Chapter 7:

1.
In general, I do not feel competent to comment on this chapter.

2.
Referring to the issue of confidentiality, I was concerned by

the text in B26 - there are some instances where there is only one

company, but the information is deemed of public interest and it is

released anyway.  This could be the case if there is only one oil

refinery or one blast furnace.  However, this issue was dealt with later

in paragraph F71.

3.
One of my colleagues that is from a national administration has

suggested the following for the question B28 where you ask if we should

further elaborate on privately controlled administrative data sources.

He thinks we should and has drafted the text below:


"Data may be collected by privately controlled organizations,

such as trade associations.  This is typically done to assist the

industry in understanding important aspects of the operations of their

own industry.  These data are usually data elements that are also

important for their government, other governments, and decision- and

policy-makers to have.  The statistical agency should work cooperatively

with these private organizations to make the data available to them.

This would keep the burden on the industry to a minimum, by not

requiring the companies to file the information with both the private

organization and with the statistical agency too.  However, if agreement

cannot be reached, then the statistical agency may need to require the

data to be submitted to them directly by the companies.  However, every

effort should be made for there to be cooperation between the private

organization and the statistical agency."

4.
Throughout several of the documents there are references to

"stocks and flows" - I am assuming that stocks really means stocks and

the "stock change" is one of the flows.  Is that what was intended?
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