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Some messages from existing VNRs:

• Ghana: The inter-linkages between the SDGs create co-benefits that 
can be leveraged for effective policy and investment decision-making, 
and trade-offs. 
✓ Government’s promotion of clean cookstoves (SDG 2), will reduce 

health risks (SDG3), particularly for women (SDG5), create jobs 
(SDG8), while positively impacting on climate (SDG13) and 
terrestrial ecosystems (SDG15) 

✓ Intensive use of agrochemicals to boost agricultural productivity 
poses risks to water resources (SDG6), human health (SDG2), soil 
health and ecosystems (SDG15), which are being addressed 
through education on proper application of inorganic fertilisers and 
good irrigation practices, and the promotion of large scale compost 
plants

• Iceland: including the ambitious Government Action Plan on Climate 
Change, which is an example of a coordinated policy laid out by seven 
ministers in consultation with various stakeholders.



Environment-related indicators in the SDGs



Data underpin good decisions

- 68% of environment-related 
SDG indicators do not have 
enough data to assess global 
progress.

- Investment in data and 
statistics is essential.

- There is even less data 
availability that is 
disaggregated by vulnerable 
population or geospatially.



Environment – Economy – Social  
Interlinked

Poor environmental quality affects economic 
growth and wellbeing



Example: Pollution – Major Sources



Example: Pollution – Impacts

Agriculture 
Food

Health

Economy

Ecosystems

Environment



Example: Pollution – Impacts dump sites



Example: Pollution – costs



Example: Selected examples of multiple benefits of tackling pollution
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Conclusion

Data is needed to explore interlinkages across environmental areas and with 
social and economic information in order to produce insights.

The economic costs of biophysical and environmental consequences of policy 
inaction, and the associated benefits of new policies, are often not quantified. 
Therefore, economic discussions are often dominated by the very visible costs 
of policy action. Thus, it is essential to improve the toolkits that economists 
use to assess the benefits of environmental policies.

There is a need not only for national level statistics, but for geospatial data and 
data which can be disaggregated for vulnerable populations.
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Group exercise

The complexity of challenges facing our world today - from climate 
change to the reinvention of work to economic inequality to mass 
migration - is unprecedented, and our policymaking and problem-
solving approaches are insufficient. We need both innovative solutions 
and innovation in how we develop solutions.
Data has been widely recognized as a possible source of innovation

UNLESS WE DEFINE THE QUESTIONS WELL...

TO UNLOCK THE POTENTIAL OF DATA AND DATA SCIENCE

HOW CAN WE PROVIDE ANSWERS THAT MATTER?



Exercise / dialogue: questions for discussion

ENVIROMENTAL QUESTIONS AND SUPPORTING DATA/STATISTICS

Q.1 What are your (policymaker, country) most pressing, high-impact 
questions on the environment that could be answered if relevant datasets 
were available and accessible in your country?

Q.2 What national datasets would be needed to answer your questions?

INTEGRATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND DATA IN THE 2020 VNRs 

Q.3 What environmental issues and supporting data are you planning to 
include in your country’s VNR for 2020?

Q.4 What support from the UN System would be desirable help integrate 
these issues (and supporting data) in your country’s VNR for 2020?


