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UN SDG indicators 
(as of November 2022)

EU SDGs indicators 
(2023 set)

Structured along 17 goals and 169 targets Structured along 17 goals

231 indicators 100 indicators;
68 aligned with UN SDG indicators

64% (148 indicators) “ready to use” (tier I 
internationally established methodology and 
standards; data regularly produced for at least 
50% of countries)

100% “ready to use”

17 multipurpose indicators 33 multipurpose indicators

Comprehensive reviews in 2020 and 2025 Reviewed annually



Trend assessment methodology
Assessment of individual 
indicator trends…

…with an existing quantitative 
policy target:
„Is the EU on track to reach the 
target?“

…without a quantitative target:
„Is the EU moving in the right 
direction with 
regards to…?“



Indicator assessment – example





Consultation of
• Directorates General of the Commission (e.g. ENV, EMPL), EEA
• Eurostat specialist units
• Committees of EU Member States (EMCO-IG, SPC-ISG)

• EU National Statistical Institutes
• Civil society

Annual review of EU SDG indicator set



Review Principles

Preserve key features of EU SDG indicator set
• six indicators per SDG

• multipurpose indicators

• new indicators replacing existing ones within the same SDG

Replacement of indicators only if leading to improved measurement of progress towards SDGs

• New indicators should be «ready-to-use» 
• harmonized and transparent methodology

• EU aggregate and data for all MS 

• data source open for ESTAT and 

• published earlier than the usual date of the EU SDG MR 

• Compliant with quality standards and selection criteria

• In line with policy initiatives and Commission priorities



Timeline – Indicator review
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Outcome of the review exercise 2024

Forecast and selection of new EU SDG indicators:
• SDG 12: Consumption footprint
• SDG 13: Green bond issuance
• SDG 16: Human trafficking



Communication package

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi/overview
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-flagship-publications/w/KS-04-23-184
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-statistical-reports/w/KS-05-23-188


Thank you
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