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Improve national capacity on using SAE for regular production

SAE Toolkit for SDGs,  UNSD working with experts on SAE, under the guidance of the 
IAEG-SDGs and ISWGHS

• Using SAE methods to improve SDG data availability for vulnerable population groups 
– requested by IAEG-SDGs

• Offering practical guidance and country case studies

• Guiding on the enabling environment for using SAE for official data production

• Providing a space for partners to document and disseminate their SAE methodologies: 
transparency

eLearning on SAE, UNSD in collaboration with UN-ECLAC & UNFPA

• a set of eLearning courses on small area estimation for SDGs data disaggregation

• Organized in 10 modules

• For self-paced and guided learners



Work modality
• A group of experts providing 

guidance

• Wiki-platform 





SAE for official statistics



SAE for official statistics – national examples



Consultations

• Key SAE experts: consultation meeting organized 
by JPSM Technical Group on SAE, May 2021

• Emails and focus-group discussions
• Australia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Indonesia, 

Jamaica, Moldova, Philippines, South Africa, US, Viet 
Nam

• Next steps:
• Approaching more countries and document the 

challenges/lessons learned 
• Finalise the first stage of the Toolkit; advocating the 

usefulness of SAE while underlining the important 
aspects to be considered

• Incorporate an element on the use of geospatial data 
for SAE

• Organise small technical group discussion (countries + 
academic)



eLearning 
modality

• Course format
o Reading materials
o Recorded videos (50 videos with about 10-15 minutes for each video), 

organized in 10 modules
o Evaluation materials including weekly computer-graded assessments, 

two mid-term projects, and a final project
o R program language code that can be used for SAE modelling

• Self-paced learners: 
o Learn at their own pace
o Access all the above learning materials 
o Machine graded weekly assessments
o Access to projects, R script and data – not graded 

• Guided learners

o Guided learning and need to follow a fixed schedule that entails about 
1-hour of work per day for ten weeks, reading assigned materials, 
watching course videos, and completing the assigned projects

o 2-hour interactive workshop per week for ten weeks that will cover a 
summary of the weekly learning materials and instructions of R code 
that can be used for SAE modeling

o Feedback and grading for all three projects

UNSD, UNECLAC, 
UNFPA



Inter-Secretariat Working 
Group on Household 
Surveys

• Improve coordination: surveys within the country and efforts at 
the global level

• Advance (cross-cutting) survey methodology

• Enhance communication and advocacy

• Established at 46th Session of UNSC in 2015

• Current (rotating) co-chairs: UN Women and WB

• Secretariat: UNSD

• Members: 11 international agencies and 8 countries



ECLAC approach to capacity building in 
LAC



ECLAC approach to capacity building in LAC

• Before the pandemic, ECLAC 
Statistics Division had carried
out F2F trainings to colleagues
from Uruguay, El Salvador, 
Colombia and Chile. 

• By May 2021, ECLAC gave a 
virtual training on SAE to 18 
NSO from all around LAC

• During 2021, ECLAC also has 
offered and completed four
versions of comprehensive
virtual trainings on SAE to
Argentina, Perú, Ecuador, 
Bolivia.

Projects on SAE supproted by ECLAC

• Ecuador: malnutrition rates at municipality level
(SDG 2). 

• Chile: poverty rate at municipality level (SDG 1). 

• Chile: victimization rates at the municipality level
(SDG 5 and 16). 

• Perú and Colombia: family planning indicators at 
the municipality level at the municipality level
(SDG 3). 

• Colombia: access to justice indicators (SDG 16).
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