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Concept Note 
 
We are in “The Decade of Action” which demands quality and timely data to monitor the progress towards the 
SDGs to help decision makers understand where policy interventions should take place and where investments 
can have the greatest impact.  This also implies the need to improve and accelerate the production of SDG 
indicators. Even more, according to the SDGs Report 2021 “The (COVID-19) pandemic has brought to the 
forefront the critical importance of such data. ... As policy- and decision makers were pressuring data providers 
for more up-to-date and accurate information, national statistical offices (NSOs) and their partners stepped up 
to the challenge. They forged new collaborations and leveraged alternative data solutions while increasing 
efforts to protect data privacy and confidentiality”.  
 
To respond to this unprecedent demand for data, many NSOs have gone to great efforts to use non-traditional 
data sources to collect data for indicators, which couldn’t be measured using traditional sources. However, 
adopting these non-traditional sources and methods has posed enormous challenges to many NSOs as they 
cannot count on existing capacities to implement these innovative solutions in the required speed.  
 
The discussion of the “what” (what technique, what model, what source, etc.) must be complemented with 
discussion also on the “how” (how such techniques were developed, how to train for such model, and so on) 
and, especially for the NSO, the “how” refers to “quality assurance”. The United Nations Statistical Commission 
has developed the UN National Quality Assurance Framework (UNNQAF), including guidelines to work with 
non-traditional data sources. 
 
Considering that NSOs are the stewards of the quality assessment in the National Statistical System, it forces 
practitioners to see the broader landscape in this regard. How to connect the traditional quality framework 
assessment with new sources and methods? How to connect this with statistical standards like GSBPM, GSIM, 
NNQAF and the like? What role does the IAEG-SDGs play in this changing context? What actions and initiatives 
have been (or will be) developed, supported by the IAEG-SDGs and other groups (like the UN Big Data Global 
Working Group), that could act as a basis for ensuring quality of data from non-traditional data sources? 
 
This side event will discuss aspects related to representativeness, definition and validation of the data from 
non-traditional data sources for SDG indicators, confidentiality issues, comparability with other data, capacity 
building, and the possibility to bridge data gaps. The event also seeks to broaden the perspective of the use of 
quality assurance frameworks to ensure the quality of the statistics produced by non-traditional data sources 
and methods.  
 
Objectives 

• Sharing experiences on innovative ways to assure the quality of statistical production using non-
traditional data sources and new techniques, identifying best practices and main challenges ahead. 

• Discussing feasible standardized procedures that can be implemented by NSOs to ensure the quality of 
data, and at the same time widen the range of sources and methods used to increase data availability. 

• Exploring and sharing strategies for capacity building in different regions. 
 
Meeting webpage: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-side-event-UNSC53/  
Registration: https://bit.ly/UNSC53_side_event (open until 4 February) 
 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2021/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-side-event-UNSC53/
https://bit.ly/UNSC53_side_event


 

Agenda 
 
Seminar 
 
1. Welcome, Ms. Cara Williams, Statistics Canada, IAEG-SDG co-chair [5 min.] 
 
2. UK: non-traditional data quality assessment tool, Ms. Atanaska Nikolova, Senior Statistical Analyst, UK 

Office for National Statistics (ONS) [10 min.] 
 
3. Philippines: data innovations and using non-traditional data sources, Ms. Wilma A. Guillen, Assistant 

National Statistician of the Social Sector Statistics Service, Philippine Statistics Authority [10 min.] 
 
4. Colombia: examples of experimental statistics in Colombia and quality criteria, Ms. Karen Chavez, Head of 

SDG Indicators Unit/Advisor, National Administrative Department of Statistics (DANE) [10 min.] 
 

5. Jordan: project on measuring road access for indicator 9.1.1, Ms. Ahlam Al Rosan, IT Director, Jordan 
Department of Statistics [10 min.] 

 
6. India: country initiatives for the integration of data sources for SDG monitoring, Dr. Ashutosh Ojha, Deputy 

Director General, Social Statistics Division, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation [10 min.]  
 
7. Open Discussion/Q&A [15 min.] 
 
 
Panel discussion [20 minutes] 
Moderator: Ms. Cara Williams, Statistics Canada, IAEG-SDG co-chair 
 
Possible questions to panelists: 
 

• What is needed to incorporate non-traditional sources and methods in the official production of 
statistics? 

• How is the trade-of between widening the data available and having data with sufficient quality 
standards? 

• How could countries approach the use of non-traditional data sources/methods and quality assessment 
protocols? 

• Is it necessary to count on a unique quality assurance framework (despite the different data sources 
and techniques or the UNNQAF and its supporting standards -GSBPM, GAMSO, GSIM)? What kind of 
standards could the NSO implement in that framework? 

• Are there additional or new principles that should be included for non-traditional data sources and 
methods? 


