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UNSD/Esri Research Exercise

The Irish Central Statistics Office (CSO), in collaboration with Ordnance
Survey Ireland (OSi) and Esri Ireland, are currently participating in the
UNSD/Esri Research Exercise. This is an exemplar of both inter
agency and public-private sector partnerships

This exercise commenced in May 2017 with a goal to develop and
deploy a new approach for monitoring the UN SDGs using geographic
information systems – “geospatial potential of statistical data.”
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Role of the CSO

The CSO has a central role in the:

➢ identification

➢ management, and

➢ presentation

of the data needed to meet the requirements of the SDG Indicators.

In this responsibility, the CSO will deploy, as far as possible, UNECE the Generic
Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM), which has 8 phases and 34 sub-
phases.
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Generic Statistical Business Process Model 
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Tasks completed by Project Team
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Sourced information for 180 indicators (mostly Tier 1), of which 60
have a geospatial aspect, and created 100+ datasets at NUTS 3,
county and census local area geography.

Developed Ireland’s SDG platform, build with Esri technology and hosted
on OSi’s web portal, known as GeoHive, where interested parties can
openly access, visualise and download data and related APIs.

http://ireland-s-hub-for-sustainable-development-goals-
irelandsdg.hub.arcgis.com/

http://ireland-s-hub-for-sustainable-development-goals-irelandsdg.hub.arcgis.com/


Ireland’s SDG portal 
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Ireland’s SDG portal was officially launched at the European Forum for Geography and Statistics
(EFGS) Conference on 2nd November 2017 and redesigned in July 2019.

Site was well received across:

➢ Government,

➢ Public Sector, and

➢ Civil Society.

The information contained on this portal will inform Ireland’s progress against each Goal.

The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE) has responsibility for
officially reporting on Ireland’s progress towards meeting national SDG targets.



Redesign of SDG platform
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• SDG portal was redesigned to improve user experiences by
deploying the features of Insights of ArcGIS, which is a web-
based, data analytics workbench where our users will be able
to explore spatial and non-spatial data.

• The DCCAE have agreed that the redesigned platform will
become the central hub for national information on the SDGs
Goals and the monitoring of the 230+ indicators

• http://ireland-s-hub-for-sustainable-development-goals-
irelandsdg.hub.arcgis.com/

http://ireland-s-hub-for-sustainable-development-goals-irelandsdg.hub.arcgis.com/


Ireland’s SDG portal 

9



Story Maps
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Story maps are in development around Goals 1-2 and 6-8.  

Each story map will:

➢ open with policy commentary provided by the relevant 
Department, Agency or Office, and

➢ contain supporting information and relevant interactive maps.



Story Maps 
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Story Maps 
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Story Maps 
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Front Page
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Self Registrations of SDG Organisations
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Click on Icon – Goal 2
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Click on a Icon – Goal 2, Ctd.
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Click on a Icon – Goal 2, Ctd.

18



Click on a Icon – Goal 2, Ctd.
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Ireland’s SDG portal 
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Ireland’s SDG portal 
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Ireland’s SDG portal 
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Governance
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Established a OSi/CSO/Esri Ireland data governance team which holds weekly
meetings.

In addition, the CSO established a national UN SDG Indicators Data Governance Board
(UNSDGDGB) consisting of various stakeholders from Government Departments and
Agencies, which meets on a quarterly basis.

The UNSDGDGB has responsibility for:

➢ metadata,

➢ business glossaries,

➢ lifecycle management, and

➢ data quality.



Governance, ctd. 
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There is also a UN SDG Civil Service Senior Officials Group, chaired
by the DCCAE, which both the CSO and OSi are invited members.

➢ This group is charged with developing the official reports on
Ireland progress toward the SDG Goals.

➢ Subsets of this group have official responsibility for the policy
aspects of individual Goals.

➢ All the story maps on the Ireland’s SDG portal are presented to
this group for feedback prior to release, most especially if there
is a policy aspect to a narrative.



Regional SDGs 

Ireland 2017 



Regional SDGs Ireland 2017
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Embracing the experiences gained from working on the UNSD/Esri research
project, the CSO’s SDG team has also developed an electronic SDG publication
with a national focus.

This publication is an update of a previous publication, “Regional quality of life in
Ireland 2013” and is an exemplar of Irish SDG publications which will be
complementary our SDG reporting platform.

This publication has been very well received across all sections Government and
social society. Its design will inform future Irish VNRs.

It can be found here:

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-rsdgi/regionalsdgsireland2017/

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-rsdgi/regionalsdgsireland2017/


Regional SDGs Ireland 2017
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Regional SDGs Ireland 2017
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Regional SDGs Ireland 2017
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Regional SDGs Ireland 2017
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There are seven chapters in this release.

Users can navigate this release by simply clicking on one of 

the chapters.



Regional SDGs Ireland 2017
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Regional SDGs Ireland 2017
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SDG Indicator data 

on CSO’s 

dissemination 

database 

Statbank



Statbank
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• StatBank is the CSO's online database of Official Statistics . 
This database contains current and historical data series 
compiled from CSO statistical releases and is accessed at 

• http://www.cso.ie/px/pxeirestat/statire/SelectTable/Omr
ade0.asp?Planguage=0.

http://www.cso.ie/px/pxeirestat/statire/SelectTable/Omrade0.asp?Planguage=0


Statbank
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Statbank
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Visualisation from Statbank
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• APP under development which joins a

• Statbank PX file, with

• an Esri shape file, to

• produce a colorplot




