
Non-traditional data quality assessment tool

1

Atanaska Nikolova 
Office for National Statistics (ONS), UK

SustainableDevelopment@ons.gov.uk



What are non-traditional data?

• Data or statistics (sources) produced by non-official 

organisations, not covered by government or other formal 

standards.

• Non-official organisation: not a UK government department or 

government-related body, local or devolved authority, or an 

official international reporting body (e.g. Eurostat or UNSD).

• Examples:

- charities

- businesses

- academia
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Protocol for Assessment of Non-official Sources 

• Based on a model from Statistics Netherlands, and aligned 

with UKSA Code of Practice and Ethics Advisory Committee 

guidelines

• Covers assessment of statistical data sources

• SDG-specific, but could be adapted to non-SDG context for 

wider use
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https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-code/


Non-official Protocol flow



Assessment tool – quality gateway
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Assessment tool – matrix scoring
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Assessment tool – matrix scoring

7



Non-official Protocol flow



Current non-official sources

• Indicator 8.10.1 – ATM numbers from LINK

• Indicator 6.6.1 – Ground water levels from British Geological 

survey and river flow data from Centre for Ecology and 

Hydrology (in progress)

• Indicator 3.1.1 – Maternal mortality from The National 

Perinatal Epidemiology Unit and MBRRACE charity

• Indicator 12.3.1 – Food waste per capita from WRAP charity

• Indicator 1.4.2 – Rights to land and tenure security from 

Prindex
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Thank you for listening!
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Contact: 

Atanaska.Nikolova@ons.gov.uk

SustainableDevelopment@ons.gov.uk

UK Sustainable Development Goals: 

use of non-official sources
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