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GENDER EQUALITY IS 
ESSENTIAL FOR ACHIEVING 
ALL 17 SDGS
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PROGRESS ON THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS: 
The Gender Snapshot (2019, 2020, 2021, 2022)

UNSD & UN Women 
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SDG SPOTLIGHT SERIES: GOALS 1, 6, 8, 11 + COVID-19

UN Women & various partners
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CHARTING THE 
WAY FORWARD
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The global gender gap narrowed from 3.8 
percentage points in 2021 (28.6 percent and 
24.8 percent for women and men, 
respectively) to 2.4 percentage points in 
2022. 

This respite could be short-lived, however, if 
conflicts and climate change events 
continue disrupting local and global food 
supply chains, agricultural productivity and 
food prices. 
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Between 2000 and 2020, maternal mortality

declined by one third globally, from 339 to 223

deaths per 100,000 live births. But progress has

stalled since 2015, amid high rates of obstetric

complications, infectious and non-

communicable diseases.

Fragile health systems, rampant social

inequality and harmful gender norms also

constrain advances.
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When girls enroll in school, their completion

rates consistently surpass those of boys across

the primary (88 per cent compared to 86 per

cent), lower-secondary (78 per cent compared

to 76 per cent) and upper-secondary levels (60

per cent compared to 57 per cent).

Yet millions of girls never enter the classroom or 
complete their education. In 2023, up to 129 
million girls and young women maybe out of 
school globally. 
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Lackluster commitment to gender

equality is to blame for limited

progress across Goal 5.
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A continued failure to prioritize SDG 5 will put the entire 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development in peril.    
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As of 2022, more than one in every four 
women globally (27.1 per cent), or 1.07 
billion women, lacks access to safely 
managed drinking water services, down 
from over a third in 2000 (39.2 per cent). 

More women and girls have safe drinking 
water, but climate change and water 
stress threaten progress.
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Affordable and clean energy can catalyse gender 
equality, poverty alleviation and social norms 
transformation, but many women remain 
without it. 

Unless progress accelerates, by 2030, an 
estimated 341 million women and girls will still 
lack electricity; 85 per cent will reside in sub-
Saharan Africa. 
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Disrupted careers, care responsibilities and wage 
discrimination mean women only earn a third of 
the labour income globally. 

Globally, less than two thirds (61.4 per cent) of 
prime working-age women (aged 25 to 54) were 
in the labour force in 2022 compared to 90.6 
percent of prime working-age men. 
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In 2020, women held only one in three research

positions worldwide and only one in five STEM

jobs.

Their absence in the emerging AI industry has

already had an adverse impact on how well this

technology supports women and responds to

their needs.
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Gender discrimination comes in many forms and

remains commonplace, undermining human

rights.

Women with disabilities, comprising an

estimated 18 per cent of the female population,

face infringements on their rights, including

their right to adequate housing and accessible

public spaces.
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Urban areas are growing fast but 
without sufficient attention to 
women’s specific risks and needs for 
services.

By 2050, an estimated 70 per cent of 
the world’s female population (3.3 
billion women and girls) will live in 
urban areas. 
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As temperatures soar, hundreds of 
millions more women and girls are at risk 
of descending into poverty and food 
insecurity. 

The voices of women from marginalized 
communities, including youth and 
indigenous women, are mostly absent, 
even as they have contributed little to the 
climate crisis and are especially 
vulnerable to its effects.
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Multisectoral plans and efforts to respond to

climate change must prioritize women and girls

most at risk. A lot more is also needed in the

areas of conservation, disaster preparedness,

adaptation and resilience, including expanding

women’s access to quality health, education,

economic opportunities and information.
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The number of women and girls in conflict-

affected contexts has risen by 50 per cent,

opening the door to protracted low

development and catastrophic

consequences across generations.
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Aid for programmes dedicated to 
gender equality and women’s 
empowerment as the principal 
objective remains low, amounting to 
$5.7 billion per year or a mere 4 per 
cent of total bilateral aid, a notable 
decrease from 5 per cent in previous 
years.
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Fulfilling the promise of Goal 17 to 
“revitalize the global partnership for 
sustainable development” is more 
imperative than ever given the assaults 
on women’s rights and the looming 
climate crisis.
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And yet we can 
change this! 
Over 150 million women and girls 
could emerge from poverty by 2030 if 
governments implement a 
comprehensive strategy to improve 
access to education and family 
planning, achieve equal wages and 
extend social transfers.
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Addressing institutional barriers, 
including through removing 
discriminatory laws, expanding 
women’s participation in leadership 
and decision-making and right-sizing 
investments in gender equality at 
the national, regional and global 
levels are among the concrete 
actions needed to substantially 
accelerate progress by 2030. 
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CHARTING THE 
WAY FORWARD



26PROGRESS ON THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS | THE GENDER SNAPSHOT 2023



27PROGRESS ON THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS | THE GENDER SNAPSHOT 2023



PROGRESS ON THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS | THE GENDER SNAPSHOT 2023 28

Gender & SDG Resources

The Gender Snapshot 
2023 QR Code →

SDG Spotlight Series 
(Includes in-depth spotlights on Goals 1, 6, 8, 11 + 
Special issues of COVID-19) 

THANK YOU

https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/progress-on-the-sustainable-development-goals-the-gender-snapshot-2023-en.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/progress-on-the-sustainable-development-goals-the-gender-snapshot-2023-en.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2018/4/spotlight-on-the-sdgs
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2018/4/spotlight-on-the-sdgs
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