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1. IntroducƟon 

In our increasingly data-driven era, the journey of Official StaƟsƟcs is marked by conƟnuous evoluƟon, 
responding to the needs of a globally interconnected world. The Fundamental Principles of Official 
StaƟsƟcs (FPOS), established by the StaƟsƟcal Commission (the Commission) in 1994 and endorsed by the 
General Assembly in 20141, have played a pivotal role in this dynamic progression. These principles, rooted 
in openness, transparency, and professional independence, are more crucial than ever. They ensure that 
Official StaƟsƟcs remain relevant, trustworthy, and effecƟve, providing a framework for producing reliable 
staƟsƟcs and fostering mutual understanding among naƟons. 

The adopƟon of the FPOS reflects a commitment to maintaining the highest standards in staƟsƟcal 
pracƟces. They support the integrity and objecƟvity of staƟsƟcal data, which is crucial for informed 
governance and sustaining public trust. These principles guide the development and disseminaƟon of 
Official StaƟsƟcs, influencing policies across economic, demographic, social, and environmental domains. 
Their global recogniƟon and adopƟon underscore the importance of Official StaƟsƟcs as a reliable 
foundaƟon for understanding and improving our world. 

The FPOS have significantly influenced the compilaƟon of various staƟsƟcal standards globally. The 
European RegulaƟon on European StaƟsƟcs, amended in 20152, fully aligns with the FPOS. The European 
StaƟsƟcs Code of PracƟce, introduced in 20053, is an operaƟonal extension of the FPOS and has inspired 
the creaƟon of other regional codes of pracƟce for Official StaƟsƟcs, such as the African Charter on 
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StaƟsƟcs4, the ASEAN Code for StaƟsƟcs5, and the Code of Good PracƟce in StaƟsƟcs for LaƟn America and 
the Caribbean6. AddiƟonally, the Generic Law on Official StaƟsƟcs for Eastern Europe, Caucasus, and 
Central Asia7, which is craŌed from the FPOS, has been issued in mulƟple languages and adapted by the 
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia8 and the Economic Commission for LaƟn America and 
the Caribbean9 to ensure that the FPOS are tailored to the unique situaƟons in these regions. 

The DisseminaƟon Standards of the InternaƟonal Monetary Fund10, formulated in 1996 and 1997, also 
incorporate the FPOS, notably equal access (Principle 1), professional autonomy (Principle 2), and 
transparency (Principle 3). Similarly, the RecommendaƟon of the OECD Council on Good StaƟsƟcal 
PracƟces11 and the United NaƟons NaƟonal Quality Assurance Framework12 and other frameworks at 
regional and naƟonal levels have integrated the FPOS. This integraƟon ensures that naƟonal staƟsƟcal 
pracƟces meet internaƟonal benchmarks of quality, transparency, and reliability, underscoring the role of 
the FPOS in enhancing the quality and credibility of staƟsƟcal pracƟces across naƟons. 

This document delves into the historical context, evoluƟon, and universal significance of the FPOS. We 
explore how these principles have been adapted to meet the demands of a changing data landscape and 
the contemporary challenges faced by Official StaƟsƟcs. This exploraƟon reaffirms the enduring 
importance of the FPOS as beacons of trust, relevance, and scienƟfic rigor in Official StaƟsƟcs. Upholding 
these principles enables the naƟonal staƟsƟcal office and other producers of Official StaƟsƟcs (staƟsƟcal 
authoriƟes or NaƟonal StaƟsƟcal System) to offer detailed insights into our progress towards the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), highlight areas needing concerted acƟon, and guide global efforts 
towards sustainable futures. 

2. DisƟncƟveness of Official StaƟsƟcs 

In the diverse data and informaƟon landscape, Official StaƟsƟcs uniquely stand out, disƟnguished by their 
foundaƟonal principles, purpose, and pracƟces. These staƟsƟcs are more than just numbers; they 
encapsulate the objecƟve reality of a naƟon's economic, social, and environmental condiƟons. They serve 
as an indispensable tool for informed decision-making and policy guidance. Unlike other data sources that 
may cater to narrower managerial, regulatory, administraƟve, and commercial purposes, Official StaƟsƟcs 
serve the broader public good, providing criƟcal insights into societal progress and challenges. 

At the heart of Official StaƟsƟcs lies their fundamental purpose, which is to serve as objecƟve indicators 
of a naƟon's progress in areas of development and well-being. By upholding the principles of relevance, 
imparƟality, and equal access, as outlined in the FPOS, these staƟsƟcs transcend parƟsan interests and 
agendas. They offer an accurate reflecƟon of a naƟon's developmental strides, forming an indispensable 
foundaƟon for an informed ciƟzenry, accountable governance, and effecƟve policy formulaƟon. 

Moreover, an unwavering adherence to professional standards and ethics further cements the unique 
standing of Official StaƟsƟcs. These standards ensure that the methods and procedures uƟlized in data 
collecƟon, processing, and presentaƟon are scienƟfically sound and universally comparable. This steadfast 
commitment posiƟons Official StaƟsƟcs as a vital tool for global understanding, enabling meaningful 
comparisons across different naƟons and over Ɵme. It provides a comprehensive and coherent view of 
societal trends and dynamics, crucial for a broad range of stakeholders from policymakers to researchers. 
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Beyond their methodological rigor, Official StaƟsƟcs have a broader societal impact that extends beyond 
organizaƟonal boundaries. They inform public policy, guide economic planning, and monitor global 
iniƟaƟves like the SDGs. This expansive role is underpinned by a commitment to transparency and 
accountability, fostering a culture of informed decision-making and democraƟc engagement. 

 

Figure 1: DefiniƟon of Official StaƟsƟcs 

 

 

 

The public's trust in Official StaƟsƟcs is deeply rooted in their integrity, comparability, and adherence to 
universal standards. This trust is further reinforced by the staƟsƟcal authoriƟes' mandate to correct 
erroneous interpretaƟons and maintain strict confidenƟality for individual data. Such commitments 
ensure that Official StaƟsƟcs are not only accurate but also respected and trusted as reliable reflecƟons of 
societal realiƟes. 

Moreover, Official StaƟsƟcs are disƟnguished by the global collaboraƟon they inspire. Using internaƟonal 
concepts, classificaƟons, and methods promotes consistency and efficiency, ensuring that staƟsƟcs are 
relevant both naƟonally and internaƟonally. This collaboraƟon fosters a shared approach to global 
challenges, underscoring the role of Official StaƟsƟcs as a unifying element in the global informaƟon 
ecosystem. 

Finally, the robust legal and insƟtuƟonal frameworks supporƟng Official StaƟsƟcs are criƟcal to their 
comprehensive scope and societal relevance. These frameworks ensure that the staƟsƟcs 



Empowering Official StaƟsƟcs: 
Upholding the Fundamental Principles to Stay Relevant 

 4 | P a g e  

comprehensively reflect societal condiƟons and trends, providing a basis for informed public discourse 
and policymaking. In this way, Official StaƟsƟcs stand as a cornerstone of a well-informed and democraƟc 
society, disƟnguishing themselves significantly from other data types. 

3. The Fundamental Principles of Official StaƟsƟcs 

Genesis and Global Endorsement of the FPOS 

The FPOS originated at a pivotal moment in history, parƟcularly during the early 1990s transiƟon of Eastern 
European countries from planned to market economies. Conceived in 1991 by the Conference of European 
StaƟsƟcians, the FPOS were designed to guide these transiƟoning naƟons in establishing robust and 
independent staƟsƟcal systems. Recognizing their broader importance, the United NaƟons Economic 
Commission for Europe (ECE) endorsed the FPOS in 199213, highlighƟng their potenƟal as a standard for 
staƟsƟcal integrity and professionalism beyond naƟonal boundaries. 

 

Figure 2: The Genesis of the FPOS 

 

 

The recogniƟon of the FPOS's universal applicability was solidified in 1994 when the United NaƟons 
StaƟsƟcal Commission adopted them. This endorsement was criƟcal in establishing the FPOS as 
foundaƟonal guidelines for the global staƟsƟcal community. Later, the United NaƟons General Assembly's 
adopƟon in 2014 underscored their role as essenƟal standards, ensuring that Official StaƟsƟcs worldwide 
serve as reliable tools for understanding and improving societal condiƟons. The FPOS advocate for 
staƟsƟcal producƟon based on scienƟfic methods, professional ethics, and transparency, underpinning 
their relevance and trustworthiness in informing global policy and governance. 

Principle 1: Relevance, Impartiality, and Equal Access 

Overview: 

Principle 1 underscores the importance of relevance, imparƟality, and equal access in the compilaƟon and 
disseminaƟon of Official StaƟsƟcs. This principle is foundaƟonal, seƫng the standard for how Official 
StaƟsƟcs should be managed and presented to ensure they serve the needs of a democraƟc society 
effecƟvely. 
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Key Aspects: 

1. Relevance: 

 Official staƟsƟcs should be relevant to users' needs, including government, businesses, 
research insƟtuƟons, and the general public. 

 This involves ensuring that the data collected, processed, and disseminated addresses the key 
issues and quesƟons perƟnent to societal, environmental, and economic developments. 

2. ImparƟality: 

 ImparƟality in Official StaƟsƟcs means that data collecƟon and processing should be free from 
non-solicited poliƟcal or other external interferences. 

 It ensures that staƟsƟcal outputs are objecƟve, reliable, and produced in a neutral manner, 
maintaining the integrity of the data. 

3. Equal Access: 

 Equal access implies that all users have equal opportunity to access and use Official StaƟsƟcs. 

 This principle is crucial for transparency and democraƟc processes, as it allows ciƟzens, 
policymakers, and other users to make informed decisions based on the same set of reliable 
data. 

Conclusion: 

Principle 1 of the FPOS establishes the essenƟal framework for producing and disseminaƟng staƟsƟcal 
informaƟon. By adhering to relevance, imparƟality, and equal access, staƟsƟcal authoriƟes can ensure that 
their work effecƟvely meets the needs of a democraƟc society, maintains public trust, and supports 
informed decision-making. 

Principle 2: Professional Standards, Scientific Principles, and Professional Ethics 

Overview: 

Principle 2 of The FPOS underscores the importance of maintaining professional standards, adhering to 
scienƟfic principles, and upholding professional ethics in Official StaƟsƟcs. This principle is not just a 
guideline; it's a commitment to excellence, ensuring the credibility, reliability, and integrity of staƟsƟcal 
data. It represents a foundaƟonal pillar for trustworthy and respected staƟsƟcal pracƟces. 

Key Aspects: 

1. Professional Standards: 

 Upholding high professional standards is a fundamental expectaƟon for staƟsƟcal authoriƟes. 
This encompasses employing appropriate methodologies, ensuring accuracy in data collecƟon 
and processing, and maintaining rigor in data analysis and disseminaƟon. It is not just about 
following procedures; it is about striving for excellence and precision in every aspect of 
staƟsƟcal work. 
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 Professional standards also entail a commitment to conƟnuous improvement and adherence 
to established best pracƟces in staƟsƟcal science. It is a dynamic process involving the regular 
update of pracƟces to keep pace with advancements in staƟsƟcal methods and technologies. 

2. ScienƟfic Principles: 

 Applying scienƟfic principles to collecƟng, processing, storing, and disseminaƟng staƟsƟcal 
data is crucial. It ensures that methodologies are not only technically sound but also robust and 
capable of withstanding scruƟny. This commitment to scienƟfic rigor underpins the validity and 
reliability of staƟsƟcal outputs. 

 These principles guide staƟsƟcal authoriƟes in producing data that is not only accurate but 
methodologically sound, enabling the drawing of valid and reliable conclusions from staƟsƟcal 
output. 

3. Professional Ethics: 

 Ethical consideraƟons form the backbone of professional conduct in Official StaƟsƟcs. This 
includes maintaining the confidenƟality of data subjects, avoiding any manipulaƟon of 
staƟsƟcal outputs, and ensuring imparƟality and objecƟvity in staƟsƟcal reporƟng. 

 Professional ethics also involve a commitment to transparency in methodology and unbiased 
reporƟng, free from external influences. It is about ensuring that staƟsƟcs are an accurate and 
fair representaƟon of reality, maintaining the trust and confidence of all stakeholders. 

4. Trust and Integrity: 

 Adherence to professional standards, scienƟfic principles, and professional ethics is key to 
maintaining public trust in Official StaƟsƟcs. It is not just about producing reliable staƟsƟcal 
data; it is about doing so in a way that is respected and valued for its integrity. 

 The trustworthiness of staƟsƟcal data is fundamental for informed decision-making by 
governments, businesses, and the public. It is a cornerstone of a well-informed society and 
effecƟve governance. 

Conclusions 

As a criƟcal element of the FPOS, Principle 2 establishes a comprehensive framework for professional 
conduct, scienƟfic rigor, and ethical responsibility. Upholding these standards is crucial for ensuring that 
staƟsƟcal authoriƟes produce data that is not only high in quality but also respected and trusted. It 
reinforces the integrity and credibility of official staƟsƟcal systems globally, cemenƟng their role as 
indispensable and reliable informaƟon sources. 

Principle 3: Accountability and Transparency 

Overview: 

Principle 3 of the FPOS, focusing on "Accountability and Transparency," highlights these crucial aspects in 
Official StaƟsƟcs. This principle is integral to building and sustaining public trust in staƟsƟcal systems and 
their outputs. It goes beyond mere data producƟon; it is about establishing a foundaƟon of confidence 
and reliability in every aspect of staƟsƟcal work. 
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Key Aspects: 

1. Accountability: 

 StaƟsƟcal authoriƟes are responsible for the quality and integrity of the staƟsƟcal informaƟon 
they produce. This responsibility extends to the methods used, the accuracy of data, and the 
Ɵmeliness of their outputs. It is a commitment to produce staƟsƟcs and ensure that it meets 
the highest standards of quality and reliability. 

 Being accountable also means being answerable to users and the public for all decisions and 
pracƟces in the staƟsƟcal process. This involves an open and honest dialogue about the choices 
made in the staƟsƟcal process, providing jusƟficaƟons and explanaƟons for methodologies and 
outcomes. It is about creaƟng a culture of responsibility and responsiveness in Official 
StaƟsƟcs. 

2. Transparency: 

 Transparency in Official StaƟsƟcs means ensuring that all processes, methodologies, and 
pracƟces used to produce staƟsƟcs are open and transparent to users and the public. This is 
about demysƟfying the staƟsƟcal process, making it accessible and understandable to 
everyone who relies on staƟsƟcal data. 

 It also involves providing detailed documentaƟon on data sources, methods of collecƟon, and 
procedures for data processing, analysis, and disseminaƟon. This openness allows users to fully 
understand how the data was gathered and processed, reinforcing the credibility of the 
staƟsƟcal outputs. 

3. Building Public Trust: 

 StaƟsƟcal authoriƟes build and maintain public trust by adhering to principles of accountability 
and transparency. This trust is not just important but essenƟal for accepƟng and effecƟvely 
using staƟsƟcal data in policymaking and public discourse. 

 Transparency and accountability build trust and allows users to assess the quality and reliability 
of the data independently. This enhances the overall credibility and acceptance of staƟsƟcal 
output. 

4. FacilitaƟng Informed Use: 

 Being transparent about methodologies and processes enables users to understand and 
interpret the staƟsƟcal data correctly. This clarity facilitates its informed and effecƟve use, 
ensuring that decisions based on staƟsƟcs are well-founded. 

 It also fosters a construcƟve dialogue between staƟsƟcal authoriƟes and their users, leading to 
feedback that can drive improvements in staƟsƟcal pracƟces. This interacƟon is crucial for the 
conƟnuous enhancement of staƟsƟcal methodologies and outputs. 

Conclusions: 

Principle 3 of the FPOS establishes the paramount importance of accountability and transparency in 
Official StaƟsƟcs. Upholding these values is criƟcal to ensuring the integrity, credibility, and public trust in 
both the data and the processes involved in staƟsƟcal work. This principle highlights the dedicaƟon of 
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staƟsƟcal authoriƟes to conduct their work openly, ethically, and responsibly, reinforcing their role as 
trustworthy custodians of public data and guardians of staƟsƟcal truth. 

Principle 4: Prevention of Misuse 

Overview: 

Principle 4, Ɵtled "PrevenƟon of Misuse," underscores the responsibility of staƟsƟcal authoriƟes to take 
proacƟve measures to prevent the misuse of Official StaƟsƟcs. This principle is vital for upholding the 
integrity and trustworthiness of staƟsƟcal data, ensuring that it serves its intended purpose of informing 
and guiding rather than misleading or deceiving. 

Key Aspects: 

1. ProacƟve Measures Against Misuse: 

 StaƟsƟcal authoriƟes are responsible for implemenƟng measures to prevent the misuse of 
staƟsƟcal data. This encompasses ensuring that data is presented clearly, accurately, and in a 
manner that minimizes potenƟal misinterpretaƟon or manipulaƟon. 

 Providing metadata and guidelines on the appropriate use of staƟsƟcs is also crucial. This 
informaƟon helps users understand and apply the data correctly, fostering responsible usage 
and interpretaƟon of staƟsƟcal informaƟon. 

2. Addressing PotenƟal MisinterpretaƟon: 

 Part of prevenƟng misuse involves acƟvely addressing potenƟal misinterpretaƟons of data. 
AuthoriƟes should anƟcipate common misunderstandings and provide clear, contextual 
explanaƟons to guide users toward correct interpretaƟon. 

 This may involve issuing clarificaƟons, addiƟonal informaƟon, or context, especially when 
releasing sensiƟve or complex staƟsƟcs. It is about proacƟvely engaging with the data's 
recepƟon and understanding in the public sphere. 

3. Maintaining Credibility and Trust: 

 PrevenƟng the misuse of staƟsƟcs is criƟcal for maintaining the credibility and trust in Official 
StaƟsƟcs. Misuse of staƟsƟcs can lead to losing confidence in the data and the agency 
producing it, damaging the public's percepƟon and trust in staƟsƟcal insƟtuƟons. 

 By acƟvely working to prevent misuse, staƟsƟcal authoriƟes uphold the integrity of their work 
and reinforce the public's trust and confidence in the staƟsƟcal informaƟon they provide. 

4. EducaƟonal Outreach: 

 Part of the strategy to prevent misuse involves educaƟonal outreach to improve staƟsƟcal 
literacy among the public and stakeholders. This includes helping them understand the nuances 
of staƟsƟcal data and how to use it responsibly. 

 EducaƟonal efforts can extend to partnerships with the scienƟfic and research communiƟes, 
media, and other organizaƟons to promote accurate reporƟng and interpretaƟon of staƟsƟcal 
data. These collaboraƟons can amplify the reach and impact of correct staƟsƟcal 
understanding. 



Empowering Official StaƟsƟcs: 
Upholding the Fundamental Principles to Stay Relevant 

 9 | P a g e  

Conclusion: 

Principle 4 of the FPOS emphasizes the importance of prevenƟng the misuse of staƟsƟcal data. By taking 
proacƟve measures to ensure clarity, accuracy, and responsible usage, staƟsƟcal authoriƟes play an 
essenƟal role in maintaining the integrity and credibility of their data. This principle underscores the 
staƟsƟcal authoriƟes' commitment to open, ethical, and responsible pracƟces in their work, thereby 
supporƟng informed decision-making and fostering public trust in the power and reliability of staƟsƟcs. 

Principle 5: Sources of Official Statistics 

Overview: 

Principle 5, Ɵtled "Sources of Official StaƟsƟcs," concentrates on the judicious selecƟon and uƟlizaƟon of 
various data sources for compiling Official StaƟsƟcs. This principle is criƟcal in the modern era, where the 
variety and volume of data have expanded dramaƟcally. It emphasizes the need to choose sources that 
serve the staƟsƟcal objecƟves and ensure the resulƟng data's quality and reliability. 

Key Aspects: 

1. Variety of Sources: 

 Official staƟsƟcs today can be derived from an array of sources, including tradiƟonal staƟsƟcal 
surveys and administraƟve records, and increasingly, from big data sources like social media, 
sensors, and transacƟonal data. This principle acknowledges the evolving and diverse nature 
of potenƟal data sources in the contemporary data landscape. 

 The choice of the source is crucial and should be guided by the specific needs of the staƟsƟcal 
exercise and the suitability of the data to those needs. It's about striking the right balance 
between what's available and what's needed to ensure the relevance and usefulness of the 
staƟsƟcs. 

2. Quality of Data: 

 The quality of the data source is paramount. This includes consideraƟons of accuracy, 
relevance, Ɵmeliness, comparability, and coherence. It's not just about having data; it's about 
having data that meets the rigorous standards required for Official StaƟsƟcs. 

 High-quality data sources are essenƟal for producing reliable and credible Official StaƟsƟcs. 
They are the foundaƟon upon which trust in staƟsƟcal outputs is built. 

3. Cost-EffecƟveness and Efficiency: 

 The costs associated with data collecƟon and processing are significant consideraƟons. In an 
era of limited resources, staƟsƟcal authoriƟes are tasked with finding cost-effecƟve soluƟons 
that do not compromise the quality of staƟsƟcal data. 

 Efficiency in data collecƟon and processing is also crucial, parƟcularly in a resource-constrained 
environment. StaƟsƟcal authoriƟes must navigate these challenges innovaƟvely, ensuring that 
resources are uƟlized opƟmally without diluƟng the quality of staƟsƟcs. 
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4. Minimizing Respondent Burden: 

 The burden on data providers, whether individuals or organizaƟons, should be minimized. This 
involves a careful balancing act between the need for comprehensive data and the pracƟcaliƟes 
and constraints faced by respondents. 

 Reducing respondent burden can lead to beƩer data quality as it oŌen results in higher 
response rates and more accurate informaƟon. It reflects a respecƞul and considerate 
approach to data collecƟon. 

Conclusion: 

Principle 5 of the FPOS highlights the criƟcal importance of carefully selecƟng sources for Official StaƟsƟcs. 
In prioriƟzing data quality, cost-effecƟveness, efficiency, and minimizing respondent burden, staƟsƟcal 
authoriƟes can ensure the producƟon of reliable and relevant staƟsƟcs. This principle showcases the 
commitment of staƟsƟcal authoriƟes to navigate the diverse and expanding data landscape responsibly, 
maintaining the integrity and credibility of official staƟsƟcal systems while adapƟng to emerging data 
opportuniƟes. 

Principle 6: Confidentiality 

Overview: 

Principle 6, Ɵtled "ConfidenƟality," is centered on protecƟng individual data collected by staƟsƟcal 
authoriƟes. This principle is paramount in maintaining the trust of data providers and the integrity of the 
staƟsƟcal process, ensuring that personal and sensiƟve informaƟon is handled with the utmost care and 
respect. 

Key Aspects: 

1. ProtecƟon of Individual Data: 

 The strict confidenƟality of individual data, whether pertaining to natural or legal persons, is a 
non-negoƟable aspect of staƟsƟcal work. This applies universally to all data, regardless of its 
source, including surveys, administraƟve records, and new forms of data like big data. 

 Ensuring confidenƟality is not just a legal obligaƟon but an ethical one, crucial for protecƟng 
the privacy and rights of individuals and organizaƟons. It's about respecƟng the personal nature 
of the data and safeguarding it against misuse or unauthorized disclosure. 

2. Use Exclusively for StaƟsƟcal Purposes: 

 Data collected by staƟsƟcal authoriƟes should be used exclusively for staƟsƟcal purposes. This 
prohibiƟon against using data for non-staƟsƟcal acƟviƟes, such as law enforcement or taxaƟon, 
is central to maintaining public trust. 

 Adhering strictly to this principle reinforces the idea of non-intrusiveness in data collecƟon, 
which is essenƟal for encouraging engagement and cooperaƟon from the public. 
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3. Legal Frameworks and Standards: 

 The principle of confidenƟality is supported by robust legal frameworks and standards that 
define and enforce individual data protecƟon. These frameworks provide the legal backing to 
ensure that staƟsƟcal authoriƟes adhere to strict protocols for handling and storing data. 

 These legal protecƟons are a cornerstone of the trust individuals and organizaƟons place in 
staƟsƟcal systems. 

4. Building Public Trust: 

 Upholding data confidenƟality is criƟcal to maintaining public trust in Official StaƟsƟcs. When 
people trust that their data is protected, they are more likely to provide accurate and complete 
informaƟon, enhancing the quality of staƟsƟcal outputs. 

 This trust is a fundamental element of the reliability and credibility of staƟsƟcal data and the 
overall integrity of the staƟsƟcal system. 

Conclusion: 

Principle 6 of the FPOS, "ConfidenƟality," underscores the criƟcal importance of protecƟng individual data 
in staƟsƟcs. By ensuring data confidenƟality and exclusive use for staƟsƟcal purposes, staƟsƟcal authoriƟes 
uphold ethical standards, maintain public trust, and ensure the integrity and reliability of their staƟsƟcal 
outputs. This principle is a cornerstone in the responsible and ethical pracƟce of staƟsƟcal data collecƟon, 
processing, and disseminaƟon, forming the basis of trust and credibility in staƟsƟcal work. 

Principle 7: Legislation 

Overview: 

Principle 7, Ɵtled "LegislaƟon," focuses on the legal framework governing staƟsƟcal systems. It 
underscores the importance of having clear, transparent legislaƟon that provides a solid legal basis for the 
operaƟon of these systems, ensuring their integrity and public trust. 

Key Aspects: 

1. Clear Legal Framework: 

 A clear and transparent legal framework is crucial for governing staƟsƟcal data collecƟon, 
processing, and disseminaƟon. This framework should comprehensively outline the rights and 
responsibiliƟes of staƟsƟcal authoriƟes, and users as well as the protecƟons afforded to 
respondents and data providers. 

 Such a framework establishes the legal boundaries and expectaƟons for staƟsƟcal work, 
ensuring that all acƟviƟes are grounded in law and ethical pracƟces. 

2. Transparency and Accessibility: 

 LegislaƟon governing staƟsƟcal acƟviƟes should be publicly accessible and easily 
understandable. This transparency is essenƟal for building trust in the staƟsƟcal system and 
ensuring its accountability to the public. 
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 Public accessibility of these laws allows stakeholders, including the general public, to be aware 
of and understand the legal basis for collecƟng, using, and protecƟng staƟsƟcal data. 

3. Compliance with InternaƟonal Standards: 

 The legal framework should align with internaƟonal standards and best pracƟces. This 
alignment ensures the credibility and reliability of the staƟsƟcal outputs and their consistency 
with global norms. 

 Compliance with internaƟonal standards enhances the comparability and consistency of 
staƟsƟcs globally, facilitaƟng internaƟonal analysis and decision-making. 

4. Building Trust and Confidence: 

 Clear, accessible legislaƟon is instrumental in building and maintaining public trust in Official 
StaƟsƟcs. It reassures the public and data providers that their data is handled responsibly and 
ethically within a legal framework. 

 Trust in the staƟsƟcal system is crucial for encouraging voluntary compliance and cooperaƟon 
from data providers and respondents, thereby enhancing the quality and reliability of the data 
sources and eventually of the staƟsƟcal output. 

Conclusion: 

Principle 7 of the FPOS, "LegislaƟon," highlights the criƟcal role of a clear, transparent legal framework in 
underpinning staƟsƟcal systems. This principle ensures that the operaƟons of staƟsƟcal authoriƟes are 
grounded in law, fostering transparency, accountability, and public trust in Official StaƟsƟcs. As a 
cornerstone for maintaining the integrity and reliability of staƟsƟcal data and pracƟces, this principle 
embodies the commitment to legally sound, transparent, and accountable staƟsƟcal operaƟons. 

Principle 8: National Coordination 

Overview: 

Principle 8, Ɵtled "NaƟonal CoordinaƟon," emphasizes the criƟcal role of coordinaƟon among various 
staƟsƟcal authoriƟes within a country. This principle ensures consistency, efficiency, and quality in the 
naƟonal staƟsƟcal system, fostering a unified approach to staƟsƟcal pracƟces across different sectors and 
sub-naƟonal enƟƟes within a country. 

Key Aspects: 

1. EssenƟal CoordinaƟon: 

 CoordinaƟon among different staƟsƟcal authoriƟes within a country is key to maintaining 
consistency in staƟsƟcal methods, classificaƟons, and outputs. Such coordinaƟon ensures that 
data from various sectors and sub-naƟonal enƟƟes are comparable, reliable, and harmonized. 

 This harmonizaƟon is crucial for producing a comprehensive and unified naƟonal staƟsƟcal 
picture, avoiding discrepancies and contradicƟons in data that could arise from isolated 
operaƟons. 

2. Efficiency and Resource OpƟmizaƟon: 
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 EffecƟve coordinaƟon leads to a more efficient use of resources, avoiding duplicaƟon of efforts 
and reducing the burden on respondents. By sharing resources and experƟse, authoriƟes can 
opƟmize their operaƟons and enhance the overall quality of their work. 

 It also fosters the sharing of best pracƟces, methodologies, and technologies across authoriƟes, 
leading to improvements in staƟsƟcal processes and outputs. 

3. Consistency in NaƟonal StaƟsƟcal Systems: 

 Consistency in naƟonal staƟsƟcal systems is crucial for the credibility and uƟlity of staƟsƟcal 
informaƟon. It ensures that staƟsƟcs produced by different staƟsƟcal authoriƟes are reliable 
for policymaking, research, and public informaƟon. 

 CoordinaƟon helps align naƟonal staƟsƟcal pracƟces with internaƟonal standards, enhancing 
global comparability and ensuring naƟonal staƟsƟcs are internaƟonally relevant. 

4. CollaboraƟon and CommunicaƟon: 

 Strong communicaƟon channels and collaboraƟon among staƟsƟcal authoriƟes are essenƟal 
for successful coordinaƟon. This includes regular interacƟons, joint projects, and shared data 
plaƞorms, fostering a sense of community and shared purpose. 

 CollaboraƟon also extends to planning and implemenƟng staƟsƟcal surveys, as well as 
developing and adopƟng new staƟsƟcal methods and tools, fostering innovaƟon and 
advancement in the field. 

5. Responsiveness to NaƟonal Needs: 

 A well-coordinated naƟonal staƟsƟcal system is more responsive to the evolving data needs of 
the country. It can adapt more quickly to changing social, economic, and environmental 
condiƟons, providing Ɵmely and relevant data. 

 This responsiveness is criƟcal for providing high-quality staƟsƟcs for naƟonal development, 
policymaking, and fulfilling internaƟonal reporƟng obligaƟons. 

Conclusion: 

Principle 8 of the FPOS, "NaƟonal CoordinaƟon," underscores the importance of effecƟve coordinaƟon 
among staƟsƟcal authoriƟes within a country. This principle is fundamental in ensuring that staƟsƟcal data 
are reliable, comparable, and fit for decision-making at both naƟonal and internaƟonal levels. It fosters a 
collaboraƟve and harmonized approach, enhancing the overall quality and uƟlity of staƟsƟcal informaƟon 
within a country. It also builds a robust, responsive, and cohesive naƟonal staƟsƟcal system. 

Principle 9: Use of International Standards 

Overview: 

Principle 9 emphasizes the importance of using internaƟonal concepts, classificaƟons, and methods in 
staƟsƟcal pracƟces by staƟsƟcal authoriƟes in each country. This principle is pivotal in promoƟng the 
consistency and efficiency of staƟsƟcal systems at all official levels, ensuring that naƟonal staƟsƟcs are 
aligned with global standards. 

Key Aspects: 
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1. Adherence to InternaƟonal Standards: 

 StaƟsƟcal authoriƟes are encouraged to adhere to internaƟonally recognized concepts, 
classificaƟons, and methods in their work. This commitment to global standards ensures that 
the staƟsƟcs are comparable internaƟonally, facilitaƟng analyses and decision-making on a 
worldwide scale. 

 Adherence to these standards is not just a technical requirement; it is a commitment to 
producing data that can be seamlessly integrated into the global data ecosystem, enhancing its 
uƟlity and relevance. 

2. Consistency Across Borders: 

 Using common internaƟonal standards allows staƟsƟcal outputs from different countries to be 
compared more reliably. This consistency is crucial for mulƟnaƟonal organizaƟons, researchers, 
and policymakers who rely on data from mulƟple countries for comparaƟve analyses and policy 
development. 

 This uniformity across naƟonal staƟsƟcal systems enhances the uƟlity of staƟsƟcs in 
internaƟonal contexts, providing a reliable basis for cross-country comparisons and studies. 

3. Efficiency in StaƟsƟcal Processes: 

 The applicaƟon of internaƟonal standards streamlines staƟsƟcal processes, reducing the need 
for country-specific adjustments or conversions. It promotes data collecƟon, processing, and 
disseminaƟon efficiency, saving Ɵme and resources. 

 This efficiency also extends to sharing and exchanging staƟsƟcal data among countries and with 
internaƟonal organizaƟons, simplifying collaboraƟve efforts and joint analyses and 
disseminaƟon. 

4. Quality and Reliability: 

 InternaƟonal standards are developed through a rigorous and collaboraƟve process involving 
experts from various countries. Adhering to these standards helps maintain the high quality 
and reliability of Official StaƟsƟcs, ensuring they meet global benchmarks. 

 This commitment to quality and reliability is criƟcal to maintaining the credibility and 
trustworthiness of Official StaƟsƟcs, both naƟonally and internaƟonally. 

5. FacilitaƟng InternaƟonal CooperaƟon: 

 The use of common standards fosters easier collaboraƟon and data exchange among countries. 
It supports bilateral and mulƟlateral cooperaƟon in staƟsƟcal maƩers, contribuƟng to 
improving global staƟsƟcal systems. 

 This shared methodological framework is fundamental in addressing global challenges and 
issues, where consistent and reliable data are essenƟal for effecƟve soluƟons and 
intervenƟons. 
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Conclusion: 

Principle 9 of the FPOS, "Use of InternaƟonal Standards," underscores the importance of aligning naƟonal 
staƟsƟcal pracƟces with internaƟonal concepts, classificaƟons, and methods. This alignment enhances the 
consistency, efficiency, and comparability of staƟsƟcal systems across countries. By adopƟng these 
internaƟonal standards, staƟsƟcal authoriƟes contribute to a unified global staƟsƟcal landscape, making 
naƟonal staƟsƟcs more relevant and useful for internaƟonal analysis and decision-making. It also facilitates 
internaƟonal cooperaƟon and data sharing, contribuƟng significantly to developing and harmonizing 
staƟsƟcal pracƟces worldwide. 

Principle 10: International Cooperation 

Overview: 

Principle 10, Ɵtled "InternaƟonal CooperaƟon," highlights the crucial role of collaboraƟon among 
countries in Official StaƟsƟcs. Recognizing the interconnectedness of our world, this principle asserts that 
internaƟonal cooperaƟon is essenƟal for improving and advancing official staƟsƟcal systems globally. 

Key Aspects: 

1. Enhancing StaƟsƟcal Capacity through CollaboraƟon: 

 InternaƟonal cooperaƟon offers a plaƞorm for countries to exchange knowledge, experƟse, 
and experiences, which is parƟcularly beneficial for developing naƟons in enhancing their 
staƟsƟcal capacity. This collaboraƟon encompasses technical assistance, training programs, and 
joint research iniƟaƟves. 

 Such cooperaƟon fosters a global community of staƟsƟcal pracƟce, where countries learn from 
each other, share successes, and collecƟvely address challenges, leading to the overall 
strengthening of staƟsƟcal systems worldwide. 

2. Resource Sharing and Joint Efforts: 

 Through internaƟonal cooperaƟon, countries can pool resources and collaborate on staƟsƟcal 
projects. This collecƟve approach reduces the burden on individual naƟons, maximizes 
efficiency, and promotes sharing best pracƟces and innovaƟons. 

 Joint efforts enable countries to address common challenges and develop innovaƟve soluƟons 
in staƟsƟcal methodologies and technologies, benefiƟng the global staƟsƟcal community. 

3. StandardizaƟon and HarmonizaƟon of PracƟces: 

 InternaƟonal cooperaƟon is key in standardizing and harmonizing staƟsƟcal methodologies and 
pracƟces. This ensures the producƟon of comparable and reliable staƟsƟcs at the internaƟonal 
level. 

 Such efforts aid in aligning naƟonal staƟsƟcal systems with internaƟonal standards, promoƟng 
global consistency and efficiency in staƟsƟcal pracƟces. 

4. Global StaƟsƟcal Development and Improvement: 

 InternaƟonal cooperaƟon is crucial for the development of global staƟsƟcal systems. It 
encourages countries to work together to enhance the quality and comparability of staƟsƟcal 
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data, which is vital for addressing global challenges like economic development, public health, 
and environmental sustainability. 

 CollaboraƟve endeavors support the global staƟsƟcal community in meeƟng the evolving data 
needs of an interconnected world, ensuring that staƟsƟcs remain relevant and effecƟve. 

5. Fostering Global Understanding and Trust: 

 CooperaƟon in staƟsƟcs promotes understanding and trust among naƟons. It facilitates the 
exchange of informaƟon and strengthens internaƟonal relaƟons, contribuƟng to a more 
harmonized global community. 

 This mutual understanding and trust are essenƟal for effecƟve global partnerships and 
iniƟaƟves, where accurate and comparable staƟsƟcs play a pivotal role. 

Conclusion: 

Principle 10 of the FPOS, "InternaƟonal CooperaƟon," underscores the importance of collaboraƟon among 
countries in Official StaƟsƟcs. This cooperaƟon is instrumental in improving staƟsƟcal systems, sharing 
knowledge and resources, and ensuring the producƟon of high-quality, comparable staƟsƟcs. By fostering 
a collaboraƟve global staƟsƟcal community, this principle contributes significantly to developing and 
harmonizing staƟsƟcal pracƟces worldwide. It embodies the spirit of global partnership and cooperaƟon, 
which is crucial in an increasingly interconnected and data-driven world. 

4. Contemporary Challenges and OpportuniƟes in Official StaƟsƟcs 

In this era of rapid technological advancements and an explosion of data sources, Official StaƟsƟcs stand 
at a pivotal juncture. The FPOS are instrumental in guiding these transformaƟons, ensuring staƟsƟcal 
authoriƟes adeptly adapt to the evolving landscape while steadfastly maintaining integrity, relevance, and 
public trust. This transformaƟve period is characterized by integraƟng new data types, rapid technological 
shiŌs, and increased compeƟƟon from agile and alternaƟve data providers, creaƟng a mulƟfaceted arena 
of challenges and opportuniƟes. 

IntegraƟng novel data sources and innovaƟve technology has become necessary for modern staƟsƟcal 
authoriƟes. The emergence of big data, sourced from digital plaƞorms, social media, sensors, and mobile 
devices, offers real-Ɵme insights, and augments the depth of staƟsƟcal analyses. Advanced tools such as 
AI, machine learning, and cloud compuƟng are essenƟal for efficiently managing large data volumes and 
deriving insights that tradiƟonal methods might miss. While opening new avenues for data analysis, this 
evoluƟon also calls for significant investment in infrastructure and skills development, aligning with the 
FPOS's emphasis on professional competence and scienƟfic methodologies. 

Data stewardship and governance take on new dimensions as the data landscape expands, extending 
beyond tradiƟonal staƟsƟcal boundaries. Managing a varied and complex naƟonal data ecosystem 
responsibly and ethically becomes crucial. Trust, transparency, and accountability form the core of this 
approach, resonaƟng with the FPOS and upholding the public's right to accurate and unbiased informaƟon. 
Robust governance frameworks become essenƟal, providing a structured approach to privacy, ethical use, 
and data-sharing policies, ensuring that staƟsƟcal authoriƟes maintain public confidence amidst these 
emerging complexiƟes. 
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The compeƟƟve pressures from alternaƟve data providers, capable of delivering rapid insights, present a 
challenge for official staƟsƟcal authoriƟes. They must strike a delicate balance between the need for 
prompt data delivery and their commitment to accuracy, reliability, and adherence to ethical standards. In 
this rapidly evolving data landscape, preserving professional independence and adhering to ethical 
standards is paramount, ensuring that methodologies and decisions are rooted in scienƟfic principles and 
free from external influences. 

Developing robust legal and regulatory frameworks is imperaƟve in this digital age, where data privacy 
and security are significant concerns. These frameworks must be agile enough to address the unique 
challenges posed by new technologies and data sources, ensuring that staƟsƟcal pracƟces align with the 
digital landscape's evolving requirements. Moreover, maintaining consistency with global standards and 
enhancing internaƟonal cooperaƟon becomes essenƟal for harmonizing methodologies and approaches. 
This internaƟonal collaboraƟon allows staƟsƟcal authoriƟes to address shared challenges, share best 
pracƟces, and leverage collecƟve experƟse, underscoring the role of Official StaƟsƟcs as a unifying element 
in the global informaƟon ecosystem. 

 

Figure 3: Challenges and opportuniƟes for Official StaƟsƟcs 

 

 

 

Responding to user demands for Ɵmely, relevant, and detailed staƟsƟcs is criƟcal, as is enhancing data 
literacy in a world where data becomes more integral to daily life. Providing accessible, user-friendly 
staƟsƟcs and educaƟonal iniƟaƟves improves public understanding and confidence in staƟsƟcal 
informaƟon. NavigaƟng these changes requires balancing innovaƟon with the foundaƟonal principles of 
the FPOS. By embracing new data sources and technologies while commiƫng to robust data stewardship, 
staƟsƟcal authoriƟes ensure that Official StaƟsƟcs remain reliable and impacƞul tools, upholding public 
enƟtlement to informaƟon and maintaining the trust and transparency that define quality staƟsƟcs. 
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5. Future DirecƟons and ImplementaƟon Strategies for Official StaƟsƟcs 

Commission's Fifty-Fourth Session in 2023: Discussion and Decisions 

The fiŌy-fourth session of the Commission in 2023 was a pivotal moment for the FPOS. The Commission 
reviewed the Secretary-General's Report14 and acknowledged the planned acƟviƟes for the 2024 FPOS 
anniversaries, including global workshops and updaƟng the implementaƟon guidelines. The significant 
role of the Friends of the Chair Groups in promoƟng and monitoring the FPOS implementaƟon was 
highlighted, recognizing their guidance in enhancing global understanding and applicaƟon of the FPOS. 
However, the Commission noted the increasing complexity of the FPOS ImplementaƟon Guidelines15, 
calling for a review for greater clarity and focus. 

Key decisions from the session include the endorsement of an Independent Advisory Board to focus on 
non-implementaƟon and non-compliance with the FPOS, with its Terms of Reference to be finalized in 
2024. The iniƟaƟve to review and refine the FPOS ImplementaƟon Guidelines for improved compliance 
and user-friendliness was also welcomed. The Commission also emphasized inclusive acƟviƟes for the 
2024 FPOS celebraƟons, ensuring a mulƟfaceted approach to promoƟng the FPOS. 

 

 

 

Proposals for the 55th Commission's Fitty-fourth Session in 2024 

In response to these developments, the United NaƟons StaƟsƟcs Division (UNSD) iniƟated a series of 
global engagements, including consultaƟons with experts and staƟsƟcal associaƟons such as the ISI and 
IAOS, webinars, workshops, and internaƟonal conferences. These efforts aimed to deepen 
understanding of the FPOS for Official StaƟsƟcs in a fast-changing data ecosystem and to discuss and 
prepare the proposals for the 55th session of the Commission in February 2024, in parƟcular on the 
ToR of the Independent Advisory Board and the commented outlines of the revitalized FPOS 
ImplementaƟon Guidelines. 

 Establishment of the FPOS Independent Advisory Board: A Crucial Step Forward 

The establishment of the FPOS Independent Advisory Board, as proposed by UNSD, marks a 
significant advancement in the governance and advocacy of Official StaƟsƟcs. The Board, awaiƟng 
review at the 55th session of the Commission, is envisioned as more than just a monitoring enƟty; 
it is intended to acƟvely advocate for the FPOS, guiding their implementaƟon and promoƟng 
adherence. 
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The Board's structure is designed to focus on independence and accountability, ensuring that it 
operates without bias and upholds the integrity of Official StaƟsƟcs. To achieve this, its 
composiƟon is thoughƞully diverse, including former naƟonal Chief StaƟsƟcians, senior 
staƟsƟcians, and experts from fields such as law and ethics. This variety of experƟse is crucial for 
addressing the mulƟfaceted challenges and dynamics within modern staƟsƟcal pracƟces, 
providing a balanced and comprehensive perspecƟve. 

The operaƟonal strategy of the Board involves conƟnuous engagement and discussion on 
emerging staƟsƟcal issues, as well as a review of compliance with the FPOS. A key aspect of the 
Board's funcƟon is preparing an annual report for the Commission. This report, aimed to be 
publicly accessible, will detail the Board's acƟviƟes, findings, and recommendaƟons, thus ensuring 
transparency and contribuƟng to the global enhancement of FPOS implementaƟon. 

 RevitalizaƟon of the FPOS ImplementaƟon Guidelines: Tailoring for Future Needs 

In response to the Commission's requests, UNSD is undertaking a comprehensive project to 
revitalize the FPOS ImplementaƟon Guidelines. This iniƟaƟve responds to the evolving needs of 
the global staƟsƟcal community, aiming to make the guidelines more relevant, pracƟcal, and user-
friendly. 

The project involves the creaƟon of two disƟnct sets of guidelines, each tailored to the unique 
needs of different audiences within the staƟsƟcal community. The first set is aimed at staƟsƟcians 
and pracƟƟoners, providing them with acƟonable advice and pracƟcal tools for applying the FPOS 
at strategic, managerial, and operaƟonal levels. This set is envisioned as a comprehensive resource, 
assisƟng staƟsƟcians in navigaƟng the challenges of the evolving data ecosystem and ensuring the 
delivery of trustworthy and fit-for-purpose staƟsƟcs. 

The second set of guidelines is craŌed for policymakers and stakeholders. This set emphasizes the 
importance of supporƟng and advocaƟng for the FPOS, aiming to foster environments conducive 
to transparency, accountability, and informed decision-making. It seeks to enhance the 
understanding and implementaƟon of the FPOS within various domains, thus supporƟng a more 
informed and data-driven policy landscape. 

Both sets of guidelines are scheduled for submission to the fiŌy-sixth session of the Commission 
in 2025. They will undergo regular updates under the guidance of the Independent Advisory Board, 
ensuring that they remain relevant amidst the evolving challenges of the modern data ecosystem. 
This proacƟve and conƟnuous iniƟaƟve to revise the FPOS ImplementaƟon Guidelines reflects a 
deep commitment to maintaining the relevance and effecƟveness of these principles, which are 
crucial in shaping the future of Official StaƟsƟcs globally. 

These iniƟaƟves represent a significant commitment to enhancing the global framework of Official 
StaƟsƟcs. Establishing the Independent Advisory Board and revitalizing the ImplementaƟon Guidelines 
mark significant advancements in maintaining the relevance, integrity, and effecƟveness of Official 
StaƟsƟcs. This proacƟve approach ensures that Official StaƟsƟcs remain reliable tools for evidence-
based decision-making and policy formulaƟon in a dynamic data landscape, embodying the theme 
"Empowering Official StaƟsƟcs: Upholding the Fundamental Principles to Stay Relevant." 
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6. Conclusions - Upholding Integrity and Trust in Official StaƟsƟcs 

As we approach the 2024 celebraƟons commemoraƟng the endorsement of the FPOS by the Commission 
in 1994 and the General Assembly in 2014, it is imperaƟve to reflect on the evolving role and the criƟcal 
importance of Official StaƟsƟcs. This milestone not only marks a significant achievement in the history of 
staƟsƟcal governance but also reaffirms the relevance and necessity of the FPOS in a rapidly changing data 
ecosystem. 

The disƟncƟveness of Official StaƟsƟcs, grounded in integrity, trust, and adherence to the FPOS, is more 
crucial than ever. In an era characterized by vast and diverse data sources, Official StaƟsƟcs stand as a 
beacon of reliability and authenƟcity. Upholding these principles is not merely about following a set of 
guidelines; it's about preserving the very essence that sets Official StaƟsƟcs apart in an increasingly 
complex informaƟon landscape. The FPOS serve as a cornerstone, ensuring that Official StaƟsƟcs maintain 
their disƟncƟveness and conƟnue to be trusted and valued as accurate reflecƟons of societal realiƟes. 

The role of Official StaƟsƟcs in monitoring progress towards the SDGs is parƟcularly noteworthy. As we 
navigate the challenges of sustainable development, the integrity and accuracy of Official StaƟsƟcs are 
indispensable. They provide a reliable foundaƟon for tracking progress, idenƟfying areas needing 
aƩenƟon, and guiding policy decisions toward achieving these global goals. 

Looking ahead, the iniƟaƟves laid out for the 55th session of the Commission, such as establishing the 
FPOS Independent Advisory Board and revitalizing the ImplementaƟon Guidelines, are steps in the right 
direcƟon. These measures are not just about compliance or adherence to standards; they are about 
enhancing the capability of Official StaƟsƟcs to adapt, evolve, and stay relevant in a fast-paced world. 
CreaƟng disƟnct guidelines for different stakeholders underscores the commitment to making Official 
StaƟsƟcs more accessible, understandable, and usable for a wide range of audiences. 

In conclusion, as we celebrate the milestones of the FPOS, we must also embrace the future with a 
commitment to uphold these principles rigorously. The integrity and trust in Official StaƟsƟcs, their role in 
societal progress, and their contribuƟon to global iniƟaƟves like the SDGs are paramount. The journey 
ahead requires a conƟnuous and concerted effort to ensure that Official StaƟsƟcs remain relevant and 
conƟnue to serve as a cornerstone of informed decision-making and governance in our interconnected 
world. 
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7. Resources 
 

Endnotes with links: 
1 General Assembly ResoluƟon on the Fundamental Principles of Official StaƟsƟcs [A/RES/68/261] 

2 RegulaƟon (EC) No 223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2009 on 
European staƟsƟcs [Consolidated Text] 

3 European StaƟsƟcs Code of PracƟce [link] 
4 African Charter on StaƟsƟcs [link] 
5 ASEAN Community StaƟsƟcal System (ACSS) Code of PracƟce [link] 
6 Code of Good PracƟce in StaƟsƟcs for LaƟn America and the Caribbean [link] 

7 Generic Law on Official StaƟsƟcs for Eastern Europe, Caucasus, and Central Asia [link] 

8  Guide on the Generic Law for Official StaƟsƟcs in the Arab countries [link] 

9 Generic Law on Official StaƟsƟcs for LaƟn America [link] 

10 IMF Standards for Data DisseminaƟon [link] 

11 RecommendaƟon of the OECD Council on Good StaƟsƟcal PracƟce [link] 

12 United NaƟons NaƟonal Quality Assurance Framework [link] 

13 UNECE Website for the 30 years of the Fundamental Principles of Official StaƟsƟcs in the UNECE Region [link] 

14 Report of the Secretary-General to the 54th session of the StaƟsƟcal Commission on the Fundamental Principles 
of Official StaƟsƟcs [link] and its background document [link] 

15 FPOS ImplementaƟon Guidelines [link] 

Other Resources with links: 

 Handbook for Management and OrganizaƟon of NaƟonal StaƟsƟcal Systems (UNSD 2022) [link] 

 The Fundamental Principles of Official StaƟsƟcs and the use of Mobile phone data for Official StaƟsƟcs (ESCAP 
2019) [link] 

 Principles governing internaƟonal staƟsƟcal acƟviƟes (UN CCSA, 2016) [link] 

 ISI DeclaraƟon of Professional Ethics (ISI, 2010) [link] 

 Guidance on Modernizing StaƟsƟcal LegislaƟon, (UNECE, 2018) [link] 


