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Ambition Renewed for the Future of Children

19 UNICEF Custodian/Co-custodian indicators
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Country consultations: 
Purposes

• Inform countries about the 
forthcoming estimates

• Provide opportunities to countries to share 
feedback on empirical data and the 
estimates

• To support and harmonize country tracking 
of progress towards SDGs by filling data gaps 
with timely estimates

• Is the it missing any relevant national data 
sources?

• Are the data sources used considered 
reliable?

• Is the interpretation/classification of 
national data correct?



Country consultations: 
Processes

• Identify and communicate to 
relevant national authorities, e.g. 
NSO, MoH, MoW, MoE, etc

• Send guidance note and 
background document on 
estimates, data and methodology

• UNICEF country offices facilitate 
the consultation

• For UN IGME, regional workshops 
form part of the process



Compiling & updating indicator data: 
Key country consultation
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• Households (odd years, 2017, 2019, 2021)
• Schools & healthcare facilities (even years, 2018, 2020, 2022)

UN IGME (annual)
United Nations Inter-agency 
Group for Child Mortality 
Estimation

JMP (biennial) *
WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring 
Programme for Water Supply, 
Sanitation and Hygiene

• CRAVE
• SDG consultation
(annual)

JME (annual)
UNICEF/WHO/WB Joint 
Child Malnutrition Estimates 

Data release

eJRF (annual)
UNICEF/WHO
Electronic Joint Reporting Form on 
vaccines



A closer look:

CME country 

response rates 

and data issues

2. UN IGME annual report
UN IGME data portal 

www.childmortality.org

http://www.childmortality.org/


UN IGME country consultation: response rates

• 102 of 195 countries replied with 
comments or data

• November revisions of estimates 
based on new data and feedback

• Revised estimates for 95 countries 
based on new data

• December shared revised estimates 
with countries

Submission of country data through country 

consultation, by SDG region in 2021

Source: United Nations Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation (UN IGME) 2021.
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UN IGME country consultation: data issues

Main data errors

• Omission of deaths

• Misreporting of age at death or date of birth

• Sampling errors (surveys)

• Violation of assumptions (indirect only)

• Others
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Population
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Distribution of the country extrapolation period in each SDG region and the world

Timely data on mortality lack in several countries and regions

Source: United Nations Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation (UN IGME) 2021.



Methodological 

developments: 

Examples

3.
Example country modelled stunting estimates with country input data



Data disaggregation to address LNOB

Disaggregated data reveal huge disparities in drinking 

water service levels between and within countries
National progress in reducing under-five mortality 

can obscure uneven subnational trends
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ECDI2030 INDICATOR
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The 20 items in the ECDI2030 are used to 
generate one single indicator

Number of children aged 24 to 59 months 

who have achieved the minimum number 

of milestones expected for their age 

group

Total number of children aged 24 to 59 

months
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SDG 4.2.1
Proportion of children aged 24 to 59 months 
who are developmentally on track in health, 

learning and psychosocial well-being

Total on-track
75%
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Total indicator 
value and 

disaggregated 
values



Joint efforts to 

overcome 

challenges
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Challenge to improve
data availability 
& quality

• Data lacking
• For half or more countries on some 

key indicators

• Data not up-to-date
• Most recent data point refers to 

2018 or earlier for many indicators 



Data for SDG 1.b.1 (public social spending 
accruing to the monetary poor)

Data was obtained from the CEQ Institute Data Center on Fiscal Redistribution, 
Tulane University https://commitmentoequity.org/datacenter/. 

https://commitmentoequity.org/datacenter/


What you can do: 

• Actively participate in country 
consultations

• Use of existing methodological 
resources about the indicators 
and advocate for their use both 
inside NSO or in line ministries

• Advocate for the adaptation/use 
of data visualization/analysis 
resources

• Reach out to UNICEF focal points 
(including country offices) in case 
of need for further technical 
support



Our support: 

• Online materials on indicator 
methodology

• Online materials on 
visualization and 
interpretation of the indicator 
data that can be adapted to 
country use

• On-demand technical advisory 
services

• Training 

• …



Example resources

Child mortality
www.childmortality.org

Nutrition
https://data.unicef.org/resources/jme
-2021-country-consultations/

WASH
www.washdata.org/report/jmp-2021-
wash-households

Child protection
https://data.unicef.org/resources/a-
generation-to-protect/

All rest
www.data.unicef.org/

http://www.childmortality.org/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/jme-2021-country-consultations/
https://washdata.org/report/jmp-2021-wash-households
https://data.unicef.org/resources/a-generation-to-protect/
http://www.data.unicef.org/


Thank You!


