
Report of the 9th Oslo Group Meeting

5-8 May 2014, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, UAE 
The 9th Oslo Group (OG) meeting was held in Abu Dhabi, UAE from 5-8 May and was hosted by the National Bureau of Statistics and the Abu Dhabi National Oil Corporation (ADNOC).  The meeting gathered 35 representatives from 21 countries and 6 international and regional organizations (UNSD, Eurostat, IEA, IRENA, IAEA and the GCC-STAT). This report contains the main points and conclusions from the meeting.  The agenda of the meeting and the list of participants are presented in Annex 1 and Annex 2, respectively.
Session 1: Inauguration

The meeting was opened by Mr. Ali Salim Bu Haroon, followed by welcoming addresses from the National Bureau of Statistics (H.E / Mr. Rashid Al Suwaidi), the Ministry of Energy           ( H.E / Dr. Matar Hamed AlNeyadi – Undersecretary, Ministry of Energy) and ADNOC          ( Eng. Saeed Salim Al Hosani).
In his opening address, Mr. Andy Kohut, Chair of the Oslo Group, welcomed all participants to the 9th meeting of the Oslo Group and thanked everyone for their ongoing support and collaboration.  On behalf of the members, he offered sincere thanks to the National Bureau of Statistics and ADNOC for hosting the event, and for their hospitality and generosity.
He highlighted the progress on energy statistics and achievements by the Oslo Group.  Over the years, the Oslo Group has been promoting and supporting the collection, use and dissemination of good quality, comparable, complete energy data at the global level.  As well, the Oslo Group created a forum and a network of contacts to share ideas and experience, and work together to help each other move forward with our energy statistics programs.   The first main output was the “International Recommendations for Energy Statistics” (IRES) that identifies the nature and scope of energy statistics that should be collected, along with common definitions, variables and concepts.   The IRES was endorsed by the United Nations Statistical Commission in 2011, and is now being used broadly.  Next, the Oslo Group has been working on the “Energy Statistics Compilers Manual” which will be a practical guide to help energy programs to implement the recommendations in the IRES.  With that work nearly complete, the Oslo Group has agreed to tackle new issues and challenges to further promote and support the collection and use of good energy data, turning to other specific topics of interest such as energy indicators, energy prices, the use of administrative data sources, the collection of data on renewable energy, electronic data collection, data dissemination and quality reviews of energy data.
The main objectives of the meeting were to discuss these new topics, to exchange ideas and experiences, and for the OG to develop its work plan for the next few years.  In each session, there would be presenters who would share information on country practices and work underway.  Discussants would then highlight issues, challenges and themes, then raise questions for the consideration of the group in order to identify the specific work to be carried out by the OG in the future.  Andy Kohut proceeded with a roundtable of introductions and review of the agenda.  

Session 2: Energy Statistics Compilers Manual 

Alex Blackburn of the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) made a presentation on the Energy Statistics Compilers Manual (ESCM). The presentation described the work underway to finalize the manual, including the editing process, the changes made to the chapters, and the need for additional country practices.
Work is now in the final stages for completing the manual.  The UNSD is leading these efforts.  Outstanding work includes the following:

· Split chapter 4 into two separate chapters.   The new chapter 4 will describe the Generic Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM) (taken from the original chapter 4) along with the data quality measures for each step in the survey process (from chapter 8).  The original chapter 4 will now focus only on energy-specific data sources and data collection.
· Chapter 8 will focus on data quality assurance frameworks and metadata.

· Adding a few more energy-specific country practices.
· Follow up with Norway on chapter 6, to either remove or reduce the chapter.  Work is behind schedule.  Members agreed that this work should not slow down the finalization of the manual.  If necessary, the chapter could be added later, given that there is still time for a review process.
· Remove chapter 7 on energy indicators.  It was agreed that this chapter did not fit into the ESCM as it is not about how to collect and disseminate quality, comparable energy data, but rather how the final data can be used and applied.  However, this topic merits special attention, and will be the focus of ongoing OG work.

· Make other small changes and edits (e.g. renumber chapters).
The next version of the draft ESCM will be made available for a final round of review and comment, as soon as it is ready.
The Oslo Group:

· Appreciated the efforts, but do not want this work to be delayed.  Members urged that the ESCM be completed as soon as possible, and made available to countries for use in the development and improvement of their energy statistics programs.
· Requested that translation of the manual begin as soon as possible.  Countries are willing to contribute to translating the ESCM.
Session 3: Energy balances
Alex Blackburn of the UNSD made a presentation on Energy Balances Based on IRES.  This presentation provided information on the updates to databases, questionnaires, and publications to comply with the principles of International Recommendations for Energy Statistics (IRES) for the energy and commodity balances. 
The Oslo Group: 
· Discussed the benefits of having a consistent approach and format for energy balances and encouraged international organizations to collaborate on the development and implementation of a harmonized approach.
Sessions 4: Energy indicators
This session included a presentation on Energy Indicators by Andy Kohut of Statistics Canada and a second presentation on the IEA Manual on Data for Energy Efficiency Indicators by Roberta Quadrelli of the International Energy Agency (IEA).  The first presentation described what energy indicators are, their usage, what makes a good indicator, and the different types of energy indicators.  The next presentation explained IEA’s work on data and methodologies for energy efficiency indicators and an overview of their manual entitled Energy Efficiency Indicators: Fundamentals on Statistics. 
The Oslo Group: 
· Expressed a lot of interest in this topic.  Efforts by the OG should continue, but need to know more in order to be able to decide what to do.
· Should consult with users to learn about what indicators they need.  There are many types of energy indicators, so perhaps the OG should work to organize and classify indicators to make it easier for countries to find the ones they are interested in.  A menu of indicators could be developed. Such a categorized list of indicators, with additional information, would essentially be the replacement of the original chapter 7 of the ESCM, now targeted as a separate publication.
· Noted that work is being done on some types of energy indicators by different international organizations.  The OG should not duplicate those efforts.  The OG should probably not recommend particular indicators or standards, given that countries have varying needs and interests.  However, there are very good opportunities to promote the sharing of information and experiences in the development and use of indicators.
· Suggested a working group be established to consider these ideas, and come back with a plan.

Session 5: Collection and compilation of energy prices
Presentation on the United Kingdom Experience with Energy Prices by Iain MacLeay of the UK Department of Energy & Climate Change.  The presentation described the types of prices such as wholesale, domestic, industrial, etc, as well as the issues and statistical challenges associated with energy prices. 
The Oslo Group: 
· While not all OG members are active in this area, there was a good amount of interest expressed in moving forward on this topic.
· Should scope out the issues, needs, and opportunities relating to energy prices, and develop a structured approach.
· Suggested a working group be established to develop an action plan.

Session 6:  The use of administrative data sources for data collection and/or data validation
During this session, Iain MacLeay of the UK Department of Energy & Climate Change (DECC) made a presentation on the UK National Energy Efficiency Data Framework in which he explained how the DECC uses administrative data and the future developments in this area.  The next presentation on the Use of Administrative Data Sources for Data Collection by Khamis Raddad of the National Bureau of Statistics of the United Arab Emirates described the main steps in the collection and use of administrative data in the United Arab Emirates.  In the third presentation entitled the Use of Administrative Data in Canada, Jacqueline Gravel provided an overview of the use of administrative data at Statistics Canada and, more specifically, their applications in the Energy Statistics Program.  Also, she provided some information on a feasibility study on the Use of Big Data using smart meters to track electricity consumption.
The Oslo Group:
· Many countries are moving towards the greater use of administrative data sources.
· There are many opportunities and challenges that will have to be addressed, and the OG should be able to provide a practical and useful contribution.
· Of course, each country has its own unique needs and institutional arrangements relating to administrative data, so the OG should not focus on the development of generic recommendations or standards.  Rather, the OG should look towards organizing and sharing country practices, and discussing the advantages and disadvantages (challenges) in dealing with administrative sources.  Some of the common considerations that could be addressed include:  the legal basis for sharing data, methodologies that can be used, the challenges of big data, data confidentiality, etc.
· Suggested a working group be established to consider these ideas and propose a strategy for moving forward.

Sessions 7: The collection of data on renewable energy

Four presentations were made on the topic of renewable energy.  The first, by Wolfgang Bitterman of Statistics Austria, looked at Data Collection and Modelling on Renewables and Implementation into the Energy Balances.  He described their efforts to gather data on types of renewables such as solar radiation, geothermal heat, and solid biomass.  The presentation also covered the data sources, calculation methodology, and challenges with collecting such data.  Next, Olivier Lavagne d’Ortigue provided an overview of IRENA Statistics Work and Renewable Energy Data Collection activities, including renewable energy statistics challenges, and the production of a manual, as well as training materials being developed by their organization.  Another presentation followed on the Danish Wood Pellet Survey and Results by Ali Zarnaghi of the Danish Energy Agency, in which he explained the survey process and data outputs.  In the last presentation on the Energy Statistics in Palestine, Abdallah Azzam of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics described the different forms of renewable energy and the data collection methods being used, in addition to statistical outputs, administrative records, dissemination and challenges. 
The Oslo Group: 
· The collection of data on renewables is considered an area of growing interest and priority in many countries.  However, a lot of work is currently underway in a variety of international organizations, such as the IEA, Eurostat, IRENA, etc.   The OG should not look to duplicate or re-invent these efforts.

· Raised concerns about the possibility of multiple surveys being put in place by different organizations, increasing burden on respondents, duplicating efforts, creating conflicting data sets, etc.   While the OG determined that it should not take the lead on further work in this area, it encouraged these various organizations to collaborate in order to harmonize efforts.
· Agreed to serve as a forum where other organizations could come to present information for discussion and feedback.

Session 8: The use of electronic data collection systems and Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange (SDMX) for energy statistics

In the first presentation on the Basics of SDMX, Alex Blackburn of the UNSD outlined not only the basics of SDMX, but the possible applications, advantages and SDMX implementation in energy.  During the second presentation on the Malaysia Energy Information Hub (MEIH) by Zaharin Zulkifli of the Energy Commission of Malaysia, participants learned the innovative benefits and functionalities (e.g. data submission, analysis, etc) of a hub.  In the third presentation on IEA’s Experience on the Electronic System of Data Submission (EDMC), Roberta Quadrelli of the International Energy Agency (IEA) explained the online reporting tool, its importance and how to use the EDMC.
The Oslo Group: 
· There is growing interest in the area of electronic data collection in countries.  It was agreed that more country practices should be added to the ESCM in order to share information and experience.  

· International organizations are particularly interested in the adoption of SDMX to harmonize reporting.  It was agreed that energy-specific definitions for use with SDMX would be useful sometime in the future, and that much of the necessary work is already done, namely a harmonised list of products and flows (IRES/SIEC).
· Should find a country that has successfully moved to the use of SDMX, then profile their experience to demonstrate the benefits, work required to implement, the costs, etc. so that others can learn.
· To identify the challenges and advantages relating to the use of SDMX.

Session 9: Energy data dissemination practices
Niklas Notstrand of the Swedish Energy Agency made a presentation on the Disclosure Control System in the Swedish Statistical System.  He described the legal and ethical aspects as well as the need to protect respondents’ information. The presentation also provided information on how disclosure control is part of the statistical process and an example of the IT-tool used in Sweden.   Tawfik Azer of the Egyptian National Committee – World Energy Council made a presentation on the Energy Use in Egypt.  The presentation included an overview of Egypt’s energy data and the importance of disseminating reliable energy statistics as energy plays a critical role in the social and economic development.  In the third presentation on the Energy Data Dissemination Practices in Ghana, Salifu Addo of the Energy Commission of Ghana elaborated on the procedures to disseminate energy statistics (e.g. timeliness, data available at no cost, confidentiality, feedback and means of dissemination) and the challenges associated with those practices.  Hans Pouwelse of Statistics Netherlands made a presentation on the Revision of Energy Statistics, Policy and Practice, more specifically the different approaches to statistical revisions, pros and cons and challenges.
The Oslo Group: 
· There were several practical issues and concerns raised relating to energy data dissemination, where the OG could make a useful contribution.   Examples include:  data confidentiality and suppression, timeliness, the challenges of using administrative data, new issues relating to electronic dissemination, revision policy, metadata, the use of social media, broadening access to data (and reducing barriers to access), etc.
· Suggested a working group should be established to review these ideas and determine how the OG can make useful contributions, where to start, which issues are the priorities, etc.   

Sessions 10: Quality reviews of energy data

Kevin Roberts of Statistics Canada made a presentation on the Quality Review of the Energy Statistics Program.  The presentation described the quality review strategy used at Statistics Canada to complement formal audits, and highlighted it’s low cost, flexibility, adaptability as well as other benefits.  A second presentation by Wolfgang Bittermann of Statistics Austria on the Quality Review of Energy Data in Austria elaborated on the importance of collaboration, standard documentation and metadata in the quality review of energy data. 
The Oslo Group: 
· Agreed that ensuring data quality is an ongoing and important responsibility of energy statistics programs.  Country approaches and experiences should be shared.   There are already many good examples from a variety of countries and organizations of quality assurance frameworks and strategies.
· Should not look to re-invent that well-established body of work, but rather to focus on energy-specific examples.   Are there standards, principles, indicators or practices in the energy domain that could be shared?   What are the weaknesses and strengths of each?
· Suggested a working group should be established to follow-up on these ideas and to develop an approach for future work of the OG.

Session 11:  Closing of the 9th Oslo Group meeting
Mr. Andy Kohut, Chair of the Oslo Group, summarized the topics discussed during the meeting and future work of the OG.  The Group agreed to carry on with efforts on six of the seven new topics, except for renewable energy.  The OG meetings will be used as a forum for this last topic as opposed to duplicating work already undertaken by other organizations.
A sign-up sheet to gather the names of volunteers interested in working on the different topics was circulated at the meeting and will also be sent by e-mail to give an opportunity to other member countries that were not able to attend the OG meeting to indicate their interest in contributing to the work on these topics.  Members were also encouraged to sign up interested colleagues from their countries or organizations to contribute to these working groups, as participation is not limited to OG members.
The Chair extended his thanks to all the members, chairs and discussants at this meeting for their efforts and participation.  In addition, he recognized the outstanding contributions of long-serving members who are leaving the committee.  This includes Jean-Yves Garnier of the International Energy Agency, Ilaria di Matteo of the UNSD, and Hans Pouwelse of Statistics Netherlands.  Mr. Kohut also informed the Oslo Group members that, as a result of a recent reorganization at Statistics Canada, he is no longer responsible for the energy statistics program.  Therefore, this has been his last meeting as Chair and representative of Statistics Canada.  However, Statistics Canada will continue with its responsibilities as Chair and Secretariat until another country is selected to take over.
Roberto Lopez of the Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Geografía (INEGI) invited members to the 10th OG meeting to take place in Mexico in 2015.  
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