
Report for the 8th Oslo Group Meeting

24-27 September 2013, Baku, Azerbaijan
The 8th Oslo Group (OG) meeting was held in Baku, Azerbaijan, from 24-27 September and was hosted by the State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan.  The main objectives of the meeting were to review the updated draft chapters of the Energy Statistics Compilers Manual (ESCM), share country practices and experiences, agree on the next steps for finalizing the ESCM, and discuss options for refreshing the mandate of the OG.  The meeting gathered 27 representatives from 18 countries and 3 international organizations (UNSD, IEA, IAEA). This report contains the main points and conclusions from the meeting.  The agenda of the meeting and the list of participants are presented in Annex 1 and Annex 2, respectively.
Session 1: Inauguration

The meeting was opened by Mr. Andy Kohut, Chair of the Oslo Group and Director of the Manufacturing and Energy Division at Statistics Canada. He welcomed all participants to the 8th meeting of the Oslo Group and thanked everyone for their commitment to the Oslo Group.  A roundtable of introductions followed with special thanks to Norway and to the previous Chair, Mr. Olav Ljones for his contribution to the Oslo Group.  He concluded by thanking the State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan for hosting the meeting and for their hospitality.
Mr. Yusif Yusifov, Deputy Chairman of the State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan greeted participants on behalf of Mr. Arif Veliyev, Chairman of the State Statistical Committee.  He also mentioned that the State Statistical Committee has been participating in international meetings for many years and appreciates the opportunity to collaborate on these important issues.  They are very happy to meet everyone and hosting this meeting.
Mr. Kohut ended the introduction of the meeting with a review of the agenda.  Chapter coordinators were asked to present an overview of their respective chapters and comments from the last virtual meeting, and to focus on changes since the last version.  Then discussants were to to highlight key messages or themes from the chapter, raise questions or ideas for the consideration of the group, and to stimulate the discussion in order to provide the chapter coordinators with constructive feedback to finalize the chapters.  In preparation for the last session of this meeting, he asked the participants to start thinking over the next few days about the opportunities for going forward, of the role for the OG group to play after the completion of the ESCM.

Session 2: Introduction to the Energy Statistics Compilers Manual (ESCM)
Ms. Ilaria DiMatteo from the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) gave a presentation on the work done and progress so far on the ESCM, as well as on the plan for its finalization.  The nine chapters follow closely the International Recommendations for Energy Statistics (IRES).  However, the IRES presents recommendations on the scope and content of energy data collection whereas the ESCM’s purpose is to provide concrete methods, practical examples, and support for the improved collection of quality, complete, comparable energy statistics.  The original timeline for the ESCM manual envisaged its completion by the end of this year.  This Oslo Group meeting is to review the available drafts and see whether this is still a feasible timeline.  It was mentioned that once the substantive content is considered to be sufficient, UNSD will consolidate and edit the chapters and circulate the whole document for a final round of comments.  She also informed the Oslo Group that, because of the non-prescriptive nature of this type of document, the ESCM does not need to go through a formal adoption process by the United Nations Statistical Commission (UNSC), but it is envisaged that it would be submitted to the UNSC as background document.
Summary of the main comments and questions
· Is the UNSD planning to maintain the content of the country practices?  The website of the country practices is expected to be reflecting the most recent practices from countries.  The OG members, in particular, are encouraged to keep their country practices up-to-date online so these continue to be relevant and useful.  In this regard, it was suggested to include a time stamp to each country practices to reflect past practices as well.
· When will the final version of the IRES be ready?  It was mentioned that IRES will be submitted to publication at the end of this year and it is planned that it will be translated into the official UN languages.  

· Will the ESCM be translated?  Will countries have the opportunity to review the translation of the manual before publication?  As indicated from the beginning of the preparation process, the ESCM is envisaged to be published in printed and electronic format and will be translated in the official UN languages.
· When will the ESCM be updated, who will make the decision, and who will take the lead?  Details on the updates to the ESCM have not been discussed yet, but it is envisaged that the review of the ESCM will take place every few years (for example 5, 10 years) and there will be a continuous update of the on-line country practices. UNSD and the OG will make recommendations on when to make future revisions to the ESCM, how this should happen, and who should take the lead.

· In order to keep the original timeline for the ESCM, Chapter coordinators should finalize their chapters by end of November. Afterwards, UNSD will assemble the manual, review all chapters together to ensure consistency and to avoid duplication, then circulate to the OG members for final review, comment and possibly minor editing.  In general it was felt that the deadline of the end of 2013 was very ambitious but all efforts will be made to keep this timeline. 
Session 3: Chapter 1 Introduction
During this session Mr. Andy Kohut presented the updated draft of Chapter 1 on behalf of coordinator Mr. Peter Comisari of the Australian Bureau of Statistics.
Summary of the main comments:
· The introduction should include some more text on the uses and users of energy statistics. (e.g. users, policy purposes, etc).  
· In the current draft the description of the conceptual framework of the ESCM is presented in parallel with the conceptual framework of the SEEA-Energy.  This makes the text hard to follow and it was suggested to present first the conceptual framework of the ESCM and in a separate section highlight the main differences with the conceptual framework of the SEEA-Energy. Details on these differences will be elaborated in Chapter 6.
· More in general, it was felt that the manual, including this chapter, should focus on the data collection for energy statistics and to represent the implementation counterpart of IRES, and this should be clear upfront. Therefore, the relation of ESCM with IRES is much more important than just the relation with another existing publication or classification. 

· In this perspective, national accounts should be limited to appear as one of the possible applications of energy statistics (such as calculation of CO2 emissions, etc). 
· As mentioned, references to SEEA and accounts are embedded everywhere in the text, and should be removed. Still, the language in the chapter uses a lot of account-related terms, such as “energy stocks”, or the inconsistent use of the word “supply”. These should be eliminated to avoid creating confusion to the reader. 
· In the last section on the ‘Links with other conceptual/statistical frameworks” seems to deal more on the links with other publications related to energy and it is suggested that it describes how all these publications are related to each other.
· The chapter should be reviewed in line with the other chapters to ensure consistency and no unnecessary duplication of text.
· Chapter coordinators should provide Mr. Peter Comisari with a summary of their chapters to incorporate into Chapter 1 by mid-November.

Session 4: Chapter 2: Legal Framework and Institutional Arrangements

During this session, Mr. Carlos Roberto López-Pérez from Statistics Mexico (INEGI), chapter coordinator, presented an updated draft of Chapter 2. 
Summary of the main comments:

· While, in general, there is a lot of information in the text, the structure of the chapter is hard to follow.  It was suggested to re-organize the chapter (see presentation of the discussant for a suggested new structure of the chapter) and include the country practices in a format similar to that in the other chapters (and not in a tabular format at the end of the chapter).  In general, the group agreed with the suggested new structure.  
· The text should not refer to the preparation of this specific chapter (and how the country practices were collected) as this will be described for the whole ESCM in the introduction chapter of the ESCM.
· The chapter is based on the perspective that National Offices are the main institutions working in energy data collection. However, this is not necessarily true, as it often happens that Energy Ministries or Energy Agencies collect data and share the information with Statistical Offices. This should be clearer in the chapter.  

· The collection of practices in the annex should also be reviewed to present a balanced list, and to take into account who is the main entity collecting energy data in the countries presented.

· Include a reference to administrative data sources and how the legal and institutional setting affects the access and the use of such data sources. It would be useful to have examples of administrative data and the challenges for increasing the use of this type of data.
· In general, it was recognized that this chapter is hard to write since it deals more with the institutional and legal organizations producing energy statistics, and not so much with the statistics themselves.  The text should be applicable to a wide range of situations in countries and follow the principles of official statistics. 
· The chapter should be reviewed in line with the other chapters to ensure consistency and no unnecessary duplication of text.
Session 5: Chapter 3: Classifications 

During this session, Ms Ilaria DiMatteo of the UNSD, chapter coordinator, gave a presentation on the updated draft of chapter 3.
Summary of the main comments 
· Include more practical examples demonstrating how to resolve some issues of classification which are mentioned in the text.  For example, show how to deal with the problem of one classification being broader than the other; the use of custom data for the trade of biodiesel and the necessary adjustments to properly use the data in energy statistics; the collection of data on blast furnace.  It was mentioned that the presentation on country experience on these issues may also be well suited in chapter 4, this chapter will be reviewed at a later stage to decide where to include them.
· There was a question whether or not the classification of residuals which is contained in the SEEA-Energy should be reflected in this chapter as well.  Since the scope of chapter 6 has been reduced (see the Summary of the main comments for chapter 6), the presentation of this classification will not be addressed in this chapter and a reference be given in chapter 6.  

· It was mentioned that the discussion on the heat and electricity plants may overlap with chapter 5 on energy balances.  Chapter 3 will be reviewed at a later stage together with chapter 5 to ensure that there is no unnecessary overlap.  Similar is the case of ‘heat pump’: there was a question on whether the treatment and classification of heat pump should be dealt with in this chapter or in chapter 5 on energy balances.  These two chapter will be reviewed together to see where to best place this discussion.
· Include some reference on the geographic boundaries 
· Mention in the text that classifications are an important component of metadata as well.
· The chapter should be reviewed in line with the other chapters to ensure consistency and no unnecessary duplication of text.
Session 6: Chapter 4: Data Sources and Data Collection

During this session, Mr. Wolfgang Bittermann of Statistics Austria, chapter coordinator presented the updated draft of Chapter 4.
Summary of the main comments 
· In general, the Group suggested to organize the chapter according to the different types of flows (such as production, imports/exports, stocks, international bunkers etc.) and type of energy products, if necessary.  For each flow (and product when necessary) there should be a list of possible data collection methods (surveys, administrative data, etc.) with their advantages and disadvantages as well as a reference to the relevant statistical units.

· The table presented in page 3 of the chapter was considered very useful to present the information.  It was suggested to organize the table more in line with the data items of IRES and therefore include flows such as production, imports/exports, international bunkers etc. rather than ‘supply’, ‘transformation energy consumption’ ‘energy prices’.  The table should not include energy efficiency and energy poverty since they are not part of the data items in IRES
· Because of the importance of this chapter, the length should not be a constraining issue in the drafting as long as the text is presented in a balanced way.  There was a suggestion to present country practices in boxes with focus on a specific topic/issue.  If needed, a more lengthy description of the country practice could be either provided in an annex or in an electronic version of the ESCM. In general, it was suggested to include more country practices.
· There was a general agreement to include in this chapter an overview of the Generic Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM) in order to give upfront an overview of the different stages of the statistical production process.
· There was a discussion on the role of ‘modelling’ in the statistical production process and its presentation in the chapter. Modelling can be used as a method used for data validation, and as a data source when the original data cannot be directly observed (for example, energy production by solar panels). Some consideration about confidentiality when modelling should be mentioned.
· There was a suggestion to include some text on the data collection for Calorific values.

· It was suggested to include text on data sources/data collection methods for solid biofuels and include country practices on this topic (Ghana was suggested to be contacted in this regard).
· Some specific country practices were identified during the meeting: they include for example: Statistics Canada on Industrial Consumption of Energy; Azerbaijan and UK on household energy consumption; Finland on the Internet questionnaire. 
· This chapter is a, if not the, core chapter of the Manual. Many countries will be looking for good and bets practices. As a consequence, there is a need to increase the number of examples and make sure that all sectors are covered in terms of practices. Examples should also cover the collection of biomass data for developed and developing countries. 

· The text should include a reference to the frequency of data collection as different considerations come into place when collecting monthly, quarterly and annual data.
· The text should not contain detailed description on how to design, plan and carry out surveys.  While the information is considered important, references should be made to handbooks and other relevant material to the extent possible.
· The chapter should contain references to confidentiality and the importance of legal basis for data collection.  Some suggested to include some text on the data validation.

Sessions 7 and 8: Country Practices on Data Sources and Data Collection

During this session the following presentations were given on country practices:
Presentation on the “Energy Statistics of Petrochemical Industry – Challenges and Possible Solutions” by Mr. Hans Pouwelse of Statistics Netherlands.  The presentation described the issues of properly recording of energy transformation in the petrochemical industries because of the difficulties in distinguishing between the chemical and energy products produced by the industry and obtaining the correct information from these industries. Ways in which these problems where addressed were presented as well.
Summary of the discussion and main comments 

· During the discussion it was highlighted the importance of continued communication and good relations with the companies and having subject-matter expertise to validate the data.  Acquiring and retaining the subject-matter knowledge is a challenge. When collecting the data from companies, it is also important to follow-up with them to better assess the data.  These aspects should be mentioned in the ESCM.
· It was suggested to use this country practice to highlight the importance of the communication with respondents.  Hans offered to prepare some text on the country experience on the Netherlands to be included in Chapter 4.

Presentation on the “Data Collection in Energy Use in Manufacturing (Internet questionnaire)” by Mr. Ville Vertanen of Statistics Finland.  The presentation described the Internet-based survey used in Finland for the data collection of energy use in Manufacturing and the tutorial video that was developed to assist in using the online survey.
Summary of the discussion and main comments
· It was mentioned that this was a good country example on the use of online data collection to include in the ESCM.  It was suggested that  a link to the online tutorial video and to the Internet questionnaire would be included in the online country practices.
· How long has the system been in place?  This system has been in use for a number of years now and 85% of respondents use electronic questionnaire.  The rest is coming in paper form or respondents can send their data to a specific site for uploading.  The users can open the questionnaire after to fill in missing data.  The user can save at any point and continue later.
· Did you notice some changes in terms of response rate or speed of responding or response burden when you switched to the electronic questionnaire?   It was mentioned that data are coming in faster and the data processing is greatly reduced since the database is populated automatically. The response burden, however, was considered to be about the same.  
· Is there a difference in data quality?   Data quality improved.  However, at the beginning, having too many checks/validation points in the electronic questionnaire was problematic and frustrated the respondents.  Lesson to be learned is be careful how many edits are included.
· How do you identify the companies? How do you issue the usernames and passwords? And what is the frequency for submissions?  First select companies to be in survey.  Every year it’s different, there are also monthly, yearly and quarterly surveys.  User ID and password given at beginning then reminder e-mails are sent to respondents.  We have to follow-up with the companies, call them and send reminders.
· Similar online data collection systems are also used in Statistics Sweden (with the option to complete paper questionnaire as well), Austria (where data can be uploaded directly by the respondents) and Malaysia.

Presentation on the “United Arab Emirates Experience in Energy Statistics” by Mr. Khamis Abdelrahman Raddad of the National Bureau of Statistics, United Arab Emirates. The presentation described the institutional set up in the country and the plans to improve and strengthen the energy statistics programme in the country.
Summary of the discussion and main comments 
· The development of an energy statistical plan was considered very useful and something that all countries should have. 
· It was mentioned that often the issue was not about getting the data, but ensuring the consistency of the data.  
· Do you collect numbers on reserves or you get these from another organization?  The data on reserves are from the companies.

Session 9: Chapter 5: Compilation of Energy Balances

During this session Ms. Ann Christin Bøeng of Statistics Norway, chapter coordinator presented the updated draft of Chapter 5.
Summary of the main comments 
· There was a general comment on the structure of the chapter as it was felt that sometimes it is hard to follow.  It was suggested to have a clearer split between commodity and energy balances in the chapter and have a general description of the balances closer to that in IRES (e.g. top, middle and bottom blocks). 

· It was suggested that the chapter could be streamlined, and that methodological discussions could be expanded, possibly in annexes. (e.g. blast furnaces assumptions, CHP efficiency; variability of Calorific values by flow, country, time; etc,). Annexes could also be used to elaborate on exceptions or special treatments of certain flows/products (for example, the recording of hybrid and electric cars).
· The chapter should contain a discussion on heat pumps and the recording of energy use/production in desalination plants when they are combined with electricity plants.

· The whole list of sections 5-10 (Domestic supply and transfers to Statistical Differences) should be under the section 4.2 “Energy flows”.  Statistical difference should be presented earlier in the chapter as part of the methodology, not at the end. 
· It was also suggested to include a graphical representation of energy balances, for example a “Sankey”type of balance flow chart.   
Session 10: Chapter 6:  Energy Accounts

During this session Ms. Ilaria DiMatteo presented an updated outline of Chapter 6 on behalf of chapter coordinator Ms. Kristine Kolshus of Statistics Norway.  

Summary of the main comments
· Overall the Oslo Group appreciated the efforts to prepare the annotated outline of chapter 6.
· Even though the OG recognized the importance of having a chapter on the energy accounts in the ESCM, there was a general concern on the work that still has to be done in both collecting country practices and preparing practical guidance in the compilation of the full set of accounts. It was therefore suggested to keep a limited scope in the chapter with focus on the adjustments from energy statistics/balances to the physical SUT and keep only a reference to the rest of the accounts (monetary and hybrid flow account and asset accounts).
· It was suggested that further guidance on the full set of accounts could be developed after the completion of the ESCM with the active participation and collaboration of the London Group. The modalities of this work were not discussed.
· In general, a few countries in the OG were interested in contributing in this chapter: Statistics Norway (as chapter coordinator) and possibly Australia, which however was not at the meeting and will be contacted in this regard. Very few OG members work in that area.
· The preparation of this chapter should be coordinated with the London Group. The cooperation with the London Group was important to ensure consistent guidelines on energy statistics, balances and accounts.
· The Oslo Group will share the work that has been done so far on the ESCM at the next London Group meeting.  In general, the OG was open to contribute to the work on the energy accounts and their implementation, for example, by reviewing documents and providing experts to training workshops, etc.
· The primary focus of the ESCM should be on energy flows and balances.  It is important to recognize that energy statistics will feed many users and uses (e.g. energy accounts, GHG indicators, energy efficiency), but the manual should not focus its efforts on all of those applications.  Rather, the ESCM should acknowledge the importance of these various uses, then point the readers to other, more detailed documents produced by other groups. The OG does not want to recreate or duplicate work already being done by other groups.   Rather, the ESCM should redirect users to those other products for more details on energy accounts.  

· Concerns were expressed that the energy accounts section would hold back the finalization of the ESCM since it is not as advanced as the other chapters.
· The audience for the ESCM is primarily those people working on energy statistics and balances.   Most countries have different teams working on energy accounts.

Sessions 11 and 12: Chapter 7: Compilation of Energy indicators and Greenhouse Gas Emissions

During this session, Mr. Martin Howley of the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, chapter coordinator, presented an updated draft of Chapter 7.
Summary of the main comments 
· It was suggested to mention from the beginning the objective of the chapter which is to provide examples of indicators that are generally compiled in energy statistics and not to present a prescriptive list of indicators to be calculated by countries.  The chapter should emphasize the importance of collecting and compiling good basic energy statistics as they feed into the calculation of indicators to monitor/plan/forecast, and the importance of methodological information on definitions, classifications used in the indicators. 

· The structure could be revisited to include at the beginning some general consideration on indicators followed by the presentation of country examples. 

· Members of the Oslo Group were strongly encouraged to provide the chapter coordinator with text on selected indicators compiled in their country.
· To what level of detail should this chapter expand on GHG?  Environmental indicators are very important, but illustrations give the impression it’s mostly about CO2 as opposed to GHG.
· It was felt that there should be a clear distinction across the chapter between i) basic energy indicators, those that can be obtained from energy balances, coupled or not with socio-economic information, and ii) energy efficiency indicators, requiring more detailed end-use specific data. Although a section on energy efficiency is now included at the end of the chapter, the terminology “energy efficiency” is used across the chapter without such distinction.

· The chapter presents many indicators and it was suggested that, since the intention of the chapter is not to provide a list of indicators to calculate nor a comprehensive review of indicators that can be calculated, the chapter could also just present a limited number  of indicators (for which country practices are available).  
Session 13: Chapter 8: Data Quality and Metadata

During this session Mrs. Jacqueline Gravel presented the updated draft of Chapter 8 on behalf of Mr. Andy Kohut, Statistics Canada, chapter coordinator.
Summary of the main comments 
· The chapter was considered very useful in providing practical guidance and concrete examples of what quality means.  More country examples specific to energy statistics should be included in the text.  The annexes could be used to provide additional descriptions/explanations/tables.
· The presentation of the GSBPM was considered very useful and because of its relevance for data collection it was suggested to move it in earlier chapters of the ESCM, in particular to chapter 4.  
· Indicate that metadata is documentation.
· The section starting on page 11 is difficult to follow and understand.  
· The description of the different steps in page 21 was considered very useful. It was suggested to include more examples from other countries – specific to energy - in the section on data quality as well as metadata.
· Sweden offered to provide an example from a decentralized organization.
· Expand the information on quality control, using energy examples.
· It was discussed the placement of this chapter in the ESCM.  Some felt that it could be better place before chapter 4 since it is important to understand the quality recommendations before learning about collection strategies. The decision will be taken at a later stage when all the chapters are put together.
· The chapter is missing specific checks on energy statistics.  However, these are described in Chapter 5 on Energy Balances.  The chapter should refer to these.
· The text should acknowledge that while it can be a demanding process to put in place a GSBPM and ensure high data quality, every effort should be made at any stage of the statistical production process to ensure the highest data quality.
Presentations on country practices:

A presentation was given by Mr. Yusif Yusifov of the State Statistical Committee of Azerbaijan on the country practice of “Quality management and metadata for crude oil statistics in the State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan”. The presentations described the work that has been carried out in the State Statistical Committee of Azerbaijan to apply the GSBPM to the specifics of the collection and compilation of oil statistics and the challenges encountered.
Summary of the discussion and main comments:

· Even though it is demanding to implement and document the various stages of the GSBPM in terms of time, skilled resources and expertise, there are clear benefits in its implementation.
A presentation was given by Mr. Iain MacLeay of the Department of Energy & Climate Change on the country practice of “Data Quality – UK Activities”. The presentation covered the activities routinely carried out in the UK to ensure data quality in the different stages of the statistical production process.  This helped to identify areas of further improvement.
Summary of the discussion and main comments:
· Who is involved in the quality review?  Currently this activity is carried out by the energy statistics team, but it would probably be better practice to carry it out as part of a larger group.  At a later stage would be good to do so to add more value.
· How far back do you revise the data?  We have a revisions policy on our web site.  For monthly, we typically revise a few months back and 3-5 years for an annual, but it can vary depending on reasons for the revisions.
Sessions 14 and 15: Chapter 9: Data dissemination

During this session, Mr. Robert Maluta Kwinda from the National Department of Energy South Africa, chapter coordinator, presented the updated draft of Chapter 9. 
Summary of the main comments 
· The chapter should rely heavily on country examples which are at the moment missing.  Members of the Oslo Group were highly encouraged to submit their country examples in dissemination to be included in the chapter.  
· The chapter should elaborate on procedures to disseminate micro level data and include some country examples on their policy for the dissemination of micro data and making data available to researchers.
· Given the new dissemination tools of data through social media such as Twitter, it was suggested to include a reference to these and present some country examples.
· Elaborate, through country examples, on the possible strategies to overcome confidentiality as a barrier to the dissemination of data (e.g. aggregate the data, request permission from the entity to release the data, etc.).
· The chapter should mention also some of the barriers to data access such as costs, technology etc.
· Include country practices on how data are published. Examples of tables to disseminate data could be included in the chapter.  Indicate at what level to disseminate the data.  .
· The text could mention the dissemination policies used in the cases when the statistical offices provide services for third parties.  Include information concerning disclosure issue.  Sweden offered to provide information regarding this disclosure.
Session 16: Future Activities of UNSD and IEA
During this session, the following presentations were given:  “Future Activities on Energy Statistics” and “SEEA Energy Implementation” by Ms. Ilaria DiMatteo of the UNSD; “Future Activities of the IEA on Energy Statistics” by Mr. Jean-Yves Garnier of the International Energy Agency.

The work of UNSD in energy statistics is mainly focused in: the implementation of the IRES through training workshops and the development of training material; the improvement of data collection and dissemination tools; and the development of methodological guidelines and handbooks.  Ms. DiMatteo also presented the work that is carried out by UNSD on the System of environmental Economic accounting for Energy and its implementation plan where the coordination with OG is particularly important to ensure consistency and reliability of the basic information that feeds into the accounts.  
The main activities of the IEA aim at improving the quality of OECD and non-OECD statistics by strengthening built-in checks, updating and developing manuals as well as training; providing more detailed information through extended data coverage; and continuously improving the dissemination of statistical products (e.g. interactive access with iPhone application and dynamic website).
Session 17:  Planning the Future of the Oslo Group
· The members agreed that the Oslo Group should continue to work, with an extended mandate.
· The 9th OG meeting will be hosted by the United Arab Emirates in Abu Dhabi.  The next meeting is planned for early May 2014.
· The Chair of the Oslo Group thanked the representatives of the United Arab Emirates for inviting the members and offering to host the 9th OG meeting.
A number of suggestions were put on the table for the future work of the Oslo Group.  They include the following:
· Continue working on data collection, but focus on a particular theme of interest such as administrative data, exchange of data, other sources of data, and best practices.
· Another possibility is to pursue work on data analysis as a logical next step to data collection.  This would include working on energy indicators.  
· The Oslo Group is a great forum to exchange experiences.  It is recommended the Group continues to share practices and update the web site on country practices regularly.
· The OG could continue to be involved in supporting UNSD in the development of standards and concepts, for example in the case of renewable energy.
· Data dissemination evolves with technology, therefore it is suggested to pursue this topic further and share more practices on dissemination specific to energy.
· Explore the topic of energy prices, both at the national and international level as IRES does not go too much into details.
· In addition, examine spatial energy statistics, GIS.
· From IEA’s presentation on “Looking Ahead – InterEnerStat and Oslo Group”, it is suggested the Oslo Group be involved in the following activities of InterEnerStat, for example: the harmonization of training material and common training sessions which is a priority for many organizations; the development of a manual on specific topics relating to methodology; tharmonized guidelines on data quality checking/framework; and the developing guidelines on good practices in the collection of data on solid biofuels.
· Overall there was support for addressing the topic of renewable energy, particularly biomass data collection.  The Oslo Group could continue to serve as a forum to discuss and review data collection and compilation methods.
· It was also suggested that the OG could consider addressing selected data needs to assess/measure “low carbon economy” which countries are increasingly being asked to provide information about
· The OG could share practices on data quality reviews.
· Pursue the work on developing a SEDMX standard for energy statistics..

Session 18:  Closing of the 8th Oslo Group meeting
Mr. Andy Kohut, Chair of the Oslo Group, presented the following conclusions of the meeting:
Finalization of the ESCM:
· He thanked the chairs, chapter coordinators, and discussants for the progress made towards finalizing the chapters, but reminded that additional work is needed to bring the chapter to a more final stage where they can be submitted to UNSD for final editing.  Overall there was a general consensus that the end of December is an ambitious deadline.
· The OG8 report will be valuable input for preparing the next versions of chapters.  Some chapters will require more work than others.  Participants who offered to provide country practices were asked to submit these to the chapter coordinators as soon as possible.
· Final versions of the chapters should be prepared and submitted for mid December 2013.  The deadline was extended to mid January 2014.
· The OG website will be updated.
New work plan/mandate of the Oslo Group:

· Participants were encouraged to provide additional ideas on possible new topics to be taken up by the Oslo Group by sending an email to the Chair and Secretariat of the Oslo Group.  The Chair and Secretariat of the OG will consult with the OG members in the planning of the next meeting.
· A document will also be prepared on the proposed future activities of the Oslo Group.  These will be shared with all members of the Group for comments.
Cooperation with the London Group:
· The Chair will consult with the London Group on Chapter 6, Energy Accounts, and provide an update on the OG work.
· The OG is willing to contribute to the implementation of the SEEA-Energy by reviewing material, providing feedback to UNSD on SEEA Energy and otherwise providing expertise in energy statistics.  
ANNEX 1:  
Oslo Group on Energy Statistics (OG)

8th Meeting in Baku, Azerbaijan

24-27 September 2013

Updated Final Agenda

Agenda available on OG website at: http://www.oslogroup.org/index.asp?page=/ogmeetings/eighthmeeting.html
Tuesday, 24 September

Registration (09:00 – 10:00)

Chair:  Andy Kohut
10:00 – 10:30    Session 1   Inauguration

· Opening address and review of agenda, Chair of the Oslo Group, Andy Kohut, Statistics Canada

· Welcome address from host organization, Mr. Arif Veliyev, Chairman of the State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan

10:30 – 11:00
   Coffee/Tea

11:00 – 11:30    Session 2   Introduction to the Energy Statistics Compilers Manual (ESCM)

 (Ilaria DiMatteo, UN Statistics Division)  

· The roles and contributions of countries, organizations and UNSD 

· Purpose, outline, and target audience of the ESCM 
11:30 – 12:30    Session 3   Chapter 1:  Introduction

· Purpose: Agree on final layout and content of chapter 1

· Presentation of final draft of chapter 1 (Coordinator - Andy Kohut, Statistics Canada, on behalf of Peter Comisari, Australian Bureau of Statistics) 

· Discussant:  

· Andy Kohut (Statistics Canada) 

→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion
12:30 – 13:30   Group photo and lunch 

Chair:  Ville Vertanen
13:30 – 15:00   Session 4   Chapter 2: Legal framework and institutional arrangements

· Purpose: Agree on final layout and content of chapter 2
· Presentation of final draft of chapter 2 (Coordinator - Carlos Roberto López Pérez, Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Geografía, Mexico)

Discussants:

· Ilaria DiMatteo (UN Statistics Division)

→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion


15:00-15:30   Coffee/Tea

15:30-17:00   Session 5    Chapter 3: Classifications

· Purpose: Agree on final layout and content of chapter 3
· Presentation of final draft of chapter 3 (Coordinator - Ilaria DiMatteo, UN Statistics Division)

Discussants:

· Ann Christin Bøeng (Statistics Norway)
→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion

Wednesday, 25 September

Chair: Ilaria DiMatteo


09:30 – 11:00   Session 6   Chapter 4: Data sources and data collection
· Purpose: Agree on final layout and content of chapter 4
· Presentation of final draft of chapter 4 (Coordinator - Wolfgang Bittermann, Statistics Austria)

Discussants: 

· Robert Maluta Kwinda (Department of Energy South Africa)
· Ville Vertanen (Statistics Finland)
→ Open discussion

11:00 - 11:30   Coffee/Tea

11:30 - 12:30   Session 7    Chapter 4: Data sources and data collection
→ Open discussion (continued on Chapter 4)

→ Conclusion

Presentation of country practices:

· Energy Statistics of Petrochemical Industry – Challenges and Possible Solutions (Hans Pouwelse, Statistics Netherlands)
12:30 – 13:30   Lunch

Chair: Martin Howley
13:30 - 15:00   Session 8    Chapter 4: Data sources and data collection
Presentation of country practices:

· Data Collection in Energy Use in Manufacturing (internet questionnaire) (Ville Vertanen, Statistics Finland)
· United Arab Emirates Experience in Energy Statistics
(Khamis Abdelrahman Raddad, National Bureau of Statistics, United Arab Emirates)
→ Open discussion

→ Conclusion

15:00 - 15:30: Coffee/Tea


15:30 – 17:00   Session 9   Chapter 5: Compilation of energy balances

· Purpose: Agree on final layout and content of chapter 5

· Presentation of final draft of chapter 5 (Coordinator - Ann Christin Bøeng,   Statistics Norway)

Discussants:

· Iain MacLeay (United Kingdom Department of Energy and Climate Change)

· Roberta Quadrelli (International Energy Agency)

→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion

Thursday, 26 September

Chair: Andy Kohut

09:30 – 11:00   Session 10   Chapter 6: Energy accounts

· Purpose: Agree on draft layout and content of chapter 6 

· Presentation of first draft of chapter 6 (Coordinator – Ilaria DiMatteo, UN Statistics Division on behalf of Kristine Kolshus of Statistics Norway)

Discussants:

· Wolfgang Bittermann (Statistics Austria)

· Ilaria DiMatteo (UN Statistics Division)


→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion

11:00 - 11:30   Coffee/Tea

11:30 – 12:30   Session 11   Chapter 7: Compilation of Energy Indicators and Greenhouse Gas Emissions

· Purpose: Agree on final layout and content of chapter 7
· Presentation of final draft of chapter 7 (Coordinator – Martin Howley, Sustainable Energy Authority of  Ireland)

Discussants:

· Carlos Roberto López Pérez (Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Geografía, Mexico)
· Andrii Gritsevskyi (International Atomic Energy Agency, Austria)

→ Open discussion


12:30 – 13:30 Lunch

13:30 – 14:30 Session 12   Chapter 7: Compilation of Energy Indicators and Greenhouse Gas Emissions

→ Open discussion (continued on Chapter 7)
→ Conclusion

14:30 – 18:30 Visit to the Gobustan Museum

19:30 – 21:30 Official dinner by the State Statistical Committee

Friday, 27 September

Chair:  Carlos Roberto López Pérez

09:30 – 11:00   Session 13   Chapter 8: Data quality and metadata

· Purpose: Agree on final layout and content of chapter 8
· Presentation of final draft of chapter 8 (Coordinator – Jacqueline Gravel on behalf of Andy Kohut, Statistics Canada)
Presentation of country practices:

· Quality Management and Metadata for Crude Oil Statistics in the State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan (Yusif Yusifov, State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan)

· United Kingdom Practices – Data Quality Training, Revisions Policy and Monitoring and Data Quality Issues (Iain MacLeay, United Kingdom Department of Energy and Climate Change)

Discussants

· Hans Pouwelse (Statistics Netherlands)

· Ali Zarnaghi (Danish Energy Agency)

→ Open discussion

→ Conclusion

11:00 – 11:30   Coffee/Tea

11:30 – 12:30   Session 14   Chapter 9: Data dissemination

· Purpose: Agree on final layout and content of chapter 9
· Presentation of final draft of chapter 9 (Coordinator - Robert Maluta Kwinda, Department of Energy South Africa)
Discussants 

· Alexander Goncharov (Federal State Statistics Service, Rosstat,
Russian Federation)
· Martin Howley (Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland)
→ Open discussion


12:30 – 13:30   Lunch

Chair: Andy Kohut

13:30 – 14:00   Session 15   Chapter 9: Data dissemination

→ Open discussion (continued on Chapter 9)
→ Conclusion

14:00 – 14:30   Session 16   Future activities of the UNSD and the IEA

· UN Statistics Division:  Ilaria DiMatteo

· International Energy Agency:  Jean-Yves Garnier

14:30 – 15:15   Session 17    Planning the future of the Oslo Group
· Discussants:

· Andy Kohut, Statistics Canada

· Ilaria DiMatteo, UN Statistics Division

· Jean-Yves Garnier, International Energy Agency

→ Open discussion
→ Conclusion

→ Recommendations to the UN Statistical Commission

15:15 – 15:30  Session 18    Closing of the 8th Oslo Group meeting (Andy Kohut, Statistics Canada)
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