NATIONAL process for enhancing data.
REVIEWS * Looking ahead: VNR process can also help to identify
— strengths and weaknesses of statistical systems and
T o statistical capacity building opportunities.

* Webpage: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/datadvnrs/

ADVANCE VERSION


https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/data4vnrs/
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= § Data Roadmap:

a

the

essential role of National Statistical
Offices (NSOs)

agreed institutional
agenda for SDG follow-up and
review

Zambia: Key documents that were gathered for
the 2023 VNR including :

2022 Census of Population and Housing,
Preliminary Report

2021 Labour Force Survey

National Health Strategic Plan 2022 to 2026
2018 Zambia Demographic and Health Survey
2021 Zambia Finscope Survey

Preliminary Impact Assessment of the
Ukraine-Russia Conflict, SADC Secretariat,
2022

Zambia Decent Work Country Programme
2020-2022

Research and evaluation reports, others

Source:


https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2023/VNR%202023%20Zambia%20Report_0.pdf

Institutional framework to implement the 2030
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https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2022/VNR%202022%20Jordan%20Report.pdf
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* Mapping/consultations
with data stakeholders:
using a data ecosystem
approach

* Close collaboration
between policymakers
and statisticians

 Data sources & data
availability and gaps

= & Data Roadmap: Data Assessment

Innovative approach

Moldova data ecosystems approach

Institutional Legal & Data Human IcT
engagement regulatory lici resources & e Funding
& Leadership framework poficies capacities [MIFESIruCtre
Public Civil society,
Administration academia

International Private/
organisations business sector
A Civic, engagement,
Strategic priorities & 5DG -
Action plans Goals and indicators T E L T

Monitoring, Service delivery

Source: Moldova 2020 VNR
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¢, Data Availability & Data Gap

Canada’s data uvuilubility analysis for 15 and 2" VNRs

61 d cators are measured and reported on in 2023
Tof 1 indicators since 2018

v" No country has all data for all the N @ ‘ )
- ©® O
v Countries presenting for a 2" or later @
VNR are encouraged to include ”@
information in the VNR on the
progression of filling data gaps p

9,

v Gap analyses should include data

inventories- can build on baseline SDG @
reports

—
—

Legend:
Source:


https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2023/VNR%202023%20Report%20Canada%20EN.pdf
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Data Availability & Data Gap

Figure 2: The Data Gap Between 2018 and 2020
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https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2021/285062021_VNR_Report_Iraq_English.pdf
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¢, Data mapping- Somalia

STATISTIC PRODUCING ORGANIZATIONS

Filter:

All Goals

v/ NSO mapped out data sources
and data flows used for the
VAR (2022). =

UNESCO

OECD

v" Highlights key stakeholders | .‘
within and outside of

UNICEF
Siilar UNDESA

government (UN system).

OECD

v" Aim is to strengthen
coordination across agencies
to reduce fragmentation and
improve efficiency of the data
production processes.

Source: Data Ecosystem Mapping (Goal Tracker Somalia)
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¢ Data Roadmap:

traditional and

non-traditional data

iInnovations

(UK resource)

through data

guidelines

Some Non-traditional Data Source Examples

Citizen science for SDG Monitoring

Real-time data collection for different types of crime captures
and prevention (Korea)

Innovative use of social media for SDG monitoring (Indonesia)
Integrated database of the bottom 40% population- for poverty
alleviation acceleration (Indonesia)

Data from international NGOs, e.g., Transparency International’s
Corruption Perceptions Index

Data from Civil Society Organisations, academia and other
stakeholders

Private sector data e.g., statistics in company sustainability
reports

Big Data — large scale process-collected data from different
sources (social media platforms, cellphone data- citizen-
generated or from cell phone companies), satellite or sensor-
collected data, e.g., geospatial data, earth observation data,
smart-meter data


https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/methodologies/uksustainabledevelopmentgoalsuseofnonofficialsources
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= 5 New & Emerging Challenges

u

Jordan tables on main impact of COVID-19 and Syrian crisis

Main Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic

.

® g 8 B
M*.w Increased burden on social protection services because of
L5 the lockdowns as vulnerable families’ employment, sources

of income and productive projects aimed at employing the

v' Governments are expected to

-~ = Unemployment increased dramatically, reaching 23.2% in
also address new and g = =
v + Supply chain disruptions affected food availability, resulting
Decent Work Reduced in changes in food consumption patterns in terms of quality
& Economic Inequalities and access.

emerging challenges in the
VNR

.

Increased pressure on the healthcare system.

= Disrupting access to primary healthcare and most secondary
health care, except for emergencies.

.

' Several critical national health care programmes were
COVI D_ 19 a n d/o r ot h e r halted, including the national vaccination programme, family
planning services and pregnancy care, the early detection
Good Health and of genetic diseases, and the early detection of breast cancer.

challenges: food insecurity, elana "« spporemars o psirs win e ussns o
conflict, climate change, etc.

diseases.

Main Impact of the Syrian Crisis on the SDGs

v" Many VNRs since 2020 include
a focus on COVID-19 impacts, il

. . No Poverty
some now including more
leading to some Jordanians losing sources Increased burden on social protection networks.
- A
Crlses PR ome. Increase in food imports and requirements
= |ncrease in the cost of housing and food, of food security, including storage capacities,
increasing poverty. in the context of fluctuating international

commaodity prices

Source:


https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2022/VNR%202022%20Jordan%20Report.pdf

R\L/

>
Y,

v Online tool serving as the primary

communication and data collection
channels between the VNR team
and all other stakeholders.

Streamlined process of receiving
data from 519 officers within the
Swiss administration, followed by
qualitative analyses.

Helps to facilitate multi-stakeholder
collaboration.

Key enabler for 2022 VNR but will
also be used for ongoing

monitoring and evaluation of the
SDGs.

2 Switzerland: SDGital 2030
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https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/53rd-session/side-events/31012022-M-VNR-UNSC53-side-event/
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¢ France: Agenda 2030

Trends in France for achieving
the Agenda 2030 sustainable development goals (SDG)

In September 2015, the 193 UN member states adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. It's an action plan for humanity, planet and
prosperity. It carries a vision of transforming our world by strengthening peace, eradicating poverty and ensuring its transition to sustainable development.
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Source:

Presentation

The Agenda 2030 merges
the Millennium
Development Goals and
those of the Earth Summits.
It is universal, meaning that
it applies to all countries,
North and South alike. With
its objectives and targets, it

<> <L»

Monitoring system

The 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
must be achieved by both
industrialized and
developing countries. The
United Nations has setup a
menitoring and assessment
system that is both

France

The Sustainable
Development Goals are a
responsibility shared by all
actors and citizens of the
signatory countries. To
meet the challenge of
implementing them in
France, it is necessary to

In Europe and
worldwide

Achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals in
Europe and around the
world means strengthening
cooperation and dialogue
between countries. It all

Legend

SDGE6 - Ensure availability and sustainable management of water
and sanitation for all
Trend for

achieving the
SDG by 2030

Latest

Indicator Change*
value™

Distributed water that is polECE = o G tozan

non-compliant with 2% 16% O O .
microbiological of
parameters samples Favourable

Trend for
Indicator Change* achieving the
SDG by 2030

+0.7 points from 2015 to 2020

Compliance rate of non- 61.5% O . O
collective sanitation

systems Moderately
favourable

f#id SDGI-No poverty
. SDG2 - Zero hunger
=4/%) SDG3 - Good health and well being
Ml 5DG4 - Quality education
&) SDGE-Gender equality
. SDG6 - Clean water and sanitation
. SDG7 - Affordable and clean energy
@i SDGE-Decent work and economic growth &
SDGO - Industry, innovation and
iinfrastructure
4= SDG10- Reduced inequalities
SDGT - Sustainable cities and

communities

SDG12 - Responsible consumption and
production

<> SDG12-Climate action

Between 0 and 2.5: on average, based on the indicators analysed, France is moving away from the target at a significant

rate

& SDGV- Life below water



https://www.agenda-2030.fr/en/agenda-2030/monitoring-system/
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¢ Leaving No One Behind- Count the uncounted
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Due to age, socioeconomic status, gender, ethnicity and
geography, vulnerable groups tend to be excluded from
access to good education, health care, electricity, safe
water and other critical services

With the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, Member States
have pledged to leave no one behind and to reach the
furthest behind first

Those who are the furthest behind are often uncounted

The lack of sound disaggregated data for many of these
vulnerable groups exacerbates vulnerabilities by masking
the extent of deprivation and disparities. As a result,
planning and budgeting for necessary services along with
effective policymaking have suffered.

Society of Equal

Upportunities

J

Good Governance
and Public Sector

VISION 2030

The common vision of the
governments at all levels in BiH is a
prosperous, economically and institutionally
developed, socially equitable country, of equal
opportunities for all its citizens with developed

infrastructure, knowledge based socienty,

where natural and other resources are used

efficiently, environment is protected and

rich diversity is taken care of

&= One Being

Human Capital for the
Future Management

Source:


https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2023/VNR%202023%20Bosnia%20and%20Herzegovina%20Report.pdf
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%,.c Leaving No One Behind
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Steps to improve data inclusiveness in SDGs

2. 3.

Identify policy to Link policies to SDG
include vulnerable targets and
groups indicators

1.

|dentify vulnerable
groups

b.

5.

Design data-directed
Analyse data policies for
vulnerable groups
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Countries' experiences in the production of disaggregated data
are important to highlight in the VNR

European Union Portugal

Figure 18 - Average of Pls Adopting the LNOB Principle by SDG

Figure 1: The EU’s ‘whole-of-government’ approach

WHOLE Semester
GOVERNMENT

Engagement of civil ARG Multiannual financial

society and other framework &
stakeholders NextGenerationEU

51

22 22

53

47 SDG13 SDG 15 5DG 14

SDG 10 10 10

SDG15

52 3420 9

Monitoring and Better
reporting Regulation

EU engagement European Commission Policy coherence
2019-2024 for sustainable
deve lﬂpment Source: Governmental Area Survey, March 2023

in the world



https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2023/VNR%202023%20EU%20Report.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26346VNR_2020_Moldova_Report_English.pdf
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Considerations/deepening the data analysis in the VNR

a

» Stand-alone data chapter or section in the VNR

> Progress assessment/progress chart- does your country have an established
methodology to develop a progress assessment for the VNR?

» Data analysis on intersecting vulnerabilities- looking at compounding
deprivations

» Data analysis on how well SDG policies have worked or not. Who has
benefited? Who is still left behind?

» Analysis of the interconnectedness of the SDGs

» What were the data recommendations in your countries’ first VNR? How
will they be addressed in this subsequent VNR? How much progress has
been made and what challenges remain?
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Other useful resources for VNRs and SDG Monitoring

'ln

. Additional resources & Guide for Evidence-based VNRs
(https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/datadvnrs/)

Wiki Site on Good Practices and Resources on Sustainable
Development Goals Monitoring

PRACTICAL GUIDEBOOK

(https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/sdgGoodPractices ) ON DATA DISAGGREGATION

FOR THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Data Disaggregation for the SDG Indicators
(https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/disaggregation/)

UNSD-FCDO Project on SDG Monitoring

(https://unstats.un.org/capacity-development/UNSD- D T

FCDO/) A A
o

Data for Now Initiative (https://unstats.un.org/capacity- 8‘ N ‘W

development/data-for-now)



https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/data4vnrs/
https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/sdgGoodPractices
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/disaggregation/
https://unstats.un.org/capacity-development/UNSD-FCDO/
https://unstats.un.org/capacity-development/UNSD-FCDO/
https://unstats.un.org/capacity-development/data-for-now
https://unstats.un.org/capacity-development/data-for-now
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=: Next Steps: Data Roadmap Guiding Questions

Guiding Questions for each Roadmap step that you can complete/review with your data focal points

PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR EVIDENCE-BASED
VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEWS

DEVELOPING THE DATA ROADMAP:
GUIDING QUESTIONS

The data roadmap included in the and illustrated below is a systematic and stage-
focused tool with examples of the sequence of steps that a country can undertake to ensure a more
evidence-based VNR. The roadmap, though, will likely not reflect each countries’ experience,
considering the myriad approaches to collecting and processing SDG data for VMNRs. For some countries,
miany of these steps will be addressed concurrently or could take longer than the estimation provided.
The steps of the data roadmap are intended as a guide to getting started and the following guiding
questions can be used to help identify any potential overall gaps and/or opportunities.
Data roadmap for VNRs

* Identification of needs and
planning

* Establishing o VMR data team

* Raview of dota Institutions and
5DG procossos for VMRS

Data Assessment

= Mapping/ cansultations with
elata stakehalders

* Dato Inventary and data gap
assmsment

NOV-JAN

Data collection and processing
Filling data gaps
Deta analysis

Preparing the narrative and
communlcating data
Including o Staristical Anncs
ond S0G data plotforms
Presentation & Post-analysis

* HLPF presentation
* Post-avaluotion of VMR doro

JUN-JUL+

*  SDG data reporting frameworks

o Is there 2 nationally agreed SDG indicator/data framework? If yes, link to the framewerk:
= Are there any other data reporting frameworks that will be used for the VNR (ie. SDG

monitoring and evaluation reporting frameworks, regional, sub-natior "

frameworks, etc.)? If yes, which frameworks?
*  VNR data team- central role for National Statistical Offices [NSOs) and NSO
o What is your VNR data coordination mechanism and is the National 5t
leading it? If yes, how so? If not, how is the NSO involved and how car
*  Review of data insti SDG pi
o s there 3 current institutional framework for SDG progress tracking in
please describe.

and instituti mechanisms for

o I reporting for a second or third time, will the same institutional fram
WNR that was used last time, and is there any plan to improve it?
+  Building on existing reporting processes

= Doyou have an SDG baseline report? If yes, link to the report:

o What other reports do you envision could be used for the VNR?
Inputs/country stc
Specific reports (i
national/ministry,
Other (please spe:

= Population or other census
= Specific survey reports

=  MNational SDG progress report(s)
= Audits

+  Data management and data sharing agreements: data manager
o Have you established MOUs or other formal agreements for data shar
government? Is this an area that can be enhanced for the VNR proces

= Dovyou have a designated data manager or entity for the VNR process

Data Assessment

Mapping of and with data

o Doss a stakeholder mapping already exist for data partners within and outside of

government?

= Has a consultation or workshop calendar been established
stakeholders?

= Are there plans for stakeholder engagement at the local le1
Revizws [VLRs) be conduct=d? How will they support/feed

Innovative apps for

= Do you have any innovative approaches already establishe:

engagement? If yes, what types of approaches [i.e

Data inventory and data gap assessment
o Data sources: traditional and non-traditional data sources
= What are the main data sources for SDG monitorin
(traditional and non-traditional data)? Examples/li
= How will or can administrative data be used to hel|
o Data availability and data gaps
= s thers an existing data availability and data gaps
inform the VNR? If so, which Goals and/or indicato
and why?
= If conducting a second or third VNR, how has the d
improved?
= Which Goals or areas do you need support from th

Data Assessment NOTES

Data Compilation
o How are SDG data for the VNR collected in country? Please describe. Are any mechanisms or
teols used for data cellection and processing (L.e. digital platform, etc.) that can be used to
compile data for the WVNR?
Filling data gaps
o What innovative ways to collect and use data for the WNR has your country already
identified to fill data gaps?
o Isthere a quality assurance framework to validate non-traditional data sources? If yes, link
to the framework:
New and emerging challenges in VNRs
o What are the challenges/crises limiting SDG progress in the country?
o Have data been collected to show these impacts?
o Has the VNR team considered how it will include these challenges in the VNR?
Data Di ion: counting the vul ble in VNRs
o Have the vulnerable groups in the country been identified?
o How is disaggregated data planned to be included in the VNR?
o Are there existing analyses on intersecting vulnerabilities that can be included in the VNR?
Data analysis
o Isthere a plan for how the data analysis will be incorporated with the drafting of the VNR?
o Forthose presenting a second or third time, will the VNR present statistics that follow-up on
progress since and data recommendations from the first VNR?
0 Have any impact analyses been conducted on policies for SDG implementation that can be
included in the VNR?
o Have any cross-sectoral, cross-thematic analyses of the SDGs been conducted that can be
included in the VNR?
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Working Groups: Lessons Learned

e What are your country’s top 3-5 lessons learned (data) since the last VNR?

UK experience Colombia/Somalia experience

* Read the chapter on VNRs
e Start earlier * Inthe VNR, have a chapter on new data

e Build relationships- even with a data available

platform, it was not entirely joined up * Beyond the VNR, the data can be used for

« Criteria from the start- to ensure not cherry other quantitative uses as well as the use and

picking the indicators reuse of data for policy decisions
 Longer time series- for some indicators, you * VNR gave us an opportunity to get
may need longer time series information that we would not normally have

. ‘so what’ stories- to understand the impact access to- helped us to fill statistical gaps

of policies, changes, etc. and to have the
circle of data Examples from


https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2022-02/Road_Map_2_E_web.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/53rd-session/side-events/31012022-M-VNR-UNSC53-side-event/
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¢ 2 Lessons learned & data opportunities with VNR process

4

Some responses from the 2023 VNR cohort

Bahrain: Disaggregated data is key to the successful implementation of the SDGs.

Canada: It takes a lot of time to complete a VNR and validate its content and data by various
stakeholders involved in the drafting process.

Ireland: Collaboration with the subject matter experts is key — Policy, statistical, geospatial,
environmental scientists, etc. ; SDG Data Hub is essential

Maldives: Localizing some of the indicators and setting national level targets are necessary.

Romania: A reliable and formal partnership between the National Institute of Statistics and the
VNR coordinator is improving the quality of the report along with the national set of indicators for
sustainable development (NSDI). The political engagement, at the center of the government this
time is a tool that will assure better, faster results.
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