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Women have 
suffered steeper 
job losses than 
men, along with 
increased unpaid 
care burdens at 
home.



And yet we can change this! 

Over 150 million women and girls 
could emerge from poverty by 
2030 if governments implement a 
comprehensive strategy to improve 
access to education and family 
planning, achieve equal wages and 
extend social transfers.



Women’s food insecurity 
levels were 10% higher 
than men’s in 2020, 
compared with 6% higher 
in 2019



CHARTING THE 
WAY FORWARD



Concluding remarks

The world cannot recover from the economic consequences of COVID-19 without 
gender equality and women’s empowerment.

✓ We need to ensure women are at the decision-making table. How can 
women's needs and concerns be reflected if they are not there to voice 
them?

✓ We need to track progress with robust, gender data. Aggregates conceal 
inequality in outcomes and obscure the reality of the most vulnerable in 
society. Women and girls must be counted and visible. 

✓ We need to take concrete action to support women's rights and gender 
equality, including through gender-responsive laws, policies, and budgeting.



Gender equality essential for achieving all 17 SDGs
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