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There were 3 major different offices:

❑ Department of Statistics in MINECOFIN
❑ Office Nationale de la Population (ONAPO)
❑ Services Nationale des Recensements

Before 2005

Organic law

NISR Background

NISR was created by the Organic Law N°
09/2005 of 14/07/2005 to replace the
Department of Statistics in MINECOFIN as
an autonomous organ

NISR started with 36 permenant staff only
in 2005. Now, staffed with around 130
permanent employees.

Human resources



Key users typology and data needs
Researchers/Academia/

students
Micro data, metadata, in-deph 

publication, data analysis skills

Media
Key data highlights( figures), 

metadata, self-explanatory text in 

accessible language, statistical 

literacy in data journalism

Policy makers
- Ready made analysis, recommendations, 

metadata, capacity building  

- Accessible data portals

- Sector Briefs/profiles from surveys

Civil Society&DPs&Private 

sector:
Microdata and ready made analysis, self-

explanatory text in accessible language, 

metadata, statistical literacy

General Public:
Ready made analysis for accountability and 

feedback



Key resources/Tools for 
user engagements

• NISR staff (engaged to 
engage//Research Bits) 

• Webiste( digital publications within 
accelerated periodicity of surveys& 
SYB )

• Print publication(one stop  center)
• Open data platforms
• Social media platforms
• Events(conferences, workshops, 

consultations, dissemination 
workshops, etc)

• Trainings
• Innovations
• Visa and Quality Assurance 
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Open data platforms

➢ Indicators values entered in the 
existing databases (AIH and 
Devinfo) for facilitating basic data 
analysis and use 

➢ Statistical Data and Metadata 
Exchange (SDMX) for sharing data 
with international community 
(machine-to-machine) 
automatically( soon to be 
implemented for SDGs);

➢ Anonymized datasets from 
censuses/surveys published on 
NISR website through NADA to 
support detailed analysis by 
researchers and academicians.

➢ Open data: Free of charges (0$); 
Machine readable; Free to re-use



The Overall Statistical Capacity Indicator (SCI) 
combines the scores of :
❑ used methodology, 
❑ data sources and 
❑ Periodicity in terms of data production .

Methodology  (SNA 2008, ISIC Rev 4, ISCO 
2008, etc) that have been used in censuses and 
surveys and other mandatory statistics get 
improved over time;

Data sources (Seasonal Agriculture Survey, 
Establishments Census, etc) have been 
increased a lot;

Periodicity and timeliness of surveys and other 
statistics  have been improved; eg Labor force 

Rwanda’s official statistical capacity has 
systematically improved. 

6

Innovation 1. Infographic competition since 2012
(static & dynamic)



Innovation 1. Infographic competition since 2012
(static & dynamic)
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Innovation 2. Initiatives in data storytelling (Journalist 
competition & Trainings) 



NISR do:
• Visualize the human development 

data with child friendly illustration   
• Linking the data to the child rights 

context, access to education, health 
services, etc.

• All inclusive approach – children with 
special learning needs(Teacher 
Discussion Guide)   

• targeting children as non-tradition 
data audience -Create a safe 
environment for children to be vocal 
about their needs

Children do: 
• Understanding and interpreting data 

through child eyes 
• Analyze the data by sharing their  life 

experience
• Express their views and needs by 

using the statistics as a tool 
• Communicate the data with peers, 

parents and community members   
• Act as change agents to drive and 

advocate human development   

Innovation 3. Reading data with Children



• Existence of National user Engagement 
Strategy

• Incorporation of the User engagement 
Strategy into the NSDS3

• Partnership for capacity building 

• Availability of infrastructure 

• Big data initiatives with focus on private sector 
engagement 

• SDG platform
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Opportunities for User Engagement
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Opportunities…
SDG data platform 

Link:  https://sustainabledevelopment-rwanda.github.io/sdg-
indicators/

https://sustainabledevelopment-rwanda.github.io/sdg-indicators/


Thank you!

We thank you.
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Our partners


