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18™ meeting of the High-level Group for Partnership, Coordination and
Capacity-Building for the 2030 Agenda (HLG-PCCB)

Virtual meeting
11 June 2020, Open meeting

Opening

1. Mr. Ceita (co-chair) welcomed members and issue partners to the meeting.

2. Mr. Schweinfest and Ms. Perucci (secretariat) gave some opening remarks and shared
with the group recent and ongoing work including the presentation of the report of the
51 session of the UN Statistical Commission at a virtual session of the ECOSOC
management segment on 3 June, preparations for the 2020 World Statistics Day ahead of
its celebration on the 20" October and highlights from the global COVID-19 survey of
National Statistical Offices.

Preparatory work for the UN World Data Forum (UNWDF) 2020
a. Logistical and programme updates related to COVID-19 contingency planning

3. The secretariat and Switzerland gave the group an update on the current situation
regarding the preparations for the UNWDF 2020. A public announcement on 3 June had
postponed the release of the programme and opening of registration. A final decision on
postponing the physical meeting would be made in the first week of July.

4. Inthe meantime, contingency plans for a virtual Forum are being accelerated with the
release of two questionnaires to gather views from prospective participants! and session
organisers on their interests, needs and expectations from a virtual event. The
questionnaires will be available until Monday, 15 June and will form the basis for
organising the logistical and programme elements of a virtual Forum. The secretariat
intends to share a provisional programme for a virtual Forum on the Thursday, 18 June

1 The participant questionnaire is available in English, French, Spanish and Russian. While the Forum is usually
conducted in English, the concept of a virtual Forum is an opportunity to measure the demand for additional
language support and delivery which could be easier and require less resources to implement in a virtual setting.


https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/HLG/18th+meeting%2C+11+June+2020%2C+teleconference?preview=/76480556/79003694/UNSD%20COVID-19%20Survey%20of%20NSOs%20-%20Highlights.pptx
https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/HLG/18th+meeting%2C+11+June+2020%2C+teleconference?preview=/76480556/79003694/UNSD%20COVID-19%20Survey%20of%20NSOs%20-%20Highlights.pptx
https://efm.dfs.un.org/EFM/se/6C6639C01C303C60

with both this group and programme committee. The secretariat requests members to
assist the programme committee to identify and help secure publicly recognised
speakers. The experience of running the UNWDF monthly webinar series showed adding
a prominent speaker to a line-up could treble the base-line interest in a virtual event.

Action: The secretariat to share a provisional programme for a virtual format of the Forum on
Thursday, 18 June. HLG-PCCB to identify and help secure publicly recognised speakers for any
virtual format of the Forum by Thursday, 25 June 2020.

b. 2" draft of the outcome document and update on the implementation of the Cape Town
Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data (CTGAP)

5. The secretariat gave an update on the status of the outcome document following a
subgroup meeting on this topic held on the 3 June. As a result of that meeting and
comments received following the last meeting of the group, the secretariat prepared a
revised draft of the Bern Data Compact for a Decade of Action on the Sustainable
Development Goals and a new version of the “starting points” paper on the strategy for
producing the outcome document. The “starting points” paper is now updated to include
the contingency for postponing the physical Forum and holding a virtual event where a
statement currently entitled the Global data community’s response to COVID-19 would
be released and the eventual outcome document saved for when the physical Forum is
held. In this scenario, the statement would go through a full public consultation (just like
was planned for the outcome document) and a first draft of this statement would be
prepared by the subgroup for the next HLG-PCCB meeting.

6. Members raised concerns about losing some of the momentum and relevance of the
language if the outcome document was put on hold for another year and therefore
supported some of those same themes and language being put into a statement
associated with any virtual Forum. Members agreed any virtual Forum would be
dominated by the experiences of data production and use in response to COVID-19 and
the statement will need to reflect this too.

Action: HLG-PCCB to provide any additional comments on two papers shared under this agenda
item by Thursday, 18 June 2020.

7. Following the discussion on the outcome document, PARIS21 and the five United Nations
regional commissions gave an update on the implementation of the Cape Town Global
Action Plan (CTGAP) in their areas or respective regions. Paris21, on behalf the Bern
Network, gave an update on work related to the “clearing house” was continuing and
suggested a pre-launch in October 2020 before more work was done for a formal launch
in 2021. Presentations given by UNECLAC and UNESCAP are available online. Despite the



https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/HLG/18th+meeting%2C+11+June+2020%2C+teleconference?preview=/76480556/79003696/UNECLAC_Cape%20Town%20Action%20Plan_briefing%2011%20June%202020.pptx
https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/HLG/18th+meeting%2C+11+June+2020%2C+teleconference?preview=/76480556/79003695/UNESCAP_Cape%20Town%20Action%20Plan_briefing%2011%20June%202020.pptx

COVID-19 disaster many activities were continuing virtually, and good progress was still
being made under the six strategic areas of CTGAP.

HLG-PCCB members were appreciative of the work being advanced by the issue partners
and looked forward to hearing updates in future meetings.

c. Selection of the fourth host and the timing of the fourth Forum (including Swiss
recommendations)

9.

10.

11.

The secretariat introduced this item as another area for contingency planning if a
postponement of the next UN World Data Forum is confirmed in July. Currently two
expressions of interest to host the following Forum were received by the 31 March 2020
deadline. Both parties were requested to create a full proposal to host by Monday, 31
August 2020 in line with the original pre-COVID-19 timetable where the next host would
be chosen at the October HLG-PCCB meeting on the side-lines of the UNWDF.

A set of criteria and instructions for preparing a full proposal were shared with both
parties and included criteria that reflected many of the Swiss recommendations made by
email to the group dated 11 May. However, recommendations 1 and 2 on the
prospective host position within the HLG-PCCB and the programme committee would
require further discussion and analysis.

Some members expressed a preference to maintain the two-year gap between Forum
and more information would be given at the next HLG-PCCB meeting on the
contingencies for this depending on when the physical Forum would be held.

3. Update on the scoping paper on data stewardship

12.

13.

The secretariat presented an updated paper on Data stewardship and National Statistical
Offices: defining a stock-taking exercise, following the first meeting of the subgroup for
this work on 1 June. The new paper re-organised the elements of the stock-take using a
Theory of Change methodology to define the necessary outcomes, outputs, activities and
inputs to bring about the goal to improve the use of data in society. Similarly, the
outcomes were broadened to promote better governance, better collaboration, better
methods and better access by adopting different approaches to data stewardship.

Issues partners (Open Data Watch (ODW), the Global Partnership for Sustainable
Development Data (GPSDD) and the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)
TReNDS) whose work inspired the paper were invited to comment. The key points raised
from this group were around expanding mandates of NSOs, internal advocacy, to create a



“running list” of what we want to change in addition to main theory of change framework
and to consider the politics related to some of these areas and how to tackle them.

14. Members points included concern over the scope implied by the word “data” in the
paper, the strength that should be given to any recommendations or requests for a new
mandate to come out of the work (para 9) and coverage of the work happening at the
international level (i.e. SDG monitoring, the data revolution and the work of the Inter-

Agency Expert Group and the UN Global Working Group on Big Data for Official Statistics
(GWG)).

Action: HLG-PCCB and issue partners to provide any additional comments on the paper shared
under this agenda item by Thursday, 18 June 2020 before it is made public. The secretariat
would reconvene a meeting of the subgroup and seek additional members to develop a full
range of case studies and examples to inform the framework proposed in the paper.

4. Updates on other events: High-Level Political Forum (HLPF)

15. The secretariat provided information on events of interest to the group being organised
during a virtual High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) week. Two key events related to data
and statistics were:

e Tuesday, 7 July (10:45 — 12PM, EDT) HLPF Session 1- Part Il
e Thursday, 9 July (13:00 — 14:00 EDT) Voluntary National Reporting data labs

16. In addition, Switzerland had submitted a proposal for a side-event during the same week,
but details were still to be confirmed by the organisers.

6. Administrative and logistical arrangements for further meetings

17. The provisional agenda of the next meeting will have a special focus on the continuing
preparations and contingencies for the next UNWDF (i.e. programme, outcome
document/ statement and the next host timetable). Other topics like an update on the
data stewardship work would be included if time permitted.

Action: The next meeting by teleconference was agreed as Thursday, 23 July tentatively
scheduled for 7am (EDT) and suggested a one- hour time slot for the meeting

7. Any other business & closing


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2020#programme

18. None



Annex 1: Agenda

18" meeting of the High-level Group for Partnership, Coordination and Capacity
Building for Statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Thursday 11 June 2020, 7:00am — 9:00am
Virtual meeting

Open meeting

Final agenda (All times EDT)

Time (AM) | Agendaitem For
7:00-7:10 1. Opening
2. Preparatory work for the UN World Data Forum 2020
7:10-7:30 a. Logistical and programme updates related to COVID- | Information
19 contingency planning
7:30 — 8:00 b. 2" draft of the outcome document and update on the | Discussion
implementation of the Cape Town Global Action Plan
for Sustainable Development Data (CTGAP)
[link to document 1] [link to document 2]
8:00 —8:20 c. Selection of the fourth host and the timing of the Discussion
fourth Forum (including Swiss recommendations)
[link to document 1] [link to document 2]
8:20 — 8:50 | 3. Update on the scoping paper on data stewardship Discussion
[link to document]
8:50 - 8:55 | 4. Preparatory work for upcoming events: High-Level Information
Political Forum (HLPF)
8:55-9:00 |5. Administrative and logistical arrangements for the next Information

meetings (July and October)

6. Any other business & close
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