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Key Milestones

3 4
Mar. - Sep. 

2015
Sep. – Nov. 

2015
1 2

 Inception Phase
 3 regional Workshops and country 

missions  preliminary preparations

 Pre-Survey Phase
 Questionnaires customization,
 Pretesting of questionnaires,
 Training of trainers, supervisors, 

and enumerators; 
 Finalization of survey instruments 

and guidelines.

 Regional Technical 
Workshop

 Sampling design
Questionnaires and operational 

guidelines, and
Plans for country field operations 

and implementation

 Survey Phase – Conduct of Pilot Survey 
Georgia (30 September – 20 October 2015)
Mongolia (18 September – 15 November 

2015)
Philippines (15 September to 10 October 

2015)

Jul. 2013 –
Dec. 2014

Apr. 2015 Dec. 2015– Apr. 2018

Post-Survey Phase
 Data processing, data validation and 

preliminary tabulations,
 Country and regional workshop on 

data validation, generation of 
sampling weights, and tabulations, 

 Providing inputs to UNSD’s EDGE 
team for preparation of 
Methodological guidelines

 Analysis, report writing, publication
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Key Milestones
Web release of ADB-EDGE Integrated Report (April 2018)

https://www.adb.org/publ
ications/measuring-asset-
ownership-
entrepreneurship-gender-
survey



Key Milestones

 Inputs for Final EDGE Guidelines

https://unstats.un.org/edge/index.cshtml

https://unstats.un.org/edge/methodology/asset/

https://unstats.un.org/edge/index.cshtml


Publication of Knowledge Products

Country Reports
Integrated Report



Survey Design and Implementation

Survey instruments and Assets coverage

Module Respondent

(2) Household questionnaire • Primary Respondent

Individual questionnaire • Primary Respondent, 
Spouse/partner of PR, 
third randomly 
selected household 
member

(3) Dwelling

(4) Agricultural Land

(5) Livestock

(6) Agricultural Equipment (Small and Large)

(7) Non-agricultural enterprises

(8) Other real estate

(9) Consumer Durables

(10) Financial assets and (11) Liabilities

(12) Valuables



Survey Design and Implementation (cont’d)

Sampling Design Development

 Sampling design – A two-stage stratified sampling design 

was adopted for Georgia and Cavite, Philippines while three 

stage selection process for Mongolia.

Participating 
country Coverage

Sample Size 
(households)

Georgia Nationally 
representative 

3,160

Mongolia Nationally 
representative 

3,008

Philippines Province of Cavite only 1,536



Survey Design and Implementation (cont’d)

Data Collection Strategy

 Face-to-face paper based interviews 

 Respondent selection protocol - administered to at  most 3 adult 

(18+) members of the household 

1. Primary Respondent (PR)

2. Spouse/partner (if available) together defined as the 

Principal couple

3. Third adult randomly selected if there are more than 3 

adults in a household

 Respondents were interviewed simultaneously and 

independently.



Survey Design and Implementation (cont’d)

Data Collection Strategy

 Team approach – each team comprising 2 to 5 members 

(enumerator/supervisor)

 Intra-country technical trainings and ADB-UNSD 

missions – provide guidance to pilot countries during 

field enumeration



Survey Results

Profile of Respondents and Households

Incidence of Asset Ownership

Distribution by Types and Forms of Ownership

Alienation rights
Right to sell
Right to bequeath

Modes of Acquisition

Self- Assigned Ownership versus Ownership 
Assigned by Any Respondents



Profile of Respondents and Households
Number of Households and Respondents 

Actually Surveyed

Country

Number of 
Households

Number of 
Respondents

Urban Rural All Urban Rural All

Georgia 1,495 1,288 2,783 3,182 2,755 5,937

Mongolia 1,873 1,089 2,962 3,495 2,097 5,592

Cavite, 
Philippines

928 608 1,536 2,064 1,392 3,456

 Majority of the surveyed households 

across the three pilot surveys live in urban 

areas. 

 The number of women respondents are 

generally higher than the number of men 

respondents.

Number of Respondents by Characteristics

Country
Primary Respondent

Spouse of Primary 
Respondent

Other 
Respondents

Total 
Respondents

Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women

Georgia 1,200 1,577 564 868 735 993 2,499 3,438

Mongolia 1,183 1,750 852 800 453 554 2,488 3,104

Cavite, Philippines 758 719 377 646 470 486 1,605 1,851



Profile of Respondents and Households
Distribution of Respondents 

by Key Sociodemographic Characteristics

Sociodemographic 

characteristics
Georgia Mongolia

Cavite, 

Philippines

Average household size 3.4 3.7 4.4

Average Age of Respondents

Male 48 42 39

Female 50 42 40

Sex (%)

Male 42.1 44.5 46.4

Female 57.9 55.5 53.6

Marital Status (%)

Married 66.1 71.3 67.7

Widowed/Separated/Divorced 19.3 13.9 11.5

Never Married 14.6 14.8 20.8

Educational Level (%)

Primary or lower 3.2 26.9 17.2

Secondary 43.4 45.3 46.1

Post secondary Non-tertiary 24.5 n.a. n.a.

Tertiary or above 29.0 27.7 36.4

Status in Employment - past 

week (%)

Employed 57.0 60.4 50.2

Not engaged in economic 

activity
43.0 39.6 49.8

 The average household size is 

between 3 to 4.

 Age of respondents ranges 

from 39 to 50 years old.

 About 7 in 10 respondents are 

married.

 More than 40% have attained 

secondary level education

 About 6 in 10 respondents are 

employed in Georgia and 

Mongolia



Incidence of Ownership: Key Assets

Incidence of Ownership: Key Assets
Incidence of Ownership: Key Assets

Self-Assigned Ownership, by Country, Sex, and Type of Ownership
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Documented ownership Reported ownership

➢ Men are more likely to be owners of the key
assets.

➢ Dwelling has the highest incidence of
ownership in the three pilot countries.

➢ The incidence of ownership of agricultural
land is much lower in Mongolia and the
Philippines compared to Georgia.

➢ Gender disparity is evident in Georgia and
Mongolia but least evident in the Philippines.

➢ Incidence of reported ownership is generally
higher than the incidence of documented
ownership. This is particularly evident in
Georgia.



Incidence of Ownership: Key Assets

Incidence of Ownership: Other Assets
Incidence of Reported Ownership: Other Assets

Self-Assigned Ownership, by Country, and Sex
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➢ The incidence of ownership of consumer durables is
highest among all assets in all the three countries.

➢ Less than 7% of adults own large agricultural
equipment and ownership in Mongolia and the
Philippines is almost negligible.

➢ Incidence of ownership of financial asset is low in
Georgia.

➢ Overall, men are more likely to be owners of the assets.

➢ Women are slightly more likely to own financial assets
than men in Mongolia, and the Philippines.

➢ In the Philippines, women more likely to own non-
agricultural enterprise than men.



Incidence of Ownership: Key Assets

Forms of Ownership: Key Assets
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Exclusive Male Exclusive Female

Principal Couple All Household members

Other joint ownership Joint Ownership with non-household members

Distribution of Reported and Documented Key Assets Owners 

Self-Assigned Ownership, by Country and Forms of Ownership
➢ Exclusive ownership by men is the

dominant form of ownership for all assets
in Mongolia.

➢ In Georgia, joint ownership by all
members of the household is the most
common among reported owners but this
shifts to exclusive male owners for
documented ownership.

➢ In the Philippines, ownership by the
principal couple and joint ownership with
non-household members are common.

➢ Gender disparity in exclusive ownership
is highest in Mongolia for both reported
and documented ownership



Alienation Rights
Distribution of Right to Sell

For Selected Assets, by Country and Sex

Distribution of Right to Sell

For Selected Assets, by Country and Sex

➢ A larger proportion of
Mongolian men and women
owners have exclusive economic
rights over sale and bequeaths
compared to owners in the
other countries.

➢ In both Georgia and the
Philippines, decision to sell or
bequeath the asset is more
consultative in nature

➢ More women as compared to
men reported not having the
right to sell or bequeath the
assets that they owned



Modes of Acquisition
Distribution of Reported Asset Owners 

Self Assigned Ownership, by Country and Mode of Acquisition
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Founded or Purchased Inherited Acquired due to marital law/custom Allocated/gift Government program Others

➢ Dwelling Owners in Mongolia and the Philippines
are most likely to purchase their dwelling. In
Georgia allocation/ gift dominated men owners’
acquisition while most women owners acquired the
asset because of marital law/ custom.

➢ For both men and women, the dominant means to
acquire land is through purchases in Georgia; via
government programs in Mongolia and through
inheritance in the Philippines.

➢ Other real estate and non-agricultural enterprises
mostly purchased or founded in all three countries.

➢ Gender gap is apparent in Georgia, inheritance and
allocation/gift favors men.



Self-Assigned Approach vs. Ownership Assigned by Any 
Respondent Approach

Comparison of Reported and Documented Ownership Estimates (%), 

by type of approach and sex:  Georgia, Mongolia, and the Philippines

Reported

Country Asset

Ownership Assigned by 
Any Respondent

Self-Assigned Ownership

Men Women Men Women

Georgia

Dwelling unit 84.7 82.6 80.4 75.9

Agricultural land 51 40.5 47.7 34.1

Other real estate 17.2 12.8 15.7 10.1

Mongolia

Dwelling unit 54.9 34 59.6 32.8

Agricultural land 8.4 2.4 8 2

Other real estate 18 10.8 16.3 10.4

Philippines

Dwelling unit 35.6 35.9 34.4 34.2

Agricultural land 4.6 3.7 4.8 3.2

Other real estate 6.3 6.1 5.7 5.4

Documented

Country
Asset

Ownership Assigned by 
Any Respondent

Self-Assigned Ownership

Men Women Men Women

Georgia

Dwelling unit 52.3 40.6 46.3 33.4

Agricultural land 32.2 16.5 30.6 12.6

Other real estate 10.4 6.8 10.6 5.9

Mongolia

Dwelling unit 48.1 28.6 50.7 26.9

Agricultural land 7.3 1.5 6.3 1.4

Other real estate 15.3 9.5 13.8 8.5

Philippines

Dwelling unit 24.5 21.7 22.7 19.2

Agricultural land 3.9 3.3 4.1 2.6

Other real estate 4.9 4.1 4.4 3.3

➢ In general, incidence of reported
and documented ownership are
generally higher using the OAAR
approach.

➢ Reported and documented
dwelling ownership for Mongolian
men using the self-assigned
approach is higher by 5 and 3
percentage points, respectively.

➢ Georgia shows the largest
difference for reported and
documented ownership, where
the self-assigned approach gives
lower estimates.



Lessons Learned

 Country teams direct and active 

involvement played a pivotal role in 

achieving the objectives of the project.

 Support and ownership for the project 

from NSO leadership - Chief 

Statistician.

 Strong partnership among agencies 

involved is essential for successful 

implementation - UNSD, ADB and NSOs.

 Rigorous training at all levels - special 

emphasis should be given on new 

concepts (i.e., primary respondent, 

principal couple, etc) to ensure 

uniform understanding of concepts.

 Survey manual should contain more 

examples which may be encountered 

during the actual field operation.

 New challenges for survey design that 

is focused on individual males and 

females as respondents and 

implications of non-response bias.



Conclusion and Way Forward
✓ The extent of gender gaps varies by country and by asset

type in each country, but generally, inequalities are higher

in respect of the core assets such as dwelling, agricultural

land, and other real estate.

✓ Valuable lessons were learned on improving survey methods,

questionnaire and survey design, interview protocols, field

operations, and processing of data in the implementation of

the field surveys.

✓ For institutionalization of such surveys in national statistics

programs, commitment from NSOs and support from

development partners is needed.



Conclusion and Way Forward

✓ Pilot surveys have demonstrated feasibility of
collecting individual-level asset data.

✓ Pilot surveys produced rich inputs for the United
Nations Guidelines on Producing Statistics on
Asset Ownership from a Gender Perspective.

✓ Pilot surveys quantified for the first time the

incidence and related indicators of asset

ownership by men and women.



Thank you!


