Draft report of the First Virtual Meeting of the Oslo Group 2009
An overview

1. The First Virtual Oslo Group meeting (31 August – 18 September 2009) was dedicated to the review of the preliminary drafts and outlines of the IRES chapters 4, 6, 8, 9 and 10 with issue paper on confidentiality prepared by the writing teams based on the draft chapters and their conclusions presented at OG4. The meeting took place at the OG web site (http://og.ssb.no). All OG members were invited to participate in the meeting, and representatives from 6 countries (Austria, Canada, Ireland, Norway, South Africa and Sweden) and 2 organizations (IEA, UNSD) posted comments to the draft chapters and the issue paper during the three weeks the meeting lasted.  
2. The meeting provided a number of comments, suggestions and textual inputs to be considered by the writing teams and concluded on the following issues: 

Draft conclusions chapter 4

3. The meeting concluded that:

(a) There is a need for updated tables for standard/default calorific values. The writing team should further investigate which sources to use. One suggestion was made to use already existing international values from IPCC.  

(b) There is a need for a small section on how to calculate country-specific conversion factors. Again reference was made to Climate Convention reporting and the IPCC Good Practice Guidance and other manuals on producing national values.

(c) The use of “default calorific values” should be preferred before “standard calorific values”. One suggestion was made to use “proxy calorific values” or “mean calorific values” to reflect the different levels of aggregation. It was mentioned that “standard values” exist for petroleum and other very commercial and standardised products. 

(d) The definitions of the use of “original” and “common” units should be reviewed. The writing team should check consistency with and cross references to other parts of the manual/other manuals. 

(e) For gases the concept of “standard cubic metres” should be introduced – i.e. volume measured at standard conditions of temperature and pressure. Suggestions were made to group text on electricity and electricity units, and moving some stuff to ESCM. 

(f) Biomass plays an increasingly important role also in many developed countries. Conversion factors for fuel wood were forwarded by Austria and Sweden. It was pointed out that fuel grades and factors (such as moisture content) can vary within a country, meaning that conversion factors will vary within the country as well.  

(g) Standard measures and conversion factors should be promoted at the international level.  This is a complex subject matter, and without standards, there would be significant variations from country-to-country. Meta data to explain the variations will be important.  This will promote and allow transparency, scrutiny and harmonization.
Draft conclusions chapter 6

4. The meeting concluded that:
(a) The purpose and structure of the chapter should be more clearly explained and agreed, in this context, that the main purposes of the chapter are to provide guidance to countries on the data items to be collected in order to assist them in the organization of their data collection activities, to systematize the statistical units the countries are collecting data items from (to avoid double counting etc.),  and to ensure maximum possible cross country comparability of the collected data;

(b) The focus of the chapter should be on defining a comprehensive set of the data items necessary to compile basic energy statistics. The collection of other data items should be promoted in as much as this would (i) facilitate the organization of the data collection process and (ii) understanding and interpretation of energy flows in the context of country capability to produce and transform energy as well as to efficiently use it;

(c) The chapter should contain a reference list of data items (list of all desirable data items for compilation and dissemination as part of official energy statistics) from which countries will select data items for use in their data collection work. The reference list should be promoted to ensure cross country comparability of energy statistics. Further agreed that the reference list should contain the following groups of data items:

i. characteristics of statistical units which activities the subsequent data items will describe;

ii. data items on energy stocks and flows (in energy units, with reference to national territory as necessary for energy balance);

iii. selected indicators of  energy infrastructure (e.g., refinery capacity etc.);

iv. selected data about energy producers (e.g., employment, fixed assets, gross output etc.);

v. selected data about energy markets (e.g., energy prices, sales etc.)

(d) A minimum list of data items should be recommended. The minimum list should contain items, and/or their aggregates, of groups (i), (ii), (iii) and parts of groups (iv) and (v) of the preceding paragraph. The content of both reference list and minimum list is to be further discussed at OG5;

(e) The presentation of data items in the chapter should be improved. The following three options were proposed: (1) take the structure and content of the EU Energy statistics regulation as a starting point and amend as necessary to reflect needs and priorities of the non –EU countries, (2) present data in a matrix form as data blocks defined by intersections of energy flows and energy products and, perhaps, leave details to ES Compilers Manual, (3) to make the chapter more readable and to facilitate any amendments to the lists of data items in future, describe data in the main text of the chapter in a matrix format and provide full reference and minimum lists in an Annex; 
(f) Since the chapter is intended to assist countries in the organization of their data collection activities, including on to whom and what kind of the questionnaires should be sent, it should provide a recommendation on the boundary and naming of the groups of entities which will be subject to statistical observation. As a minimum, there should be two such groups identified. The first group should contain statistical units which principle activity is primary energy production, transformation of energy and/or transmission/distribution of energy. Candidates for naming are (i) energy sector, (ii) energy industries or (iii) any other term. 

The second group will contain all statistical units which are final energy consumers. They are to be referred to as non-energy sector. 

(g) The terms “consumption sector” and “residential sectors” should not be used in IRES.

(h) The following statistical units should be described in the chapter: 

vi. enterprise, 

vii. establishment, 

viii. kind of activity unit, 

ix. unit of homogeneous production, and 

x. households

(i) The title of the Chapter should be “Statistical Units and Data Items” and the chapter should begin with the description of [energy sector/energy industries], followed by statistical units and presentation of data items.

Draft conclusions chapter 8 
5. The meeting concluded that:
(a) The overall concept, purpose and structure of the chapter were agreed upon. 

(b) Concepts and definitions used in the chapter will be harmonized with other IRES-chapters, and InterEnerStat work, further details will be provided in ESCM. At several occasions in the chapter, questions were raised regarding clarification of the terms used and the drafting team is asked to take them into account while preparing the next version of the chapter. 
(c) The definition of energy balance should be improved. An autonomous IRES-definition of energy balance has to be formulated. 

(d) The term “stocks” is defined different in the energy balance than in national accounts.

(e) This chapter should concentrate on how to produce an overall energy balance. Any supplementary tables with a view to organise energy information in another way than the energy balance should be included in other chapters of the IRES, or if possible in the chapter on bridging.
(f)  Energy balance is compiled with respect to a past reference period (normally a year). 
(g) The recommendation of the Subgroup on Energy Balance to show in the middle block energy input as negative and output as positive is supported.


(h) Average proxy conversion factors, or the source to where such factors can be found, have to be referred to in the chapter.

(i) The naming of the aggregate reflecting energy retained on the national territory during the reference period is confirmed as: (1) total primary supply of energy” or (2) gross inland energy availability.

(j) Treatment of “auto-producers” and “own consumption of energy for the purposes of energy production” in the energy balance should be further clarified. 
Draft conclusions chapter 9 
6. The meeting concluded that:
(a) The purpose and structure of the chapter were agreed upon. 
(b) That the chapter on data quality and metadata for energy statistics will be further prepared in collaboration with those working on the generic Quality Assurance Framework prepared by Statistics Canada and that will be presented to the United Nations Statistics Commission during the first quarter of 2010. 
(c) “Reliability” should be considered included as a quality dimension in the table showing “Key indicators for measuring the quality of energy statistics”. 

(d) Preliminary estimates should be compiled soon after the end of the reference period, although these data are based on less comprehensive data contents.
(e) The dissemination of national data and metadata using web technology and SDMX standards is recommended as a means to reduce the international reporting burden. 
(f) It is important to be aware of particular challenges regarding data quality and metadata that in a greater extent are facing developing countries than developed countries. How to reduce these problems should further be elaborated in the ESCM. 
Draft conclusions chapter 10 
7. The meeting concluded that:
(a) The overall structure of the chapter was sufficiently detailed. However more detail were requested on transparency and access of data. 

(b) International reporting should be excluded from the list of issues covering dissemination policy in para 10.2 but can be discussed as a separate topic at the end of the chapter.  
(c) Dissemination of metadata and data quality reports should be included in the list of issues covering dissemination policy.  
(d) Countries are encouraged to release their provisional monthly, quarterly and annual data within the suggested deadlines of 2 months for monthly data, 3 months for quarterly data and (1) 15 months or (2) 18 months for annual data.

(e) The release within 1 month for provisional monthly data on specific flows and products and within 12 months for provisional annual data should be supported provided that country is capable of doing this. 
(f) The use of “calendar” or “working days” may be more appropriate than “months”. 
(g) Countries are encouraged to develop a revision policy for energy statistics that is carefully managed and well coordinated with other areas of statistics. Good practices in revision policy can be detailed in ESCM. 
(h) In section “B: Data dissemination and statistical confidentiality” a new heading should be included: List of criteria for dissemination
(i) The list(s) of data items on energy statistics for international dissemination should not be part of IRES. 

(j) To further investigate whether it is possible that countries either (a) send the required data sets to those organizations or (b) make it available on their websites in accordance with the agreed data structure and database formats.  
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