
Report of the 10th Oslo Group Meeting

10 to 13 May 2016, Aguascalientes, Mexico

The 10th Oslo Group (OG) meeting was held in Aguascalientes, Mexico from 10 to 13 May 2016 and was hosted by the National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI from its name in Spanish, Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Geografía). The meeting gathered 33 representatives from 15 countries and four international and regional organisations (UNSD, Eurostat, IEA and the IAEA). This report contains the main points and conclusions from the meeting. The agenda of the meeting and the list of participants are presented in Annex 1 and Annex 2, respectively.
Session 1: Inauguration 

The meeting was opened by Vice president Mr. Rolando Ocampo from the host organisation INEGI. In his welcome address he emphasised the importance for Mexico to have accurate and precise data about the energy sector. On behalf of Doctor Julio Santaella, President of INEGI, he warmly welcomed all the participants to the 10th meeting of the Oslo Group in Aguascalientes.

In his opening address, Mr. Ville Vertanen, Chair of the Oslo Group, welcomed all participants to the 10th meeting of the Oslo Group and thanked everyone for their ongoing support and collaboration. On behalf of the members, he offered sincere thanks to INEGI for hosting the event, and for their hospitality and generosity. 

He highlighted the progress of energy statistics and achievements by the Oslo Group. Over the years, the Oslo Group has been promoting and supporting the collection, use and dissemination of good quality, comparable, complete energy data at a global level. Also, and very importantly, the Oslo Group created a forum and a network of contacts to share ideas and experiences, and work together to help each other move forward with their energy statistics programs. Since the 9th meeting in Abu Dhabi in 2014, UNSD and the Oslo Group secretariat have also established new technical platforms to support the Oslo Group’s work. These platforms are a new website and working area at Unite Connections. 

The first main output was the International Recommendations for Energy Statistics (IRES) that identifies the nature and scope of energy statistics that should be collected, along with common definitions, variables and concepts.  The IRES was endorsed by the United Nations Statistical Commission in 2011, and is now being used widely. Next, the Oslo Group worked on the Energy Statistics Compilers Manual (ESCM), which is a practical guide to help energy programs implement the recommendations in the IRES. With that work complete, the Oslo Group has agreed to tackle new issues and challenges to further promote and support the collection and use of good energy data, turning to other specific topics of interest, such as the use of administrative data sources, electronic data collection and SDMX, energy data dissemination practices and quality reviews of energy data.

The main objectives of the meeting were to discuss these new topics, to exchange ideas and experiences, and for the Oslo Group to develop its work plan for the coming years. In each of these sessions, a working group leader gave an overview of the group, and presenters shared information on country practices and work underway. In the discussions, issues and challenges were highlighted, and questions were raised for the consideration of the group in order to identify the specific work to focus on in future. Ville Vertanen proceeded with a roundtable of introductions and reviews of the agenda.  

Session 2: International Recommendations for Energy Statistics and the Energy Statistics Compilers Manual

Alex Blackburn from the UNSD gave a presentation of the update on the International Recommendations for Energy Statistics (IRES) and the Energy Statistics Compilers Manual (ESCM). The presentation described the progress and updates of IRES and ESCM since the last Oslo Group meeting in 2014. IRES is under finalisation and a white cover publication has been published on the UNSD website (http://unstats.un.org/unsd/energy/ires/) in February 2016. The changes made since the last draft are minimalistic and a finalised English version will be published soon, together with the other five official UN languages). The latest draft version of the ESCM, which is also very close to being finalised, was circulated among the OG members two weeks before this meeting. There are still three improvements to be added to the ESCM: an example and/or explanation on how to translate data in the Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) to The Standard International Energy Product Classification (SIEC) format; more estimation techniques, and an addition on how IRES-compliant energy balances can help measure Sustainable Development Goal 7. The finalisation of the ESCM is expected to be completed before the end of this year. A future challenge will be how the OG can encourage IRES to be implemented by countries with established statistical systems.

Key points:

· Members are encouraged to write country practices on the above mentioned subjects.

· The Energy Ministry of Mexico offered to translate IRES into Spanish, which is very much appreciated.

· Although not all the product definitions of SIEC are perfect, they are understandable enough and used by organisations and countries, thus from the viewpoint of the Oslo Group there is no need to change SIEC for the present. Revisions can be considered for the future.
Session 3: Oslo Group New Website and Unite Connections

Ville Maljanen from Statistics Finland gave a presentation on the Oslo Group New Website and Unite Connections, in which he presented the Oslo Group’s new website and the functionalities of the Unite Connections working platform.

Key points:

· The Unite Connection platform for the Oslo Group was established to ease collaboration between members. The Oslo Group has over one hundred members at the moment, so, for example, sharing documents via Unite Connections is more reasonable than sending them as an email attachment.
· Already at this point the Unite Connections platform for Oslo Group contains many documents and important links.

Session 4: Current UNSD work (including the energy SDG indicators, and the accuracy of biomass statistics). (Alex Blackburn, UNSD)

Alex Blackburn from the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) gave a presentation on current UNSD work. This presentation provided information on making UNSD energy publications IRES-compliant, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) indicators process (especially on the SDG7: Ensure access to affordable reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all) and a review of the accuracy of biomass statistics.

Key points: 

· The group recognised that SDG indicators are not perfect, but they are pretty good considering the fact that they are agreed by many countries. At least SDG indicators are measurable and that is a good step forward.
· The group noted that The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) is developing a manual on the collection of biomass data, which should prove useful for countries.
Session 5: Latest developments at EU level and relation with Eurostat’s energy statistics (Fernando Diaz-Alonso, Eurostat)

Fernando Diaz-Alonso from Eurostat gave a presentation on the latest developments at EU level and Eurostat’s energy statistics. This presentation provided information on the EU’s Energy Union Strategy, European Energy Statistics, and their publication, as well as dissemination and Eurostat’s international cooperation.

Key points: 

· The group welcomed Eurostat’s developments in energy statistics, while noting that the EU level processes to adopt new directives and derive statistical systems based on these regulations take time.
· Eurostat’s Energy statistics Manual have been updated to IRES comparable

· Working towards unified energy questionnaire is a long term goal for international organizations. 
Session 6: Ongoing work in IEA energy statistics and an overview of the latest developments at the IEA (Duncan Millard, IEA)

Duncan Millard from the International Energy Agency (IEA) gave a presentation on the energy statistics and an overview of the latest developments in IEA. This presentation provided information on many subjects, including the new structure of the IEA, the 2015 IEA Ministerial meeting, the highlights of the Paris Agreement, and IEA’s latest dissemination developments, including improvements to their monthly statistics outputs.

Key points:

· A lot of discussion was generated during this session on the differences between monthly and annual statistics and data collecting, the accuracy of each and how to reconcile them. Countries have different approaches on this matter and, thus, there could be a chance to learn something from each other. 
· It was pointed out that we need to take care that we don’t do overlapping work, instead we should continue cooperative work.
Sessions 7: Overview of the mandate and updated work plan of the Oslo Group (Ville Vertanen, Statistics Finland)

Ville Vertanen from Statistics Finland presented the mandate and updated work plan of the Oslo Group. Basically, the Oslo Group addresses issues related to energy statistics. Main outputs of this group are IRES, ESCM, country practices, presentations and papers. In the last OG meeting, several issues were identified where the efforts of the OG should be focused. Six working groups have been established around those issues and four of them are currently active.

Key points: 

· The output of each working group should be considered thoroughly. It is expected that each working group’s leader should be especially active in achieving this.
· It was also noted that current active working groups are focusing mainly on processes, but not on the content (energy statistics methodology) side. 
· The group discussed about the mandate and noted that a lot of the work have been done. However even though mandate could be revised there are still topics to cover. 
Session 8: The Working Group on Energy Data Dissemination Practices

First, the working group leader Gerhardt Bouwer from Statistics South Africa presented the mandate and work plan of the Working Group on Energy Data Dissemination Practices. His presentation also provided information about dissemination practices of Statistics South Africa. In the second presentation Jose Luis Mondragon from INEGI demonstrated the use and functions of the Digital Map of Mexico. This platform was described as “A set of applications and tools that allow construction, consultation, interpretation and analysis of geographic information and geo-referenced statistics”. Next, Juan Herrera from the Energy Secretariat of Mexico described the use of Statistics for the development of National Energy Balance. The fourth presentation was given by Rafael Alexandri from the Energy Secretariat of Mexico, in which he provided an Overview of the New Mexican Energy Model. Alexander Goncharov from the Federal State Statistics Service (Rosstat) gave the next presentation on the Dissemination of Energy Statistics in Russia. In the last presentation on the Energy Data Dissemination in Jordan, Abdel-Motaleb Al-Nugrush from the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resource of Jordan described the overview of data collecting, processing and dissemination in Jordan. 
Key points: 

· Energy data dissemination was seen as a very interesting topic for many OG members. Dissemination can be as important as data itself. The topic is wide and OG members were encouraged to provide country practices concerning it.
· The group discussed about how to disseminate statistics to rural areas in order to motivate these same people to answer questionnaires. This area was seen also as important topic to be covered by country practises. 
· Mexico proposed Geospatial Information to be a new topic for OG and they offered their digital map platform and experiences they already have with the U.S. and Canada for the Oslo Group’s use. This was seen as a very positive idea that should be investigated properly, though many countries may have restrictions to publish geospatial information, often due to confidentiality concerns. It was seen interesting area to look into and to start with feasibility study. 
Session 9: The Working Group on Use of Electronic Data Collection and SDMX

The working group leader Ville Vertanen from Statistics Finland started this session by presenting the mandate of the Working Group on electronic data collection and SDMX. In addition to the mandate, he described the work plan of the working group and presented some points the working group should consider. The next presentation on the Electronic Data Collection at Statistics Canada by Kevin Roberts from Statistics Canada described what advantages electronic data collection has provided for them and alternatively the challenges that still exist. In the third presentation on Implementing SDMX for Energy Domain: From Discussion to Actual Implementation and Testing, Andrii Gritsevskyi from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) described the process of implementing SDMX, including information about technical tools, lessons they learned, points to address and future plans. In the last presentation, Niklas Notstrand from the Swedish Energy Agency provided an overview of Electronic Data Collection in the Swedish Statistical System. The presentation Energy Use in Manufacturing - Data Point Model (DPM) by Ville Maljanen from Statistics Finland and the material related to it was decided to be made available in the Unite Connections after the meeting due to time constraints and its technical content.

Key points:

· International organisations have put a lot of effort into developing SDMX standards and to harmonise data reporting. 
· The main purpose of this session’s SDMX part was to make participants aware of and mentally prepared for SDMX, because it will become more common in the future.
· Eurostat agreed to share with the Group (via the Unite Connections Platform) their draft Data Structure Definition (DSD) for energy statistics, developed with the IEA.
· Oslo Group offered to find piloting countries when organizations are at testing phase.
Session 10: The Working Group on Use of Administrative Data Sources for Energy Data Collection and Validation

The first presentation of this session was given by the working group leader Niklas Notstrand from the Swedish Energy Agency, in which he described The Use of Administrative Data Sources for Statistics in Sweden. This presentation provided information on the statistical system, use of administrative data, the EL Hub project and feasibility studies of Big data in the statistical system. Next, Mike Scrim from Statistics Canada and the representatives from the United States and Mexico co-presented the North American Cooperation on Energy Information (NACEI). They described the cooperation those countries have done so far regarding energy information and the results of this, such as energy trade data statistics, geographic energy information, a trilateral energy outlook and cross reference for energy terminology. In the third presentation on The use of Administrative Sources in Energy Data Collection in Ghana, Salifu Addo from the Energy Commission of Ghana described the framework of data collection, an overview of Ghana’s energy statistics and the use of administrative data. Another presentation followed on the Use of Administrative Data in U.S. Energy Information Administration’s (EIA) Data Program by Stephen Harvey from EIA, in which he described the role of EIA, federal policy regarding the use of administrative data and actual use of administrative data. In the fifth presentation on The use of administrative data sources in the Netherlands, Otto Swertz from Statistics Netherlands analysed the definition of administrative data and also described the use of administrative data with a real example. Thomas Aanensen from Statistics Norway gave the last presentation of this session on Elhub - Electricity data hub. The presentation provided information on the El Hub project, how Statistics Norway plans to use El Hub data for statistical purposes and their contribution to the project so far.

Key points: 

· The use of administrative data has been highly prioritised in most countries, while its limitations (such as differing terminology and possible data quality concerns) need also be considered.
· Possible outputs of the Oslo Group on this topic were considered. One option would be to make a separate report simply listing interesting country practices related to this topic.
· The role of the statistical act is emphasised when it comes to this topic, because without proper legislation the use of administrative data might have serious difficulties.
· Experiences about electricity data hubs from Norway (and other countries implementing these systems) are very valuable and of interest to many OG members. These data hubs will provide access to big data, which will offer many opportunities, but also challenges for data analysis. Some of the members suggested not to delete this data after initial analyses, as data storage costs are low but later potential benefits could be significant.
Session 11: The Working Group on Quality Reviews of Energy Data

The working group leader Kevin Roberts from Statistics Canada started this session by presenting a summary of the efforts of the working group since the last Oslo Group meeting. He continued his presentation describing the six projects of the working group and proposed to put the following three forward for consideration: 1.
Promote the sharing of country practices on ensuring data quality; 2.
Serve as a clearinghouse for information on data quality tools and practices; 3.
Prepare guidelines for conducting periodic quality reviews. In the second presentation on the Improving data quality through IEA training and regional workshops, Duncan Millard from IEA described the trainings and regional workshops organised by IEA and how they improve the quality of data. Next, Alex Blackburn from UNSD gave a presentation on the Current UNSD Work on Data Quality, in which he described the various data quality projects of UNSD. In the fourth presentation on the Quality reporting on energy statistics, Fernando Diaz-Alonso from Eurostat provided an overview of quality reporting in Eurostat and, more specifically, including legal basis of quality, quality criteria, objectives of quality reporting and a new quality reporting template. In the last presentation on the Energy Statistics in Palestine, Abdullah Azzam from the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) described how the PCBS improved data quality using the national energy balance, by identifying and eliminating statistical differences on fuel consumption in the transport sector using a new survey. The survey identified some fuel was being illicitly imported.
Key points: 

· The working group will focus its efforts mainly on projects 1 and 2 as proposed by Statistics Canada.
· Another proposed project was: define minimum steps for quality standards. This one is more difficult, but it will be considered.
· It was suggested to split the working plan into small steps. This will be easier and more motivating for countries, as they can see results of their efforts faster.
Session 12: The Way Forward, Round Table of Working Group Leaders

Ville Vertanen, Chair of the Oslo Group, reviewed the mandate of the group. He also showed which points of the mandate are connected to which working group. The OG was also asked whether the Use of geospatial data in Energy Statistics should form a separate working group, as Mexico proposed. Members were also asked about their will to contribute to the working groups’ work.

Key points:

· Use of geospatial data in Energy Statistics could be a separate working group. The next steps for this WG should be to develop a mandate, working plan and timetable for these activities. As discussed at this agenda point group could start with feasibility study.
· International organisations are willing to offer data for the use of the new Geospatial Data Working Group.

· Working group leaders gave a brief report about timetables and upcoming efforts of the working groups.

It was suggested that the Oslo Group will focus only on two working groups in future. One of those should be Administrative Data Sources and the other Energy Data Dissemination. Other working groups will still exist but they are not the current focus (which can of course change in the future). 
Session 13: Closing the 10th Oslo Group Meeting (Ville Vertanen, Statistics Finland)
Ville Vertanen, the Chair of the Oslo Group, extended his thanks to all the members for their efforts and participation, to the host organisation INEGI for the good facilities and hosting and also to the representatives of Energy Secretariat of Mexico for co-hosting. He was hopeful that he could confirm the place and time for the next Oslo Group meeting in the coming weeks. Then he mentioned that it is very positive that the Oslo Group has got many new members. In the end, Francisco Jiménez of the INEGI thanked all the participants on behalf of the whole host organisation and he also thanked all the INEGI staff who were organising the meeting.

ANNEX 1:  
Oslo Group on Energy Statistics

10th Meeting in Aguascalientes, Mexico
10-13 May 2016
Agenda

The agenda is available on the Oslo Group’s (OG) new website: 

(http://unstats.un.org/oslogroup)

Tuesday, 10 May
Registration (09:00 – 10:00)

Chair: Ville Vertanen
10:00 – 10:30    Session 1   Inauguration

· Opening address and review of agenda, Chair of the Oslo Group, Ville Vertanen, Statistics Finland
· Welcome address from host organization, the National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI), Rolando Ocampo, Vice president, Mexico
10:30 – 11:00
   Group photo and coffee/tea
11:00 – 11:30    Session 2   Update on the International Recommendations for Energy Statistics (IRES) and the Energy Statistics Compilers Manual (ESCM)

(Alex Blackburn, UN Statistics Division)

→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion

11:30 – 12:00   Session 3   Presentation of the working platform Unite Connections and new website (Ville Maljanen, Statistics Finland)
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion

12:00 – 13:00   Lunch 
Chair: Duncan Millard
13:00 – 13:45    Session 4   Presentation on current UNSD work (including the energy SDG indicators, and the accuracy of biomass statistics). (Alex Blackburn, UNSD)

→ Open discussion

→ Conclusion
13:45 – 14:30   Session 5   Presentation of the Latest developments at EU level and relation with Eurostat’s energy statistics (Fernando Diaz-Alonso, Eurostat)
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
Coffee/Tea

14:30 – 15:15   Session 6   Presentation of the energy statistics and an overview of latest developments in IEA (Duncan Millard, IEA)
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
15:15 – 16:15   Session 7   Presentation on the mandate and updated work plan of the Oslo Group (Ville Vertanen, Statistics Finland)
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
Wednesday, 11 May
Chair: Gerhard Bouwer
09:00 – 10:45   Session 8   Presentations of the Working Group on Energy Data Dissemination Practices
· Presentation on the mandate (Gerhard Bouwer, Statistics South Africa)

→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
· Presentations on country practices:
· INEGI: Digital Map of México
· Energy Secretariat of Mexico: The Use of Statistics for the Development of National Energy Balance (Budget)
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
Coffee/Tea
10:45 – 12:00   Session 8   Presentations of the Working Group on Energy Data Dissemination Practices (concluded)
· Presentations on country practices:
· Alexander Kevesh and Alexander Goncharov, Rosstat: Dissemination of Energy Statistics in Russia
· Abdel-Motaleb Al-Nugrush, Statistics and Information Unit Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources, Jordania: Energy data dissemination in Jordania
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
12:00 – 13:00   Lunch

Chair: Ville Vertanen
13:00 – 14:45   Session 9   Presentations of the Working Group on Use of Electronic Data Collection and SDMX (Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange) 

· Presentation on the mandate (Ville Vertanen, Statistics Finland)
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
· Presentations on country practices:
· Kevin Roberts, Statistics Canada: Electronic Data Collection at Statistics Canada
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion

Coffee/Tea

14:45 – 16:30   Session 9   Presentations of the Working Group on Use of Electronic Data Collection and SDMX (Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange) (concluded)
· Presentations on country practices:
· Andrii Gritsevskyi, IAEA: Implementing SDMX for Energy Domain: From Discussion to Actual Implementation and Testing
· Niklas Notstrand, Swedish Energy Agency: Data collection methods and web based data collection
· Ville Maljanen, Statistics Finland: Electronic Data Collection at Statistics Finland
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
19:00
Official Dinner sponsored by INEGI at the Gran Hotel Alameda
Thursday, 12 May
Chair: Niklas Notstrand


09:00 – 10:45   Session 10   Presentations of the Working Group on Use of Administrative Data Sources for Energy Data Collection and Validation 
· Presentations on country practices:

· Niklas Notstrand, Swedish Energy Agency: The use of administrative data sources for energy data collection and validation in Sweden

· Mike Scrim, Statistics Canada (co-presenting with the US and Mexico): North American Cooperation on Energy Information (NACEI)
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
Coffee/Tea

10:45 – 12:00   Session 10   Presentations of the Working Group on Use of Administrative Data Sources for Energy Data Collection and Validation
· Presentations on country practices:
· Salifu Addo, Energy Commission of Ghana: The use of administrative data sources for energy data collection and validation in Ghana
· Stephen Harvey, U.S. Energy Information Administration: Use of Administrative Data in U.S. Energy Statistics
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
12:00 – 13:00 Lunch
13:00 – 16:30   Session 10   Presentations of the Working Group on Use of Administrative Data Sources for Energy Data Collection and Validation
· Presentations on country practices:
· Otto Swertz, Statistics Netherlands: The use of administrative data sources for energy data collection and validation in Netherlands
· Thomas Aanensen, Statistics Norway: Elhub - Electricity data hub
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
17:00
Social event organized by INEGI; A city tour of Aguascalientes by tourist bus
Friday, 13 May
Chair:  Kevin Roberts
09:00 – 10:45   Session 11   Presentations of the Working Group on Quality Reviews of Energy Data 

· Presentation on the mandate (Kevin Roberts, Statistics Canada)
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
· Presentations on country practices:
· Duncan Millard, International Energy Agency: Training and Regional Workshops
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
Coffee/Tea

10:45 – 12:30   Session 11   Presentations of the Working Group on Quality Reviews of Energy Data
· Presentations on country practices:
· Alex Blackburn, UNSD: Update on Data Quality Activies at the UN
· Fernando Diaz-Alonso, Eurostat: Evolution in the Area of Quality reporting in the EU
· Abdallah Azzam, Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics: Quality Processes that are used in the Compilation of the Energy Balances
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
12:30 – 13:30   Lunch
Chair: Ville Vertanen
13:30 – 14:00   Session 12   The Way Forward, Round Table of Working Group Leaders

14:00 – 14:30   Session 13   Closing of the 10th Oslo Group meeting (Ville Vertanen, Statistics Finland)
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