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@ Seviiorment GLPALS
Data insight for understanding COVID-19 impacts
and ensuring a sustainable and resilient recovery

* The pandemic has abruptly disrupted implementation towards many of the SDGs
and, in some cases, turned back decades of progress.

* During the COVID-19 crisis, timely, quality, open and disaggregated data are vital
for understanding, managing and mitigating the human, social and economic
impacts of the pandemic.

* They can effectively guide decision-making at each step of the pandemic
response, from designing short-term response interventions to long-term
accelerated actions to put countries back on track to achieve the SDGs

Leadership and support are needed to ensure statistical organizations have
the tools and resources to facilitate timely and smart decision-making.

-- Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General, United Nations
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Reporting Guidelines for 2021 VNRs

New and emerging challenges

Develop a section to describe how the country is recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic,
including:

* Plans for building back better, ensuring that recovery measures advance the SDGs
and strengthen resilience in the social, economic and environmental dimensions;

* Description of other challenges: such as drought, hurricanes, famine, migration,
violent conflict, the effects of climate change, or the extinction of species as a
result of biodiversity loss;

* Beyond assessing negative effects, the section should also be analytical and
forward looking:

o addressing any underlying structural frictions;

o defining future actions needed if faced with another pandemic or similar
calamity; and

o focusing on leaving no one behind.

“'DESA | Statistics Division
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https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_report_socio-economic_impact_of_covid19.pdf
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UNDESA Policy Brief #78: Achieving the SDGs through the COVID-19 response and recovery

* This figure & indicative, Al SDGs are impacted by COVID-19.


https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/un-desa-policy-brief-78-achieving-the-sdgs-through-the-covid-19-response-and-recovery/
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How to Report COVID-19 Impacts in the 2021 VNR

Based on the national indicator framework, reporting should focus on:

v Progress made or status in the first five v/ COVID-19 Impacts on progress
years before COVID-19

BEFORE COVID-19

THE WORLD ILLNESS AND DEATHS i

P FROM COMMUNICABLE DISEASES A COVID-19 COULD CAUSE THE EQUIVALENT OF
WAS OFF TRACK TO ‘ . .ﬁ‘ — WILL SPIKE —  @&=)™=) 400 MILLION JOB LOSSES IN SECOND QUARTER OF 2020
END POVERTY BY 2030 R

o

Under-5 mortality had &,,‘_‘ Pushing 88 to 115 million people
fallen by almost 50% SERW;ELGLALNE[;EDL %?]TIUNS .. back into extreme poverty
since 2000 100% INCREASE
o ® ® IN MALARIA DEATHS
2010 2015 2019 2030

IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Highlight Goals highly impacted by the pandemic: society (G1, G2, G3, G4, G5), economy (G8
and G9) and environment (G12, G13)

- Response and recovery efforts, based on sound data and science and guided by the SDGs
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Infographics source: The Sustainable Development Report 2020



https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/
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Examples of COVID-19 impacts on SDG progress

v" Progress made or status in the first five
years before COVID-19

FOOD INSEEURITY WAS
ALREADY on THE RISE ‘/. }‘ ,ﬁ‘

l Pu.ﬁ,,ﬁm ~ OVER200 u:!nﬁmwnm i | —
RSMGAT  omy STILLBE OUT OF SCHOOL IN 2030

22.4%

2014 2019

Infographics source: The Sustainable Development Report 2020

v/ COVID-19 Impacts on progress

THE PANDEMIC IS AN ADDITIONAL
REMOTE LEARNING REMAINS
THREAT TO FOOD SYSTEMS OUT OF REACH FOR

BI.IMATEVSIV-I‘[IBKS AT LEHST
900 MILLION STUDENTS
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Examples of COVID-19 impacts on SDG progress

v" Progress made or status in the first five
years before COVID-19

— GLOBAL ECONOMIC GROWTH MANUFACTURING GROWTH

WAS SLOWINGDOWN —— — was DECLINING —— i l i
&
o
&
RO
&
o
2.0% 1.5%
-~ B Pi;ﬂﬂg%‘”‘“ = PE““[;:L"]“"“"‘“ *— “— DUETO TARIFFS AND TRADE TENSIONS —

Infographics source: The Sustainable Development Report 2020

v" COVID-19 Impacts on progress

THE WORLD FACES THE THE AVIATION INDUSTRY HAS SUFFERED
WORST ECONOMIC RECESSION e STEEPEST DECLINE w HISTORY

SINCE THE GREAT DEPRESSION E&‘k %\% %“:‘%

GOP PER CAPITA
EXPECTED T0 DECLINE
AIR PASSENGER NUMBERS FELL BY 51%
BY 4.2% IN 2020 i JANUARY 7 MAY 2020

(COMPARED TO THE SAME PERIDD IN 2018)
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Reporting of COVID-19 Impacts in the 2021 VNR: LNOB

* While the virus has impacted everyone, it is the THE MOST VULNERABLE GROUPS

poorest and most vulnerable who are affected ARE BEING T HARDEST a¥ THE PANDEMIC
disproportionally by the pandemic |

] | | |
2021 VNR should report the impacts on the most @ @

vulnerable COVID-19 IMPLICATIONS OLDERPERSONS  PERSONSWITH  CHILDREN WOMEN  MIGRANTS AND

DISABILITES REFUBEES
THE WELL-BEING OF MILLIONS OF CHILDREN
® _ AND YOUTH WILL BE AFFECTED BY THE CRISIS

L A 7 [
o, Beaw o 'f

DURING e PANDEMIC J T
AN ESTIMATED THE GLOBAL GAINS IN

1.6 BILLION WORKERS IR  REDUCING CHILD LABOUR ) )
IN 75 INFORMAL ECONOMY MISSED SCHOOL MEALS ARE LIKELY Many countries have seen a SURGE in
RISK LOSING 75 LIVELIHOODS BECAUSE OF T0 BE REVERSED reports of domestic violence against
THEIR SCHOOL CLOSURES FOR THE FIRST TIME :
o DURING THE PANDEMIC IN 20 YEARS women and children

“ DESA | Statistics Division Infographics source: The Sustainable Development Report 2020



https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/
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Inclusion of COVID-19 impacts in 2020 VNRs

* Nearly all countries reported on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
* Pandemic disrupted preparations for 2020 VNR processes in almost all reporting countries.
* Most affected areas:

o VNR-related preparatory processes and planned activities (leading to cancellations,
postponements, delays and modifications)

o consultations and workshops
o final review and validation of the VNR review
* Information and data collection also affected = replaced by phone interviews.

* Pandemic has required flexibility and highlighted the importance of technology and digital
solutions.

* Positive outcome for some: broadened stakeholder engagement (due to digital shift).

* Negative outcomes for others: limited stakeholder engagement or statistical activities,
potentially affecting the evidence base of some VNRs.

Source: Partners for Review: 2020 Voluntary National Reviews — a snapshot of trends in SDG reporting
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https://www.partners-for-review.de/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/P4R-2020-VNR-Analysis_FINAL-Nov.-2020.pdf
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Example of rapid mobile survey

Coronavirus Rapid Mobile Surveys in South Africa

The National Income Dynamics Study — Coronavirus Rapid Mobile Survey ( ) aims
to inform policy using rapid reliable research on the socioeconomic effects in South Africa of
the global Coronavirus pandemic. NIDS-CRAM is a nationally-representative mobile phone
survey. In the survey, 7000 South Africans are phoned monthly and asked a range of questions
on their household welfare, income and employment, and their knowledge and behaviour
related to COVID-19. Survey results and data are openly available for use and independent
review. NIDS-CRAM shows the possibilities of adapting to cost-effective and fully-online close
to real-time methods of data collection while maintaining data quality and reliability.

“ DESA | Statistics Division


http://www.nids.uct.ac.za/nids-cram/nids-cram
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Inclusion of COVID-19 impacts on SDG progress in 2020 VNRs

* Many countries provided details on the potential impact of COVID-19 on the SDGs, noting:
o Pandemic set back SDG progress and is undermining ongoing implementation efforts
o Pandemic adding new challenges to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda

o Adverse impacts on specific dimensions of sustainable development or sectors—
economic, environmental, on business and small and medium enterprises (SME), social
dimension and vulnerable groups

o Relevance of the principle of LNOB, impact on poverty and effect on children
* Some countries highlighted opportunities and valuable lessons from COVID-19:

o Opportunities for digital transformation: e-governance expansion, virtual platforms,
upgrading information and communication technology;

o Improving national preparedness for disease outbreaks;
o Scale up localisation efforts
o Calls for global solidarity in the wake of the pandemic

Source: Partners for Review: 2020 Voluntary National Reviews — a snapshot of trends in SDG reporting

“ ' DESA | Statistics Division


https://www.partners-for-review.de/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/P4R-2020-VNR-Analysis_FINAL-Nov.-2020.pdf
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Inclusion of COVID-19 impacts on SDG progress in 2020 VNRs

Costa Rica Uzbekistan

Impact of COVID-19 on progress in Sustainable

Figure 24, COVID - 19 impact and care actions Development Goals in the Republic of Uzbekistan

Aftention to the sanitary emergency -

Pl"n_ﬂy Impdci Containment Measures s.COndﬂy lw 41 31 56 82 1 9 } About 475,000 or 85% of small businesses were temporarily closed
; RECOVERED DISEASESL
+69 +109 1.3 percent of the population, or 448,000 people, have probaloly
already falleninto poverty as a rasult of tha crisis.

@ 3 7 % @ 63 O/O |> A budget deficit of 4 percent of GDP is projected in 2020

} Of particular concern are the disproportionate impacts on vulnerable

The COVID-1% pandemic threatens to slow Uzbekistan's progress towards the SDGs.
A sharp slowdown in GDP growth is projected from 5.6% in 2019 to 1.5% in 2020

Recession
“Slowdown” of e economic octivity

Con
Decd indi
Sick ndivicuols

Reponse measures

groups of the population (persons with disabilities, the elderly, people
in closed institutions, including children)

CATE: JUNE 18, 2020

5 Soclal distancing

Meociures meant 1o avoid the ¢

4. Protection of the Economic Achivity
nterest rates reduchion
Dedt deferci

1. Pafient care
2. Strengthening of
Employment declined sharply, especially among self-employed people and labor migrants

hospital care

Ing education and ramporofion, work
wbiic areas (Deaches ond parks)

3. Epidemiological a boratory Control
Lockdown measures in Uzbekistan, as elsewhere, hawve reduced the pressure on the environment

Source: The National Emergency Commission, the suitability of public investment in health and social security systems. to reduce emissions of air pallutants, which has led to same improvemeant in air quality in large cities

There is a negative impact on the access of children and students to education, despite the strong efforts

Unemploymaent subsidy (Protec! others)
of the Government tointroduce distant learning opportunities.

$ociol assslonce
8. Humanitarian Assistance
000 dishibuton

Nevertheless, it is estimated that the consequences of COVID-19 in the three
dimensions of sustainable development will be significant and may imply the
indicators on the 2030 Agenda moving backward. This estimate is still uncertain.


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26894second_voluntary_national_review_sdg_costa_rica.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26424VNR_2020_Uzbekistan_Report_English.pdf
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How countries are strengthening national statistical capacity for
evidence-based VNRs

National statistical system is central to the national SDG monitoring process for the VNR

Creating ownership for data collection and reporting by designating the national statistical
office as coordinator of the national statistical system

Using technology to improve data collection, analysis and accessibility

Mobilization and assistance from partnerships and other stakeholders

Identification of non-traditional data sources to fill in data gaps, considering data innovations
and the use of new data sources and techniques, such as nowcasting and forecasting.
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