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Vision   Big Data harnessed responsibly as a public good 
 

Mission  Accelerate discovery and adoption of big data innovation 

    for sustainable development and humanitarian action 

United Nations Global Pulse 
  A flagship innovation initiative of the United Nations Secretary-General on the data revolution 
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  What people say 

Social media (content focus) 

Online advertisement 

Complaint system 

Radio 

 

   What people do 

Social media (location focus) 

Mobile data  

Utility usage data 

Postal data 

Transportation data 

Searching keywords 

On-/ offline retail data 

Remote sensing  

 



Remotely Sensed Satellite Imagery 

for Rapid Poverty Assessment 
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Social Media 

Pi  = α + β1 MoTi-2 + β2 MoTi-4 

              + β3 GTi + β4 GTi-1 + β5 GTi-3  

Rice Price in Central Java 2014 

Google Search 

Crowdsourcing 

Various New Sources of Data 

for Commodity Price Dynamics 
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Mobility Insights from Mobile Data 

for Disease Outbreak Prediction 
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Airtime Purchase Records (Top-up)  

for Food Consumption Statistics 
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Anonymized, Aggregated Microfinance Data 

for Financial Inclusion by Gender 
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Water (Energy) Consumption Data 

for Clean Water (Energy) Accessibility 
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EMA+CP012374226IN::::21200015891152+ES+1410241030+75-243 

+CY1224+274702+UTTAR PRADESH+28052+MADRID:SHP:DAVID AVENIDA:PISO 

112:CLIENT_NUM:PACKSTATION_NUM:SIG+(55) 55 555 555:NAME1&AMP;DOMAIN1 

+(66) 66 666 666:MIGUEL@UN.ORG: MR.LUENGO:28100+1+3+A+LP+R+ 

0.055:0.051:0.00358+127.43:INR+DDU+0:EUR:BIC NUMBER:IBAN 

NUMBER+301+MONS::43:CALLE CANALETAS:::::28100  

Type of 
event 
reported 

International 
tracking ID # 

Corresponding 
domestic tracking 
ID # 

Country of  
destination 

Country of  
origin 

Date and  
time 

Item was posted at 
office ‘75-243’ 

Item was posted by 
customer ‘CY1224’ 

Postcode of 
sender 

Place of 
sender 

Postcode of 
receiver 

Address of 
receiver 

Features of postal items, 
e.g. priority and/or 
registered item 

Gross and net 
weight of item 

Amount paid for 
postage  
and currency 

International Postal Flows  

for Economic Growth Tracking 
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Public Transportation (Usage) Data 

for Better Infrastructure Planning 
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Community Radio Mining 

for Timely Information from Rural 
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Social Media Usage Pattern 

for Human Development Index 
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Social Media Location Mining 

for Inter-city Commuting Statistics 
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Public and Private Sector Data 

for El Nino Impact in Indonesia 
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Public and Private Sector Data 

for Cyclone Management in Pacific 
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http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/haze-gazer-crisis-analysis-tool  

Public and Private Sector Data 

for Haze Crisis in SEA 

 

17 

http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/haze-gazer-crisis-analysis-tool
http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/haze-gazer-crisis-analysis-tool
http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/haze-gazer-crisis-analysis-tool
http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/haze-gazer-crisis-analysis-tool
http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/haze-gazer-crisis-analysis-tool
http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/haze-gazer-crisis-analysis-tool
http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/haze-gazer-crisis-analysis-tool
http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/haze-gazer-crisis-analysis-tool
http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/haze-gazer-crisis-analysis-tool
http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/haze-gazer-crisis-analysis-tool
http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/haze-gazer-crisis-analysis-tool


Citizens’ Active and Passive Voices 

for Enhanced Decision Making 
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http://unglobalpulse.org/blog/big-data-development-action-global-pulse-project-series  
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Value for sustainable development 

Cost of data 

collection 

Digital systems can 

be significantly less 

resource intensive 

than traditional 

statistics 

Risk of data 

collection 

Allows remote 

analysis, allowing 

data to be tracked in 

risky or unstable 

locations 

 

Speed of  

response 

Response can 

significantly improve  

on lag in traditional 

statistics 

 

 

Adaptive 

 execution 

Continuous real-time 

feedback allows 

strategy to evolve 

with changing realities 

on the ground 

 

 

 

 

New  

insights 

New sources provide 

data historically 

unavailable, yielding 

new insights 
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jonggun.lee@un.or.id 
 

@unglobalpulse 
@pulselabjakarta 

@pulselabkampala 
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https://www.domo.com/learn/data-never-sleeps-4-0  
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  What people say 

Social media (content focus) 

Online advertisement 

Complaint system 

Radio 

 

   What people do 

Social media (location focus) 

Mobile data  

Utility usage data 

Postal data 

Transportation data 

Searching keywords 

On-/ offline retail data 

Remote sensing  
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