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Traditional Data Sources for Compiling Indicators 

• Censuses 
– Population and Housing 

– Agriculture 

– Enterprises 

• Sample Surveys 
– Households 

– Enterprises 

– Farm Holdings 

• Administrative Reporting Systems 
– Education 

– Health 

– Trade and Industry (e.g. business permits, letters of credits) 

– Civil Registration 
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Situation in Asia and the Pacific 

• Statistical development: Heterogeneous mix  

• Categorization by level of statistical capacity 

• Rudimentary. Pacific countries. 

• Early transition NSOs. Beginning to develop basic skills. e.g., 
Afghanistan, Timor Leste. 

• Late transition NSOs. Completing acquisition of basic skills. 
e.g., Bhutan, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Tajikistan, Sri Lanka.  

• Advanced transition NSOs. e.g., Viet Nam, Kazakhstan. 

• Mature NSOs. e.g. India, Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia. 

 



Situation in Asia and the Pacific 

• Major surveys and censuses conducted only if donor 
funds are available in many countries  

 – donor dependence 70-80% budget in some countries 

• Poor coverage and quality of administrative 
reporting systems 
– both economic and social increasing the dependence 

on surveys 

• For disaggregated data, surveys alone may not 
sufficient 
– administrative data such as from civil registration and 

administrative registries need strengthening for long term 
sustainability 



ADB's Statistics Capacity Building  
Efforts and Some Lessons 

 
• First statistics capacity building project in 1970s (for 

Singapore on national accounts) 
 

• Approximately 100 technical assistance projects on 
various topics since then  
– Statistics management and strengthening of national statistical 

systems 
– Development of statistics master plan  
– Strengthening of selected areas in statistics (national accounts, 

financial statistics, social statistics, etc. ) 
– Improving data collection strategies (household surveys, 

administrative reporting system,  dissemination practices) 
 

• Established partnerships with other development 
agencies in the region. 



ADB's Statistics Capacity Building  
Efforts and Some Lessons 

 
• International Comparison Programme for Asia and the Pacific 

• Updating and Constructing the Supply and Use Tables for Selected 
Developing Member Economies 

• Statistical Business Registers (SBR) for Improved Information on 
Small, Medium-Sized, and Large Enterprises 

• Evidence and Data for Gender Equality (EDGE) 

• Innovative data collection methods for agricultural and rural 
statistics 

• Implementing Information and Communication Technology Tools to 
Improve Data Collection and Management of National Surveys in 
Support of the Sustainable Development Goals 



ADB's Statistics Capacity Building  
Efforts and Some Lessons 

 
International Comparison Programme for Asia and the Pacific 

 

 Since 2005 Benchmark Round, ADB has coordinated the ICP for Asia 
and the Pacific 

 

 Objectives:  

 To compute the Purchasing Power Parity-based (PPP) gross 
 domestic product measures for Asia and the Pacific that  will 
 allow cross-country comparisons of economic outputs, free 
 of price and exchange rate distortions  feeds into the 

 calculation of the international poverty line 

             



ADB's Statistics Capacity Building  
Efforts and Some Lessons 

 
Updating and Constructing the Supply and Use Tables for Selected 
Developing Member Economies 

 

 Objectives:  

 To assist participating economies in the compilation of updated 
 and/or benchmark supply and use tables (SUT) for evidence-
 based decision making.  It will support the estimation of time 
 series national SUTs based on the recommendation of the 2008 
 System of National Accounts and the estimation of an Asian 
 International IOT based on consistent national SUTs and 
 bilateral trade statistics.  

             



ADB's Statistics Capacity Building  
Efforts and Some Lessons 

 
Statistical Business Registers (SBR) for Improved Information on Small, 
Medium-Sized, and Large Enterprises 

 

 Objectives:  

 To increase the number of SBR established or improved in 
 participating DMCs by providing them with necessary training, 
 advice, and guidance, as well as facilitating sharing of 
 knowledge and enabling better  access to tools to meet the 
 needs of their national statistical system.             



ADB's Statistics Capacity Building  
Efforts and Some Lessons 

 
Evidence and Data for Gender Equality (EDGE) 

 

 EDGE is a global initiative on gender statistics (lead by UNSD and 
UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women) 

 

 Objectives:  

 To contribute to the development of standard methods for data 

 collection on individual level asset ownership and 

 entrepreneurship from a gender perspective through conduct of 

 pilot survey using said methodology 

 

  



ADB's Statistics Capacity Building  
Efforts and Some Lessons 

 
Innovative Data Collection for Agricultural and Rural Statistics 

 

>  This project supports the Global Strategy for Agricultural and Rural 
Statistics, formulated by FAO.   

 

 Objectives:  

 To develop customized software applications and methodology 
 to estimate paddy rice cultivation area and crop production 
 based on satellite data and in-situ data obtained through crop-
 cutting experiments at a provincial level for four pilot 
 countries; To develop an online training program on the use of 
 satellite data for agricultural and rural statistics 

  



ADB's Statistics Capacity Building  
Efforts and Some Lessons 

 
Implementing Information and Communication Technology Tools to 
Improve Data Collection and Management of National Surveys in 
Support of the Sustainable Development Goals 

 

 Objectives:  

 To promote the use of ICT tools such as CAPI in improving the 
 data collection and management of nationally representative 
 surveys for indicators related to the SDGs;  

 To improve the coverage, quality, and timeliness of statistical 
 indicators produced by the national statistical systems of DMCs 
 participating through technological improvements in field data 
 collection methods for nationally representative surveys linked 
 to the SDGs.  



Moving Forward… 
 

• Consultation with countries re: 
areas where they may need 
assistance 

 

     -   can we use the SAE 
 techniques for poverty 
 mapping to produce 
 disaggregated estimates 
 for other indicators 
 

     -   panel surveys on living 
 standards 

      



Moving Forward… 

Source: ADB Key Indicators for Asia and the Pacific 2016. 

 

• Consultation with countries re: 
areas where they may need 
assistance 

     -   potential of big data 
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ADB's Statistics Capacity Building  
Some Lessons 

• Government's ownership of statistics capacity building 
project is essential 

• Nature of statistical processes: there is long gestation 
period for project implementation and capacity building 
is a slow process 

• Holistic approach to national statistics capacity 
development needed for sustainable NSS 

– Establish sound institutional and legal environment 

– Clear mandate, powers and resources to NSOs to coordinate 
development data in the NSS 

– $ alone not sufficient: Need skilled and adequate staff 

• Close coordination among donors is essential to optimize 
the limited resources allocated to statistics development. 



ADB's Statistics Capacity Building  
Some Lessons 

• More methodological research needed to assist countries 
adopt better and appropriate statistical methods 

– Help countries design household surveys that the 
government can afford and which can address data 
gaps and extend the use for policy research 

– Use of non-traditional data collection methods (e.g. 
satellite data to estimate crop area, damage due to 
flooding) 

– Incorporate data validation mechanisms in 
administrative reporting systems to improve the 
reliability of its results 



Key Questions to Consider 
• Can NSSs in the region meet the demands for more statistics? 

• To what extent are these new demands practical considering 
existing resources and capacity? 

• What would be the real costs of developing capacity to 
monitor the post 2015 development agenda? 

• How? from where? and how much? resources (human, 
financial) can be mobilized to meet these demands? 

• Will the national governments, development partners and 
private sector rise to the call and scale up investments? 

• While the agenda aims at more data – Will this lead to ‘More 
the Merrier’ or ‘More the Messier’?  

• Successful monitoring of Post 2015 development agenda will 
depend on answers to above. 

 


